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deep breath. Tune out those cultural messages. Don’t
become a bad egg. It’s Advent.
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Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, which means
arrival. During Advent, we prepare as we wait for the arrival
of the baby Jesus. But why is waiting good for us? Waiting
helps us get away from false cultural messages. When we
wait, we refuse to get caught up in our consumeristic
culture. We begin to realize that the fullness of life isn’t
found in buying more stuff. It’s found in the free gift of God’s
love that you can’t purchase, but you can always receive.
And you can always share.

A Just Peace Congregation

The Faith Adventure
The Counter-Cultural Message of Advent
Waiting was so hard when I was younger. In fact, it’s still
pretty difficult. Like Veruca Salt in Willy Wonka and the
Chocolate Factory, “I want it now!” I mean, what’s the harm
in opening up a Christmas package a little early?
Patience isn’t much a virtue in our culture. We want things
now and Amazon is there to deliver the next day. But if you
can’t wait that long, Amazon will soon deliver your package
by drone. It’ll be at your door in 30 minutes!
But I think that Roald Dahl had it right. Veruca turned into a
bad egg because she was impatient. And I think we turn into
bad eggs when we become impatient, too.
December is a good example of our cultural impatience.
That’s because most of December isn’t the season of
Christmas. Most of December is Advent, not Christmas.
This year, Advent goes from December 3 to the 24.
Christmas doesn’t begin until December 25 and it ends
on January 6.
But our culture doesn’t want to wait for Christmas, so it
begins Christmas the day after Thanksgiving. But our
cultural Christmas greeting isn’t so much “Merry
Christmas.” It’s “Hurry up and Buy! Buy! Buy!”
While our culture skips right over Advent, I think the
most counter-cultural thing Christians can do is to really
celebrate Advent. Don’t rush through Advent to get to
Christmas. Wait for it.
Advent provides a rich opportunity to tune out all those
cultural messages that tell us to hurry up and to buy things.
Advent says that you will never find true meaning in the rush
of life, or in the materialism of our culture. Stop. Take a

Which reminds me! One of the ways we are preparing this
Advent is by creating a church Christmas book! My wife
Carrie just informed me that during the last two Sundays
I’ve announced that I would like you to write a 300-350 page
essay on “What Christmas means to you.” 300 pages!
Whoops! No, I meant 300-350 words. Your essay can be a
reflection on what Christmas meant to you when you were
growing up. Or it can be about what Christmas means to
you now. Or you can write about your favorite Christmas
movie (I love the Grinch!). Or it can be about your favorite
Christmas passage from the Bible. Really, it can be about
whatever you want, just as long as it has something to do
with Christmas. And if you want to write more than one
reflection, feel free to do that! Please send your reflection to
me at adam@c-ucc.org.
Also, I want to thank you for my first month here at CUCC.
You have been warm and welcoming to me and my family.
I’m so excited to be here on the journey with you. I look
forward to celebrating Advent and Christmas with you this
month. I look forward to learning more about the Advent and
Christmas traditions here at CUCC. And who knows?
Maybe we’ll start some new traditions. I’ve heard some
stories about our Advent and Christmas celebrations and
I’m excited to experience them with you.

Adam

Pastor Adam’s Office Hours & Bible Study:
I’ll be in the pastor’s office on Mondays and Thursdays
from 10 to 2 pm. I’d love for you to stop by sometime to talk
about life, faith, or whatever you’d like to discuss. On
Thursdays from 12 to 1:30 pm, I invite you to join me for a
Bible Study on the passages I'll be preaching on Sunday
morning. I'd love to hear what you think about these texts! If
you'd like to meet with me, but Monday and Thursdays don't
work for you, please contact me via email at adam@cucc.org, or give me a call at (503) 734-6927 and we can
meet at a different time. I look forward to seeing you soon!
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Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!
Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Dealing with cancer
and Parkinson’s.
Judy Boncaro – Continued healing.
Pastor Adam & Carrie Ericksen – For Carrie’s father, Bob,
who was recently hospitalized, and her uncle, Mike, who had a
serious stroke, prayers for healing and for their families.
Rhonda & Dave Frick-Wright – For safe travels as they fly to
Germany to be with family as they await their new grandchild.
Peter Frick-Wright – Recovering from injuries as a result of a
hiking accident.
Patti Hanson’s Daughter, Lauri Barry – Healing from migraines.
Patti Hanson’s Son, Pete Hanson – Ongoing health issues.
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer.
Jill Lewis – At Royalton Place.
Gary Lowrie – For recovery from scheduled heart surgery.

Web Sites to Check Out:
 Clackamas UCC - http://www.c-ucc.org/
 CPC-UCC “On the Way” Newsletter http://cpcucc.org/wp14/on-the-way/
 CPC Aging & Spirituality Network http://cpcucc.org/wp14/ministry-teams/local-churchministry/aging-and-spirituality/
 UCC National Offices - www.ucc.org
 UCC Justice & Peace Action Network –
http://www.ucc.org/justice_jpanet

The Paulson Family – Continue to keep them in your prayers
as Sandy’s dementia progresses.
Betty Pribil – Living in an adult foster care home.
Lori Prouty – Recovering from cataract surgery.
Darryl Raby – Heart issues.
Dwight Richardson – At Royalton Place.
Howard Robinson – Health issues.
Jazelle Savin – Under treatment for breast cancer, including
recovery from surgery Nov. 30th. And to Jazelle’s family, Mike,
Elsie, Lisette & Tony, as they support her recovery.
Eldon Steiner – Severe back/leg pain issues.
Joyce Steiner – Eye concerns.
Brian Wilcox – Dealing with skin cancer and treatments.
Barbara Williams – At the Villages at Clackamas
Town Center.
Phyllis Yambos – Hearing issues & continued healing.

Dave Frick-Wright and Jim Paulson for
repairing and re-painting the walls in
Fellowship Hall, hallway and youth rooms.
And more thanks to Dave Frick-Wright,
Jim Paulson and Adam Ericksen for
replacing the bark chips in the playground
area. Looks great!
To Jean and John Herrera, Cathy
Cooper and the Deacons for coordinating
the Thanksgiving Soup Luncheon and
providing all the wonderful soups. We
raised $206 for the hungry.
Who deserves a special thank you? Tell Lori at web@c-ucc.org.

Member News
Trey Lewis-Wolfram, one of our
CUCC college students who has
been attending Blue Mountain
Community College has a special
invitation for everyone. He has
been working hard on his classes
and also playing on the BMCC
Basketball team. Trey’s team will
be playing in Oregon City only
once on Sunday, December 3rd
Trey Lewis-Wolfram
at the Clackamas Community
College Randall Hall gymnasium at 1pm. He invites
everyone to come see him play – hope you can all make it –
go Timberwolves! Contact Cyndi or Stuart Lewis-Wolfram
with questions.

A Great Success!
The Bazaar, Luncheon, Bake Sale and
Quilt Raffle was a great success! Thanks
to everyone who helped with this event from set up to clean
up (way too many names to list!). The turnout was excellent
and we raised $3,040! Special thanks to Joyce Steiner &
Jan Straub for coordinating the Bazaar, and to the Women’s
Circle who spent tireless hours stitching and baking.
Thank you to Jean Herrera for coordinating the Luncheon,
and to her entire lunch crew – Jazelle Savin, Bev Johnson,
Heather Merrifield, Jodi Chandler, Charlie Hinkle, Patti
Hanson, Brian and Tami Wilcox, John Herrera and Cathy
Cooper, and thanks to everyone who contributed food items!

Amazingly, Jean also hand-stitched and donated this year’s
quilt. Congratulations to the quilt raffle winner Sharon
Soliday, Peg’s daughter. We are happy to share the
following thank you from Sharon.
Dear Jean & all friends of CUCC,
I can’t believe I was lucky enough to be the recipient of
the beautiful quilt auctioned off at the annual bazaar. I
absolutely love it. It now has a front and center position in
my living room and everyone comments at how
breathtaking it is. Perhaps one day it will be on a bed for
warmth but for now, I’m enjoying the warmth it brings to
my home. Thank you again. (Special shout out to Bernie
who gave me her own raffle ticket to enter on my behalf who knows, that might have been the winner!).
With much love and gratitude,
Sharon Soliday

Sharon Soliday – Quilt Raffle Winner!

Amy Brinkley and
Bonne’ Marsh have been
best friends since Amy
was 21. In May of this
year, Bonne’ was
diagnosed with stage 4
non-curable metastatic
breast cancer in her
brain. She has been in
our prayers at CUCC.
Amy Brinkley & Bonne' Marsh @ Bazaar Her roommate brought
her to shop at our
Holiday Bazaar, and shop she did! They joined Amy for the
luncheon (her roommate, Stephanie, being grateful for a
vegetarian option). Bonne' chose lemon meringue pie for
dessert and was delighted she was able to eat every
scrumptious bite. She met Patty Hansen and told her what a
challenge it is to stomach food and thanked her for yummy
pie (that stayed down). If you would like to help Bonne’,
please visit https://www.gofundme.com/helpbonne.

Giving Tree 2017
3rd Monday of each month, 10:15 - 11:45 in
Fellowship Hall.
Please join us on Monday, December 18th
from 10:30 - 11:45 am. Everyone is welcome, we will be
discussing books that we have read in the recent past.
January 2018 is Poetry Month! We will be bringing our
favorite poetry and having some readings, please join us.
More information will be included in the January newsletter.

Throughout the month of December we will be discussing
Advent and Christmas texts. Please join us at 9:20 am
Sundays before Worship.
Additionally, Pastor Adam will hold Bible Study in his office
on Thursdays between noon – 1:30 pm to discuss the
upcoming Sunday’s sermon passages.

CUCC has designated the
Clackamas Service Center (CSC)
as the agency we will support
through the Giving Tree this
year. Please bring your unwrapped
items to place under the Giving
Tree, such as:
Diapers & Pull-Ups: #1 needed item right now (all sizes)
Hats, Gloves & Socks
Thermal Tops
Blankets & Tarps
Hygiene Items
Pet Items (such as dog food, etc.)
Debra Mason (director of CSC) and staff are most
appreciative of everything they receive.

Fair Trade & “Gifts that Give Twice” Giving
Clackamas UCC will again have a “Gifts
that Give Twice” table in the Narthex of the
church. These gifts support our missions
100%. So all your purchases also give a gift
to those in need.
This year’s “Gifts that Give Twice” table will be available
on Sunday Dec. 10th and 17th after worship. Fair trade and
handmade gift items will be offered.

 Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF raised a total of $185
 Neighbors in Need collection raised $800
 Thanksgiving Soup Lunch raised $206
Thank you to all who participated!
We all make a difference in this world.

On Sunday, December 3rd, we will be gathering after
worship to enjoy the POTLUCK, and to decorate the
Narthex Christmas tree.
Don’t miss this fun CUCC
tradition for all generations!

Jim & Sandy Paulson’s
Granddaughter, Hannah,
from a few years ago

Shop your church first! Make a difference.

Art & Spirit Circle will meet on Monday,

December 4th at 7 pm. We will be making
decorations for the tree in the Narthex and to
take home. Please bring your own supplies for
what you are making – pine cones will be
available for decorating. Join us!

CHRISTMAS BOOK – What Does
Christmas Mean to You?
Special Request from Pastor Adam
Dear Friends – I'm writing to invite
you to write a chapter (or two!) for
our Christmas book, "What
Christmas Means to CUCC."
Here are the instructions:
Each chapter can be a 300-400
word reflection on what Christmas
means to you. For example, you
can write about Christmas and
your childhood, Christmas and
your adulthood, a reflection on a
certain passage from the Bible
that pertains to the Christmas
story, or your favorite Christmas movie, or you could write
about any other ideas you have about the meaning of
Christmas. If you would like to write more than one chapter,
you are welcome to do so!
Please send me your reflection by Monday, December
10th. That'll give us enough time to put the book together for
Christmas. I look forward to reading your reflections! Please
let me know if you have any questions.
Grace and peace,
Adam

Bring Your Poinsettias
for the Altar
As is traditional at CUCC, anyone who
would like to donate poinsettias for the
altar in memory of a loved one may do
so from now through the month of
December. They are a lovely addition
to our sanctuary during the holidays.

Social Justice

Clackamas Service Center
“After the Fire”
After fire ravaged the rear portion of Clackamas Service
Center’s main building this summer, we weren’t quite sure
how or when we would be able to re-open. However, your
incredible response to our Rebuilt and Provide
campaign – you collectively gave over $20,000 – helped
ensure that CSC would make a comeback. These funds
were effectively doubled because the Johnson Charitable
Trust had offered $20,000 in matching emergency funds!

Within a week of the blaze, our staff and volunteers set up
services on the sidewalk outside the Center, so that our
houseless neighbors could continue to access food,
water, clothing, hygiene items, medical care and mail.
With the help of your donations, we purchased a food cart
and a dining tent, so that we can provide consistent meal
service until the Center is ready to fully re-open.

CSC Food Cart Purchased after Fire Destruction

In September, CSC held our second annual fundraising
luncheon, Harvesting Hope. This event truly lived up to its
name – you helped us raise $90,000! This incredible
outpouring of support cemented our belief that CSC would not
just recover from the fire – but come back better than ever.
As I write to you today, architects and engineers are
finalizing plans for the rebuild of our building’s main floor.
When reconstruction is finished, CSC will have a new roof
and siding, an expanded kitchen, a new front entrance,
and a relocated and improved ADA ramp. These
enhancements, which will ensure the longevity of the
building as well as a calmer environment for our clients,
would be impossible without your support!
Meanwhile, work in the basement of the Center is nearly
complete! With refrigeration units scheduled for installation
in the next two weeks, we plan to re-open our food pantry
as soon as possible. We are proud to say that CSC’s new
food pantry will be shopping-style. This grocery store-like
format is the most dignified, trauma-informed set-up for
a pantry, and will help reduce food waste by giving visitors
more choice and control.
Whether you donated or volunteered this year, we couldn’t
have made it through without you. You’ve made sure that
our community’s most vulnerable have access to food,
clothing, mail service and medical care, and ensured
that CSC will come back from this summer’s tragedy
better than before.
We are so thankful to have you on our side.
Warmly,
Debra Mason,
Executive Director

This Tax Plan Harms the Common Good

As we learned of the massacre at First Baptist Church in
Sutherland Springs, Texas, we mourned with this body of
believers, this town, and our nation.
We mourn the 26 shot dead.
We mourn the 12-14 children included in that number.
We mourn those injured in body and in soul as they
gathered to worship God.
We mourn the lives needlessly sacrificed. We mourn the
violation of the sanctity of houses of worship. We mourn the
devaluing of human life.
We mourn.
This grief is not new to us. We have been in this mourning
place 308 times this year. And we have mourned every time
persons armed with guns have entered spaces filled with
people intending to kill.
We mourn the 399 people that have been gunned down in
these acts of domestic terrorism this year alone. We mourn
for them and we mourn for their families.
We mourn the 1,644 people whose gunshot wounds were
not fatal but whose spirits will never fully heal.
We mourn.
We cannot control evil.
We can control access to guns.
The failure of our nation to enact responsible gun legislation
makes us complicit in the deaths we mourn. And until we
act, our mourning is without meaning.
We, the officers of the United Church of Christ, call upon our
national leadership to do more than mourn. We call upon
you to repent and respond to the cries of the people by
denouncing this unholy alliance with the NRA and enacting
gun legislation that is in the best interest of this country.
And if our current leadership continues to refuse, we call
upon the people to rise up and elect leadership who will.
If your congregation wants to do something, you can start
by planning how you will engage in the National Vigil for
Victims of Gun Violence next month. Host a vigil or come
to Washington, D.C. to participate in the witness in our
nation’s capital.

Congressional leaders introduced a tax reform plan last
week, with the goal of overhauling our tax system by
Thanksgiving. Supporters of the plan claim that it offers
relief for the middle-class, but the numbers say otherwise.
So who will benefit? Corporations and
the wealthiest one percent of
Americans. As for the rest of us,
some middle-class taxpayers would
see a savings - of only a few hundred
dollars. Those who are in greatest
need - the most economically vulnerable - stand to lose the
most. Tax benefits for the wealthiest Americans would come
at the price of gutting already weakened social safety net
programs.
As people of faith, we are called to love our neighbor and to
care for the common good, and the common good does not
fare well under this tax reform proposal.
The plan would not adequately address the critical
challenge of our nation’s failing infrastructure. Our already
strained health care system would receive less Medicaid
and Medicare funding at a time when the needs are higher
than ever. Tax credits like the Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC) and the Child Tax Credit would no longer be
accessible to those who need it most - low-income and
working families.
This tax reform plan would only serve to widen the chasm of
income disparity in the United States. That is not right or
just. Contact your members of Congress and tell them we
deserve a fair tax system!

Sunday, December 24th – ADVENT 4 & Christmas Eve,
Rev. Adam Ericksen leads worship.
7:15 Cookie Reception before the Service
8pm Christmas Eve Service & Candlelight Caroling
No Sunday am service.
Sunday, December 31st – Special Music & Peace Prayers.

January 2018

December Calendar
Sundays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: 9:20 am – Advent and Christmas texts. Join us!
Worship: 10:30 am
During Worship: Youth are dismissed for activities.

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Women’s Circle: Meet weekly from 10 to 1. Please check with
Joyce Steiner for details. We love to have newcomers!
Choir Practice: Meets from 6:50 to 8 pm.

Pastor Adam’s Office Hours
Mondays: 10 to 2 pm
Thursdays: 10 to 2 pm with Bible Study from noon to 1:30 pm

December
Sunday, December 3rd – ADVENT I, Rev. Adam
Ericksen leads worship. Tree Trimming & Potluck
after Worship.
Monday, December 4th – Art & Spirit Circle 7 pm in
Fellowship Hall to make Christmas ornaments for the
church tree and to take home. Pine cones provided; bring
any supplies you might want to use in making ornaments.
Sunday, December 10th – ADVENT 2, Rev. Adam
Ericksen leads worship. The Gifts that Give Twice
Table will be open after worship. Turn in your “What
Christmas Means to Me” story. Calling & Caring meets.
Sunday, December 17th – ADVENT 3, Rev. Ann Duffy
leads worship. The Gifts that Give Twice Table will be
open after worship. January Newsletter Deadline.
Monday, December 18th – Book Club meets at 10:15 11:45 in Fellowship Hall for general discussion.

Sunday, January 7th – Finance Committee meets after
Worship
Monday, January 8th – Art & Spirit Circle 7 pm
Sunday, January 14th – Council meeting after Worship
Monday, January 15th – Book Club meets in
Fellowship Hall 10:15 to 11:45 am. January is Poetry
Month! We will be bringing our favorite poetry and
having some readings.
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
Sunday, January 21st – Newsletter Deadline
Sunday, January 28th – Congregational Meeting &
Potluck

Remember your Per Capita Dues for 2017
Per Capita are denominational dues that
we pay per member at Clackamas UCC.
It’s $14 per person, and we ask members
to pay that. If you can’t remember if you’ve
paid your per capita this year, just ask Patti
Hanson and she’ll look it up for you.

