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There’s something else that I love about Ash Wednesday – and
that is death. Let me explain with a little story. I interned as a
chaplain in a hospital down in Eugene for about a year. Mortality
is always in the hospital. Quite often people who were in the
process of dying were able to let things go. Many were able to
let go of past hatreds and anxieties and fears and expectations.
There was a certain freedom that they gained in the face of
death. Suddenly, only the things that truly mattered came to
light. Everything else seemed to wash away.
That’s what Ash Wednesday is all about. Putting ashes on
foreheads seems a little morbid to our modern world, but that’s
the point. Ash Wednesday is counter-cultural. It calls us to die to
the things that hold us back so that we can truly live into the
Realm of God that Jesus brought to earth.

The Faith Adventure
The Counter-Cultural Message of Ash Wednesday
Hi Everyone!
I have a pet peeve – trick questions. Just come out and say it.
Or at least tell me that a trick question is coming. It gives me
a hint. And I need hints. Sometimes in my family we’ll ask
trick questions and then give a hint like this – the answer
begins with the letter “A” and ends in “sh Wednesday.”
So, I’m telling you now that this is a trick question. Here it
comes…
What is February

14th?

I’ll give you a minute to think about it …. Okay … Yes, you
can look it up on Google …
February 14th is Valentine’s Day! Yep. And for some reason
known only to the people who are aware of how these things
work (Not me!), February 14th is also Ash Wednesday.
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. We in the
United Church of Christ tend to be more Christmas and
Easter people than we are Ash Wednesday, Lent, and Good
Friday people, but I love Ash Wednesday. So this year we’re
going to have an Ash Wednesday meditation service. I
don’t want to compete with Valentine’s Day dinners, so our
service will be from 11:45 – 2:00 on February 14th.
I love Ash Wednesday because it’s about mortality (Okay, I
know that sounds weird, but stick with me…). And our
consumer culture doesn’t do well with mortality. It wants us to
stay as young as we can for as long as we can so that we can
consume more and more stuff!
There’s nothing wrong with being young, but our culture
misses something when it emphasizes youth at the expense
of those of us who are older. Our culture, especially now,
desperately needs the wisdom that comes with age. And Ash
Wednesday reminds us to not lose sight of that wisdom, but
to cherish it.

And so I hope you have a very happy Valentine’s Day that is
filled with love. And chocolate. I love chocolate. I also hope you
have a blessed Ash Wednesday. If you have time, come
celebrate at the church. We will have self-guided meditation
stations in the sanctuary. I will offer you ashes, but if you are
uncomfortable with ashes, I will have water for your forehead.
Either one is just fine.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Adam
If you’re looking for an evening Ash Wednesday Service: King
of Kings Lutheran Church, 5502 SE Thiessen Rd, Milwaukie.
Wed. Feb. 14th, 7 pm – Prayers, Holy Communion, Hymns,
Meditation, and Imposition of the Ashes.

Sermons Online
Remember if you miss a Sunday, you can access audios of
Rev. Adam Ericksen's sermons on our website at http://cucc.org/sermons.htm.
Sermon videos are also available on our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/ClackamasUnitedChurchofChrist/
Or our YouTube Channel at
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=clackamas+
united+church+of+christ
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In Fond Memory …

Glenn Camper, 1923 –
Jan. 10, 2018

Glenn Camper passed away
peacefully on January 10th at the age
of 94 with his family by his side.
Glenn and his wife, Jean, were longtime members of CUCC. Jean
preceded him in death and Glenn had
lived with his son in Seattle for the
past two years. We will all remember
Glenn fondly.

Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!
Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Cancer and Parkinson’s.
Judy Boncaro – Healing from Feb. 1st breast cancer surgery.
Abbie Ericksen – Healing from surgery.
Patti Hanson’s Daughter, Lauri Barry – Healing from migraines.
Patti Hanson’s Son, Pete Hanson – Ongoing health issues.
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer.
Jill Lewis – At Royalton Place.
Gary Lowrie – Ongoing medical care for heart-related issues.
The Paulson Family – Continue to keep them in your prayers
as Sandy’s dementia progresses.
Ruby Philpot – Recovering from a fall.
Betty Pribil – Living in an adult foster care home.
Darryl Raby – Heart issues.
Linda Raby – Needing surgery for Carpal Tunnel.
Dwight Richardson – At Royalton Place.
Howard Robinson – Health issues.
Jazelle Savin – Under treatment for breast cancer.
Eldon Steiner – Severe back/leg pain issues.
Joyce Steiner – Eye concerns.
Brian Wilcox – Dealing with skin cancer and treatments.
Barbara Williams – At the Villages/Clackamas Town Center.
Meals for Judy Boncaro – if you can provide a meal for Judy
as she recovers from her Feb.1st surgery, please contact Peg
Soliday. There will be a sign-up sheet at church this Sunday.

In Fond Memory …
Phyllis Yambos,
mother/mother-in-law to
Lita and Jeff Pratt, died
peacefully January 18th,
2018 one month shy of her
100th birthday, after a short
battle with influenza. Eryphili
(Phyllis) Psiropoulos was
Phyllis Yambos, Feb. 22, 1918 - Jan. 18, 2018
born in the mountain village
of Deskati, Greece, one of 16 children. In 1936 the family moved
to Athens, where Eryphili was employed as a skilled seamstress.
Her work was often solicited by the Greek Royal Family where
her brother John served as an attendant to King George II. Read
more about Phyllis’ interesting life in her obituary at this link.

A Special Thank You …
Dave Frick-Wright for repainting the youth room –
go check it out!
Charlie Hinkle for leading worship on Jan. 21st.
Thank you to everyone to attended our annual
Congregational budget meeting. 2018 will be an
exciting year for CUCC!
A Special Thank You from Jazelle Savin & Family:
“To the CUCC Congregation, I would like to thank the entire
congregation for their support during my cancer treatment.
My family and I appreciate the prayers and positive thoughts
you have sent us. Our CUCC family is an important part of
our lives and so we are sending out thank yous and hugs to
each and every one of you. The food and cards were greatly
appreciated and they certainly helped us get through this
tough time.
I am going to still ask for continued prayers and positive
thoughts for my family and me. I am having five weeks of
radiation Monday through Friday and at least six months of
oral chemo therapy. Thank you again our church family for
being there for the Savin Family – Michael, Elsie and
Jazelle Savin, Lisette and Tony Schuler”
Do you know someone who deserves a special thank you?
Tell Lori at web@c-ucc.org.

Member News

Immigration Quilt, Poem by Nancy McClain

Nancy McClain’s Poem for the Immigration Quilt
Nancy McClain wrote the following powerful poem about
the many trials that immigrants face trying to come to our
country to better their lives. The poem sits in the center of
this beautiful “Immigration Quilt,” and is surrounded by the
embroidered names of children and young adults under the
age of 25 that have lost their lives on this trek. About 35
more names remain to be added to the quilt.

The quilt was handmade by Mary Thomas of Mesa, AZ as
part of the Migrant Quilt Project. The cloth and branches are
hand painted and then cut into squares. The center is a
tortilla cloth, representing those found torn and dirty in the
desert. They are generally embroidered by a Mom, Aunt or
Grandma and used to wrap your lunch (tortillas).
You Are Out There

I walked in the desert – just an hour,
maybe more – tired and thirsty
You are out there – now I know for sure
You escaped from your homeland of war, inscription
to the militia, kidnapping or rape
You blended as a native in Mexico
You made it to the next border
You escaped the drug cartel – forced to
live a life of a mule
You believed the guides – they took your money
Only 5 miles to Phoenix
You have been walking 3 days
Hiding alone frightened
No trails – sandy uneven ground, loose rocks,
dangerous footings
Snakes, scorpions, thorns in every bush – no shade
Helicopters searching – fear – boarder control agents
Water jugs – are they good or poisoned by minute men
You have eaten all the tortillas, crackers –
your backpacks are here
No water – your empty water bottle has been left
Shoes are ruined – you can no longer walk in them
If only you could scrabble up the next ridge –
you would see rooftops
You leave your bones – we leave crosses
You are out there – now I know for sure
I send my prayers for you
Nancy McClain

What is the Migrant Quilt Project?
Between 2004 and 2005, a record number of 282 migrants
perished in the Tucson Sector, the border region between
New Mexico and Yuma. The increase in deaths moved Jody
Ipsen to take action to alleviate the tragic loss of life. As she
hiked remote migrant trails with fellow humanitarians, they
collected clothing, cans and water bottles left behind by
migrants. Initially, they recycled some items and threw away
the dirty clothes until Jody realized that the textile-based
discards could be used to make quilts to communicate the
reality of migrants’ deaths. She reached out to quiltmakers
and artists to create quilts from the blue jeans, bandanas,
work shirts and embroidered cloths she gathered in the
desert. Quilts would represent deaths from each year since
2000 when the Pima County Medical Examiner’s Office
began documenting the names of deceased migrants, with
the word “unknown” or “desconocido” used to designate an
unidentified person’s remains. The Migrant Quilt Project
shares the quilts at exhibits and immigration conferences
and on its Facebook page.

Congratulations to Peter FrickWright whose travel story about the
crash of Eastern Airlines Flight 980 and
his subsequent trip to Bolivia has been
published in the newly-released book
The Best American Travel Writing 2017
by Lauren Collins. It is available at local
bookstores or on Amazon at this link.
Go check it out!

Sunday morning
Adult Bible Study
meets at 9:20 am
before Worship. During
February we will focus on preparing for Lent.
Pastor's Bible Study in February!
The Pastor's Bible Study meets each Tuesday in the
pastor's office from 12:00-1:30 to discuss the Bible
lessons for the following Sunday. Join Pastor Adam for the
following discussions:
 February 6: 2 Kings 2:1-12; Mark 9:2-9
 February 13: Genesis 9:8-17; Mark 1:9-15
 February 25: Genesis 17:1-7 and 15-16; Mark 8:31-38
What is the Lectionary?
Pastor Adam has said that he is a "lectionary preacher." But
what is the lectionary?
The lectionary is a resource that guides preachers on what
passages in scripture to focus on while preaching each
Sunday. Traditionally, the lectionary came in book form, but
now you can find it online.
Jewish tradition claims the idea of the lectionary goes all the
way back to Moses. It worked as a guide for rabbis as they
led worship services. The first Christians picked up the
practice of using a lectionary from the Jewish tradition.
The modern lectionary is shared by mainline Protestants
and Catholics. Pastor Adam loves using the lectionary
because it creates a sense of community among Christians.
Whenever we read the passages from the lectionary, we
join Christians from our local community and all around the
world in exploring the same passages on Sundays.
But Pastor Adam likes the lectionary for another reason,
too. The lectionary is a three-year cycle. In Year A, we read
from Matthew. In Year B, we read from Mark. And in Year C
we read from Luke (John gets interspersed throughout the
three years). The lectionary includes a Hebrew Bible
reading, a Psalm, and a New Testament reading. During the
three-year cycle, we hear stories from Genesis to

Revelation. So using the lectionary gives us a good sense
of the Bible as a whole. If you have any questions about the
lectionary, please contact Pastor Adam at adam@c-ucc.org.

Art & Spirit Circle
Art & Spirit Circle will meet on
Monday, February 5th at 7 pm in
Fellowship Hall. Cathy Cooper will
lead us in creating Valentine quilted
hearts from paper, fabric and lace.
Please come and join us!

Women’s Circle will be meeting again
beginning Wednesday, February 7th from
10 – 1pm in Fellowship Hall. We would love
to have people join us or just stop by to say
hi. And remember that our handcrafted items are for sale all
throughout the year!

Sunday, February 11th – Please join us
after Worship for a Valentine’s Day
Luncheon fundraiser, hosted by Patti
Hanson and Peg Soliday. All proceeds
benefit the CUCC general fund. Please be
sure to attend this important fundraiser!

Young at Hearts Luncheon
There will be a Young at Hearts luncheon
on Monday, February 12th at The Grove
(15300 SE McLoughlin, Milwaukie). Please
plan to meet at 11:45 at the restaurant and
let Peggy Soliday know if you need a ride. It is for Valentine’s
Day so you might have a surprise! We always have a good
turnout for the luncheon - let's keep it that way!

3rd Monday of each month, 10:15 - 11:45
in Fellowship Hall.
The January Book Club meeting was a
resounding success! Ten members brought
poetry and shared favorites by reading aloud to the rest of
the group. We heard poetry from Ireland; poetry read from a
book of published poems by Cathy Cooper’s father; we
learned that America the Beautiful was written on Pike's
Peak by Katy Lee Baty as she looked out over the plains of
our country; there was even a limerick thrown in for good

measure. The group thought this was one of our best Book
Club meetings ever.
Our next meeting will be February 19th from 10:15 11:45 in Fellowship Hall. We have started going out to
lunch afterwards - please join us in merry discussion about
the books we love and the books we want to read. The
February meeting will be a general discussion of the books
we have read or are reading now.

Congregational Meeting –
2018 Budget Approval
The annual Congregational Meeting was held on
January 28th and included review of the 2017 end-ofyear financials. The 2018 proposed budget was also
presented and unanimously approved. A copy of the
budget is available at church, or you can contact Lori
Prouty at Lbprouy@comcast.net to request an
electronic copy. The following list of 2017 Benevolences
represents the various missions, designated funds and
in-kind gifts paid out in 2017. Thank you to everyone
who attended the meeting! The meeting Minutes will be
available soon.
2017 BENEVOLENCES
Misc. Missions:
ACLU
Community of Welcoming Congregations
CPC-UCC (Strengthen the Church)
Every Mother Counts
Global Ministries - solar lights
Interfaith Movement For Immigrant Justice
NAMI - Clackamas County
Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
Designated Funds:
Endangered Species - Giraffe
Clackamas Services Agency/Giving Tree
Water for Life (Cambodia / Flint MI)
King's Cupboard
Neighbors in Need
OGHS - One Great Hour of Sharing
Trick or Treat for Unicef
OCWM

$20.00
$100.00
$150.00
$200.00
$100.00
$50.00
$60.00
$30.00
$710.00
$658.00
$1,075.00
$985.00
$519.00
$800.00
$782.00
$184.00
$5,003.00
$2,600.00

In-Kind Gifts:
 School supplies for the N.Clackamas School System's
Start Right program.
 Boxes of adult & kids books for the Clackamas Bookshelf.
 Donation of blankets, socks and other warm clothing to
Clackamas Service Agency from our Giving Tree.

It was unanimously approved at the annual
Congregational Meeting that we will now
begin a fundraising campaign to purchase a
new CUCC road sign in order to get better
messages of justice and peace issues out
into the local community. Pastor Adam
presented the information to the
congregation, including the type of sign that Council
recommends, which will be a double-sided, illuminated,
reader-board type. More information will be presented as
time goes along. Please consider donating towards the
new sign project! Our goal of $10,000 has already
received $2,700!

Pastor’s Report 2018: How to
Deliver Our Message
We have an amazing community here at CUCC and we
have a crucially important message for our culture during
these times. Our community needs to hear our message.
Here are things we can do right away and some longer
range items that we can accomplish to spread our message
of God’s love and justice for all people.
Things we can do right away:
 Facebook. Please rate and leave a review of the church
on our Facebook page. Tell people what you love about
CUCC. Also, please like and consider sharing the posts
on the church’s page. Visitors often go to a Facebook
page when researching. The more likes and reviews we
have, the more likely people will be encouraged to come.
 Rate CUCC on Google. Simply Google Clackamas United
Church of Christ. The Google search will bring up our
church. On the right-hand side, you will see pictures of
CUCC. Scroll down a little bit and you should see a link to
“Write a Review.” Click there and you should be able to write
a review. Give us 5 stars. The review will also allow you to
post a picture. If you have a picture of members of the
church smiling and looking happy, please post it there, too.
 Many experts say that the best thing to advertise a church
are pictures of people. So, we need a few people to be
intentional about taking pictures at church events,
including during worship services. It might seem a bit
awkward to take pictures at church, especially during
worship services, but it’s a really important way to tell our
story. We will post the pictures on Facebook and Google.
 Please remember to wear your nametags, and whenever
you speak in church during announcements or prayers of

the people, please say your name. This is primarily for
new people to feel welcome and get better acquainted
with us. Please remember to say your name even if you
think we don’t have visitors. I would like for us to get into
the habit of assuming we have visitors every Sunday.
Things that will take some time and planning:
 Social Justice Nights. Once a month I’d like for us to
host a Social Justice Night and invite the larger Milwaukie
community. This event can center around a social justice
movie/documentary along with food (pizza, for example)
and post movie discussion questions. Another option is to
invite a local person doing social justice work for a
conversation.
 A new website. People go to Facebook and church
websites to learn more about a church they might be
interested in. Our website needs an update.
 A new sign. The best way to get our message to our
local community is through a sign with a reader board that
allows for new messages to be posted. Lori, Suzanne,
and I have done a lot of research into a sign which was
presented at the Congregational Meeting.
Please contact Pastor Adam at adam@c-ucc.com or 503734-6927 if you have any questions, further ideas, would
like to meet, or if you would like to volunteer to help with any
of the items above.

Social Justice
February 12th – 9 am to 4:30 pm
2nd floor of the MICAH Building, 680 State Street (across
from the First United Methodist Church), Salem. Ecumenical
Ministries of Oregon and Oregon Interfaith Power & Light
are partnering with faith-based organizations, climate
advocates, businesses, social justice leaders and others at
the Clean Energy Jobs Lobby Day. Join us and the Renew
Oregon Coalition for a full day of advocacy that will lead to
an historic climate victory for Oregon. Show up in force and
make sure everyone knows that we can't wait to act on
climate. RSVP now.
Kindness Abounds During Lent in Silver City
Written by Connie Larkman

With the distribution of ashes on the first day of Lent, Ash
Wednesday reminds us of our mortality, "from dust you came,
and to dust you shall return," a prompt that life is short and to
be lived to the fullest. Increasingly, that age-old lesson is
taking on new meaning during the season anticipating Easter,
a time which is becoming more about morality — less about

what Christians give up, and more about what they are doing
to be God’s church in the world.
Living into the words of Jesus, "Love one another as I have
loved you," members of a little church in Silver City, N.M., are
practicing "40 Days of Kindness" during Lent. Moderator Wendy
Spurgeon, who sees her congregation as "an evolving 3.0
church," said it’s about being the hands and feet of Jesus.
"We are working through how do you be the church in action,"
Spurgeon said. "How do you step out into the community to be the
church in the world?" That’s where 40 days of kindness comes in.
It can be a small act, such as opening a door for others, sharing
a smile with someone on the street, offering others a ride to
church, visiting and praying for those who are ill, or something
more. Barbara Rychener created a personal gift for a young
mother-to-be. "A year ago, I heard of a local young teen that
was about to deliver a baby and had nothing prepared, so I
made a quilt as one of my acts of kindness."
"We are creating a space where all are welcome, including
those who may or may not define themselves as Christian,"
Spurgeon said. "We have some atheists or agnostics in our
community. We are involved as a journey of exploration as a
group, to create a space to work together and create a sense of
oneness — to be the body of Christ in the world."
The congregation, which started in 2012, distributed ashes at the
city’s Visitors Center and at a local park on Ash Wednesday and
plan to spend time during Lent being kind to their neighbors.
"This is our third year doing ashes on the street, and I'm not
sure exactly when we began the 40 Days of Kindness, but
either at that time, or since," said Chaplain Gale Green, a
former hospice chaplain who helps minister at Silver City UCC.
After reading a couple of books on kindness, Green suggested
"that instead of giving up something, we do something to create
more kindness in our larger community. We decided to focus
instead on 'taking on' the daily practice of Kindness."
Participants have hosted a backyard fire circle and
marshmallow roast for neighbors and friends, helped distribute
food at the local food bank, and held a fundraiser to support a
local organization that assists people who are less fortunate.
Others spent one Sunday putting together bags of "necessary"
items (socks, toothbrush, toothpaste, comb, water bottle and
more) for homeless people they saw about town.
"I've seen some amazingly sweet things happening," said
Green. "Very often, kindnesses happen without the person
doing them even realizing their act of kindness."
"Look at whatever 5 loaves and 2 fishes you have, and give,
and give, and keep on giving," said Green. "You don't have to
be a large group. We aren't great, but we do have a great God,
and we want others to know the love we continue to
experience."

Sunday, February 18th – LENT 1. Rev. Ericksen leads
Worship. Water for Life special offering begins.
Newsletter deadline.
Tuesday, February 20th – Staff Relations meets 10 am
at church.
Sunday, February 25th – LENT 2. Rev. Ericksen leads
Worship. One Great Hour of Sharing special offering begins.

March 2018
Sunday, March 4th – LENT 3. Rev. Ericksen leads Worship.
Communion Sunday.

February Calendar

Sunday, March 11th – LENT 4. Rev. Ericksen leads Worship.
Daylight savings – set clocks ahead. Council meets.

Sundays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: 9:20 am –Join us for Lent preparation!
Worship: 10:30 am
During Worship: Youth are dismissed for activities.

Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC

Sunday, March 18th – LENT 5. Rev. Ericksen leads
Worship. Newsletter deadline.
St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon after Worship.

Pastor Adam’s New Office Hours:
10 – 2 pm with Bible Study from 12 – 1:30.

Monday, March 19th – Art & Spirit Circle 7 pm led by Patti
Hanson. Onion skin decorated eggs. Bring 3-4 raw eggs and
cut-up onion skins.

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC

Sunday, March 25th – Palm Sunday. Rev. Ericksen leads
Worship.

Women’s Circle: Meets from 10 to 1:30.
Choir Practice: Meets from 6:50 to 8 pm.

February 2018
Sunday, February 4th – Rev. Ericksen leads Worship.
Communion Sunday.
Monday, February 5th – Art & Spirit Circle 7 pm in
Fellowship Hall.
Tuesday, February 6th – Worship Committee meets 10
am at church.
Sunday, February 11th – Rev. Ericksen leads Worship.
Racial Justice Sunday. Trustees meet after Worship.
Valentine’s Day Luncheon after Worship – CUCC
Fundraiser – don’t miss it!
Wednesday, February 14th – Lent begins.
Ash Wednesday Self-Guided Meditative Service at
CUCC from 11:45 – 2 pm.
7 pm – Ash Wednesday Service at King of Kings
Lutheran Church, 5501 SE Thiessen Rd.

Thursday, March 29th – Maundy Thursday Service.

