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In fact, many are calling that idea foolish today. We are
experiencing a type of modern day resurrection. Students at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School are rising up to say
that violence and death don’t have the last word. They claim
that the status quo of violence and death has run its course.
They are leading our world into a better future.
And many adults label them as foolish. Or actors. Or pawns
of some “liberal agenda.” But here’s what I find so inspiring
about these students: They don’t care what people call them.
They are determined to get their message out. And just as
important, they aren’t motivated by hate or resentment. They
are motivated by a bigger vision to make their schools, and
the world, a better place.
They are what Easter is all about. In the Resurrection, Jesus
didn’t come back for revenge. He came back to offer peace to
those who betrayed him and invited his followers to a life of
love and justice.

The Faith Adventure
Dear friends,
February was another reminder of the importance of
Progressive Christian faith.
February 14th was Valentine’s Day. It also happened to be
Ash Wednesday. I love Ash Wednesday because it tells us
the truth that we don’t hear anywhere else in our culture. It’s a
reminder of the truth that one day we will all die. But Ash
Wednesday isn’t a morbid reminder of death. Rather, it’s a
reminder of death so that we begin to discern what’s truly
important in our lives.
But I hated Ash Wednesday this year. I wish it never
happened. Tragically, February 14th this year is known as
another “Valentine’s Day Massacre.” As you know, a troubled
teenage boy whose mother and father died way too young
took out his pain on his high school classmates and teachers.
Ash Wednesday leads us to Good Friday. Good Friday tells
us that God felt the pain of death. But Good Friday eventually
leads to the Easter Sunday. Have you noticed that Easter this
year is on April Fool’s Day?
There’s a profound and ironic truth to the coincidence of
those dates. It’s foolish to believe in Resurrection. It’s foolish
to believe that life can come from death, especially a death
like Jesus suffered. After all, death is the status quo. Violent
empires, what the New Testament calls the “powers and
principalities,” have always murdered the lives of those who
challenge the status quo. And that’s what happened to Jesus
on Good Friday.
But Easter tells us the foolish message that death doesn’t
have the last word. God’s love has the last word.
And many will call that idea foolish.

Ash Wednesday, Lent, Good Friday, Easter and high school
students. They look at the violence and hatred of the world
and make the audacious claim that it doesn’t have to be this
way. We don’t have to be this way. We can be different.
And that’s why I give thanks for you. You, the members of
CUCC, are a Resurrection people. You live the Gospel
message with one another. I see it all the time. You make
meals for those who are sick. You visit those who are
homebound. You send cards to one another. You ask each
other “How are you doing?” and you actually mean it!
Yes, these are challenging times. Sometimes I feel a sense of
despair creeping into my soul. And then I think of you. I think
of those students. And I see the Gospel Story playing out.
And I am grateful. Thank you for all that you do. I look forward
to continuing the season of Lent with you. And soon we will
celebrate Easter - the fact that death doesn’t have the last
word. God’s love does.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Adam
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Holidays are a tough time to be
away from your church family.
Please remember those who
cannot be with us at church this
Easter season. Cards and calls
are always appreciated.
Spread the love.

Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!
Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Cancer and Parkinson’s.
Judy Boncaro – Healing from breast cancer surgery.
Amy Brinkley's friend Bonne Marsh – Diagnosed with
metastatic breast cancer.
Abbie Ericksen – Healing from surgery.
Patti Hanson’s Daughter, Lauri Barry – Healing from migraines.
Patti Hanson’s Son, Pete Hanson – Ongoing health issues.
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer.
Jill Lewis – At Royalton Place.
Gary Lowrie – Ongoing medical care for heart-related issues.
The Paulson Family – Continue to keep them in your prayers
as Sandy’s dementia progresses.
Ruby Philpot – Recovering from a fall.
Lita & Jeff Pratt – Following the death of Lita’s mother,
Phyllis Yambos.
Betty Pribil – Living in an adult foster care home.
Darryl Raby – Heart issues.
Linda Raby – Needing surgery for Carpal Tunnel.
Dwight Richardson – At Royalton Place.
Howard Robinson – Health issues.
Jazelle Savin – Under treatment for breast cancer.
Eldon Steiner – Severe back/leg pain issues.
Joyce Steiner – Recovering from eye surgery.
Brian Wilcox – Dealing with skin cancer and treatments.
Barbara Williams – At the Villages/Clackamas Town Center.

Email Prayer List
Sign-Up
If you would like to receive a weekly
email from Pastor Adam with updated
and new prayer requests, please let him
know on any Sunday, or by email/phone
at adam@c-ucc.org, (503) 654-0741.

Ash Wednesday Reflection
If you weren’t able to attend CUCC’s Ash
Wednesday Service, please read the
following reflection by Peg Soliday on
what the service entailed and what it
meant to her – plan to attend next year!

A Special Thank You …
Cathy Cooper – for donating a first aid kit for the
kiddos in Sunday School.
Darryl Raby – thanks for stepping up to be our
church photographer for special events!

Reflection – Ash Wednesday Meditation Service
I attended the Ash Wednesday Meditation Service and it
was a moving, reflective and holy experience to mark the
beginning of Lent. It was a self-guided meditation service
with five stations set up in the Sanctuary, each one
designed to help us consider the need and opportunities for
transformation. The stations included:

Patti Hanson and Peg Soliday – for coordinating
the Valentine's Day Fundraising Lunch and Basket
Raffle which raised just over $400 for our general
fund! And a Huge Thank You to everyone who
participated in person and in spirit. Thanks to Charlie
Hinkle, Sharon Soliday and Jim Paulson who contributed
to make the Raffle Basket so special.

Clay: Using playdough, participants were encouraged to
create a shape that reflected our lives now such as a bowl or
some other form representing our connection/disconnection
with God.

Do you know someone who deserves a special thank you?
Tell Lori at web@c-ucc.org.

Water: We were requested to write down on a piece of
paper what we wanted to let go of this Lent. Putting the
paper in the bowl of water dissolved the paper as we gently
stirred the water.
Fire: A large bowl filled with dark sand had a
burning candle in the middle. As I looked at the
candle I was asked to ponder God's light burning in
and through me. I then lit a votive candle, placed it
in the vessel while imagining what it would be like to let my
light shine most fully in the world.
Communion: While taking communion, I was to think about
the feel, smell and taste of the bread and juice. And to think
about the millions of people around the world who have
participated in this remembrance every day for the past two
thousand years.
Ashes: I choose to have ashes (ashes or water)
placed on my forehead, the traditional sign of
sorrow and repentance.
I want to thank Rev. Erickson for providing this spiritual
experience for members of our community. It set the tone
for me to more deeply consider what this season of Lent
really means in my Christian life and the life of the church.
Peg Soliday

Sunday, March 25th – Palm Sunday
Thursday, March 29th – Maundy Thursday Service 6:30 - 7:30 pm
Friday, March 30th – Good Friday
Sunday, April 1st – EASTER celebration!
9:30 - Complimentary Easter Breakfast in Fellowship Hall
10:30 - Celebration Service
11:30 - Easter Egg Hunt

Member News
Gary Lowrie’s mother,
Phyllis Vredenburg
Lowrie, celebrated her
90th birthday in CUCC’s
Fellowship Hall with full
attendance of friends and
family! Phyllis was a
member of CUCC years
ago at the old Clackamas
church location near 82nd
Drive. She was born on
January 30th, 1928, and
was known to many in the
area including Jean Herrera, Janice Straub and Joyce
Steiner who also attended the party.

And the Winner is …

Janice Straub won the Valentine’s Day Raffle Basket,
which means she will be dining out, going to the movies,
listening to chimes in her backyard and watching birds feed
at her new bird feeder! Congratulations Janice!

On February 12th, the Young at Hearts group had a very
sweet
luncheon at The Grove in Milwaukie.

Pictured are Darryl Raby, Peg Soliday, Janice Straub, Judy
Boncaro, Linda Raby, Joyce Steiner and Millie Sandwick
(not in photo). Young at Hearts will meet again in May and
they’d love to have you join them!

Sunday morning Adult Bible Study meets at 9:20 am
before Worship. During March we will continue studying
chapters from “Were You There? Stations of the Cross” by
Diana L. Hayes.
Pastor's Tuesday Bible Study in March!
The Pastor's Bible Study meets each Tuesday in the
pastor's office from 12:00-1:30 to discuss the Bible
lessons for the following Sunday. Join Pastor Adam for the
following discussions:





March 4th: Exodus 20:1-17 and John 2:13-22
March 11th: Numbers 21:4-9 and John 3:14-21
March 18th: Jeremiah 31:31-34 and John 12:20-33
March 25th: Isaiah 50:4-9 and Mark 11:1-11

St. Patrick's Day Fundraiser
Luncheon - Sunday, March 18th
Judy Boncaro and friends will be hosting a St. Patrick's Day
fundraising luncheon! Irish through and through, Judy
wants to provide an "authentic" Irish lunch. Please join us
after Worship on March 18th for good food, fellowship and a
way to support our church. Lunch will be $8 and, of course,
everyone is welcome, regardless of ability to contribute.

3rd Monday of each month, 10:15 11:45 in Fellowship Hall.
The book club will meet on Monday,
March 19th from 10:15 - 11:45 in the
church Fellowship Hall.
Participants are asked to read any
book by Mark Twain. Marsha &
Virgil Miller will be providing treats!

Art & Spirit Circle
Art & Spirit Circle will
meet on Monday, March
19th at 7pm to make
onion skin decorated
Easter eggs, organized
by Patty Hanson. Please
bring 2-4 raw eggs (more
if you want to take them
home to boil), a ball of string or strands 18” or longer. Patti
will supply the onion skins. Please join us!

new ucc logo (& a bit of history)

Quote submitted by Janice Straub.

Social Justice
We have started to use the new logo design for the UCC! The
new logo, re-designed in 2017, reflects both tradition and new
initiatives within the UCC denomination. This new logo will
be reflected in our CUCC website redesign currently in
progress, and our new road sign!
• The new logo is designed to complement the
visual representation of A Just World for All
which illustrates the UCC’s Purpose, Mission,
and Vision Statements, adopted in 2017.
• The traditional element of the comma is retained and
updated. The primary UCC logo consists of an updated
comma emblem and the words “United Church of Christ.”
The UCC retains two emblems for use by congregations
and other entities of the denomination. These emblems
acknowledge and reflect our history and theological
perspectives.
The UCC’s two emblems are:
• The traditional “Cross, Crown, and Orb” emblem,
including the words “That they may all be one”
(John 17:21), which dates from the founding of the
United Church of Christ in 1957.
• The comma emblem, updated and retained in our
primary logo, which originated with the denomination’s
2004 “God is still speaking” identity campaign.
The UCC’s motto (“That they may all be one” [John 17:21])
and tagline (God is still speaking,) support the church’s longstanding commitment to social justice issues and its
extravagant welcome to all, no matter who they are or where
they are on life’s journey.

Water for Life

For many years, our members have been drinking
water during the Lenten season instead of expensive
beverages. The money each of us saves is collected and used
to fund clean water projects in the US and across the world.
Along with other UCC congregations in the Central Pacific
Conference, we have brought clean water and sanitation to tens
of thousands of people in Flint, Michigan, Haiti as well as
Kenya, Honduras, and Cambodia -- saving thousands of lives.
We encourage you to participate in this practice. Just drop your
Water for Life funds in the jar at the entrance of the sanctuary,
or put them in an offering envelope and write Water for Life on
the envelope. We will collect funds for this outreach through
Easter Sunday.

One Great Hour of Sharing

As part of Our Churches Wider Mission,
this special mission offering of the UCC
carries God’s message of love and hope
to people in crisis. The UCC works with
international partners to provide sources of clean water,
food, education and health care, small business microcredit, advocacy and resettlement for refugees and
displaced persons, and emergency relief and
rehabilitation. OGHS also supports domestic and
international ministries for disaster preparedness and
response. Learn more at this link.

Last month, the Central Pacific Conference Board kicked off
an exciting project that they want to share with CUCC and
the entire Conference! Read below or learn more at The
Starling Project: March 3rd – 17th.

Students, Faith Communities Call for
Change in Gun Laws after Parkland
School Shootings
Written by Connie Larkman

February 20, 2018

As the students of Parkland, Florida step up to advocate for
change in gun laws to prevent another school shooting in
this country, young people from across the United States
and national members of the faith community are standing
with them in the call for action.
Several survivors of the massacre at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High on Valentine's Day, which ended with the
deaths of 17 students and teachers, have stepped up to
make sure there will be no more mass murders in our
schools. The young people, supported by their families and
their community, have been very vocal in their call for
stricter gun control legislation. They are calling out state and
federal politicians, pressuring for change.
"In the witness of students we are seeing policy advocacy at
its most powerful — when the people and communities most
impacted by an issue claim their voices and demand
change, the policy dialogue shifts," said Sandy Sorensen,
director of the UCC Washington D.C. office. "This is not
something new—youth voices led the way in passing the
UCC General Synod resolution calling for the recognition of
gun violence as a public health issue."

March for Our Lives - March 24th
We’ve had enough! Thoughts and
prayers are not enough to honor the
victims of gun violence. What we
need now is action. On March 24th,
2018, students will rally in
Washington D.C and in local
communities across the country to
demand action from our leaders. Join
us in Portland for the March For Our Lives, as we fight for
an America that is free from gun violence.
Event Website:
https://www.facebook.com/events/1991860200855100/
Date of Event: Saturday, 24 March, 2018
Time of Event: 8 AM - 12 PM PDT
Address: Tom McCall Waterfront Park, Portland

The United Church of Christ, as one of 50 faith groups
making up the national coalition, Faiths United Against
Gun Violence, has long been committed to advocacy and
organizing around responsible gun legislation. Faiths
United, in tandem with the efforts of the young people, is
working for change and is calling on all faith organizations,
denominations, and groups to join in. A group statement
issued Friday reads, "We firmly believe that in the face of
gun violence, the invocation of 'thoughts and prayers'
without action is sacrilege. The job of people of faith—
especially those legislators who profess faith—is not to offer
empty words. Our faiths call us to transformative action that
heals our society."
"We engage in advocacy and organizing, seeking legislative
and societal change that will transform the reality of '93 gun
deaths daily,'" the statement continues. "In recent months
we have held press conferences, advocated with
Congressional leaders, worked against state bills that would
allow guns in houses of worship, and opposed federal
proposals to mandate concealed carry reciprocity. It is time
for faith-based organizations to become part of this larger
movement to prevent gun violence."
United Church of Christ resources on gun violence
prevention can be found here.
This is an excerpt – you can find the full article at this link.

Sunday, March 18th – LENT 5. Rev. Ericksen leads
Worship. Newsletter deadline.

St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon
after Worship!

Join us for an “authentic" Irish lunch, $8 each and, of
course, everyone is welcome, regardless of ability to
contribute.
Monday, March 19th – Book Club meets 10:15 – 11:45 am.
Please read any book by Mark Twain.
Monday, March 19th – Art & Spirit Circle 7 pm led by Patti
Hanson. Onion skin decorated eggs. Bring 3-4 raw eggs and
ball of string or in 18” lengths.
Tuesday, March 20th – 10 am Staff Relations meets.

March Calendar

Sunday, March 25th – Palm Sunday. Rev. Ericksen leads
Worship.

Sundays at Clackamas UCC

Thursday, March 29th – Maundy Thursday Service 6:30 pm.

Bible Study: 9:20 am –Join us during March as we continue
studying chapters from “Were You There? Stations of the Cross”
by Diana L. Hayes.
Worship: 10:30 am
During Worship: Youth are dismissed for activities.

April 2018

Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC
Pastor Adam’s New Office Hours:
10 – 2 pm with Bible Study from 12 – 1:30. Join Pastor Adam for
the following discussions:
 March 4th: Exodus 20:1-17 and John 2:13-22
 March 11th: Numbers 21:4-9 and John 3:14-21
 March 18th: Jeremiah 31:31-34 and John 12:20-33
 March 25th: Isaiah 50:4-9 and Mark 11:1-11

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Trustees Meet: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month at 9 am.
Women’s Circle: Meets from 10 to 1:30.
Choir Practice: Meets from 6:50 to 8 pm.

March 2018
Sunday, March 4th – LENT 3. Rev. Ericksen leads Worship.
Communion Sunday.
Sunday, March 11th – LENT 4. Rev. Ericksen leads Worship.
Daylight savings – set clocks ahead. Council meets.

Sunday, April 1st –

EASTER Celebration!

Communion, Rev. Ericksen leads worship
9:30 - Complimentary Easter Breakfast
10:30 - Celebration Service
11:30 - Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday, April 22nd – Earth Day, Rev. Adam
Ericksen, Endangered Species Luncheon
Fundraiser, Newsletter Deadline.

