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The Faith Adventure

throughout his life and he calls us to follow him. The world
needs this message now more than ever. All you have to do is
turn on the news for five minutes to realize that our culture is
easily divided by hostility, as we mirror one another’s hatred.
Fortunately, there is another way.

In the background of the hostility that infects so much of our
Dear CUCC Family & Friends, culture is Jesus’ call to receive the unconditional love of
God and to share that love with others. It’s a blessed call
This is my first Newsletter
that continues to transform the world.
article to you! We will have
And it’s a love that leads us on a great adventure. There are
many more “firsts” in the
risks involved, of course. After all, the love of God motivated
next few months. I cannot
wait for what the future holds Jesus to work for justice in a world that is often fueled by
injustice. That injustice led to Jesus’ death. But we know
for us. I’m excited to work
that violence, injustice, and death don’t have the last word.
with you as we navigate the
The resurrection reveals that God’s love has the final word.
ups and downs of life, faith,
and the world.
And we know that we are not alone. God is with us on the
journey. I trust God is with us because we, the members of
But first, I want to tell you
Clackamas United Church of Christ, are with one another on
about my “worldview.” I
Rev. Adam & Carrie Ericksen,
the journey.
believe that the United
Gavin, Abbie & Brayden
Church of Christ, and that
Faith calls us into an exciting adventure. I’m excited to begin
progressive Christian faith, has one of the most important
our journey together.
messages to offer our world in our current times. For me,
that message boils down to this verse from the letter in the
Adam
Bible called 1 John: God is love.
We in the UCC like to put commas everywhere. Don’t get
me wrong. I love commas! “Never place a period where
God has placed a comma.” Beautiful. The world needs
more commas. But here’s where I like to place a period.
1 John 4:16 tells us that "God is love." Period. Full stop.
That is my worldview.
This matters to me because when I first realized that God
is love, it changed everything for me. You see, many people
think God is love, but that God also has hate and violence
and is judgmental. Some claim that there is a dark side to God
and so you had better be careful, otherwise God will get you.

P.S. I’ll be in the pastor’s office on Mondays and Thursdays
from 10:00 to 2:00. I’d love for you to stop by sometime to
talk about life, faith, or whatever you’d like to discuss. On
Thursdays from 12:00-1:30, I invite you to join me for a Bible
Study on the passages I'll be preaching on Sunday morning.
I'd love to hear what you think about these texts! Our first
Bible Study will be this Thursday, November 2nd. We'll
discuss Joshua 3:7-17 and Matthew 23:1-12. If you'd like to
meet with me, but Monday and Thursdays don't work for
you, please contact me via email at adam@c-ucc.org, or give
me a call at (503) 734-6927 and we can meet at a different
time. I look forward to seeing you soon!

The technical term for theology that mixes love and hate
within God is “Hogwash.” Okay, I made that up. "Hogwash"
isn't the technical term for it, but you get the idea. God is not
a mixture of love and hate, light and darkness. God is not
“out to get you,” unless we mean that God is out to get you
with God’s all-embracing love.
I firmly believe that Jesus is the full revelation of God.
There are other valid and important revelations of God,
and I love learning from them, but in my opinion, Jesus fully
reveals who God is. In Matthew 5, Jesus taught that God’s
grace and love falls on the good and the wicked. God’s love
makes no distinction. God’s love embraces all people,
indeed, all of creation.
And so Jesus invites us to be like God. The way to be like God
is to love our friends and our enemies. He lived this teaching

“We in the UCC like to put commas everywhere.
Don’t get me wrong. I love commas!
‘Never place a period where God has placed a comma.’
Beautiful. The world needs more commas.”
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Notice Supplies are Low?
If you notice that any of our supplies are low, please let
Lori Prouty know before purchasing them yourself – she
may have already placed an
order. Thank you!

Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!
Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Dealing with cancer
and Parkinson’s.
Judy Boncaro – Continued healing.
Rev. Adam Ericksen – Dealing with the unexpected loss of his
best friend, and also the loss of good friend Bill Davis, a church
member who also had a leadership position in the conference.
Peter Frick-Wright – Recovering from injuries as a result of a
hiking accident.
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer.
Jill Lewis – At Royalton Place.
Gary Lowrie – Heart issues.
The Paulson Family – Continue to keep them in your prayers
as Sandy’s dementia progresses.
Betty Pribil – Living in an adult foster care home.
Darryl Raby – Heart issues.
Dwight Richardson – At Royalton Place.
Howard Robinson – Health issues.
Jazelle Savin – In treatment for breast cancer.
Eldon Steiner – Severe back/leg pain issues.
Joyce Steiner – Eye concerns.
Brian Wilcox – Dealing with skin cancer and treatments.
Barbara Williams – At the Villages at Clackamas
Town Center.
Phyllis Yambos – Hearing issues & continued healing.

Fall Back
for Daylight
Savings Time
Saturday, November 4th

Congratulations! Barry Boring received the Wall of
Jim Paulson for organizing the
carpet cleaning/protection in
Fellowship Hall – it turned out great!
Patti Hanson and Lori Prouty for
setting up the special altar for Dia de
los Muertos and decorating Fellowship Hall. And special
thanks to Suzanne Lacampagne and Julia Sutton for
providing the burrito/taco bar luncheon and Mexican sweet
breads – so good! We also appreciate James Woodard
and Linda Raby for helping with food prep.
Rev. Ann Duffy for faithfully leading worship during our
pastoral transition. We enjoyed you thoroughly!
Dave Frick-Wright for setting up our new cordless
microphone and internet hotspot.

Barry Boring receiving YMCA’s
Wall of Fame Award

Fame Award at Tillamook’s YMCA
dinner and auction last month for
his significant contributions of time
and resources. Barry and Ann
Boring and family were long-time
members of CUCC before moving
to Tillamook and joining St. John’s
UCC. They still pop in occasionally
and Barry has done much work on
our building over the years.

It’s a special time of year when the Dia de los Muertos altar
is set up with photos of our loved ones who have passed.
This year was no exception – lovely!

Do you know someone who deserves a special thank you?
Let Lori know at web@c-ucc.org or 503-522-1034.

Member News

Jan Straub & Alex Brinkley

Fun picture of Jan
Straub saying ‘Hi’ to
Alex Brinkley at a
recent University of
Oregon football game.
Alex is the oldest son
of Amy Brinkley (our
Greeter) and plays
trombone in the U of O
marching band. Watch
for him!

Julia Sutton & James Woodard as youth servers & Julia made the cake!

3rd Monday of each month, 10:15 - 11:45 in
Fellowship Hall.
Our next date is Monday, November 20th for
general discussion. Everyone is invited to join us. Light
refreshments provided.

Rev. Adam Ericksen (left) joined Young at Heart’s Octoberfest Lunch

CUCC’s Young at Heart’s Octoberfest lunch at Gustav’s
was made extra special by a visit from our new pastor,
Rev. Adam Ericksen! So glad he joined us so we could all
get to know each other better.

Fred Meyer Community
Rewards Program

Clackamas UCC is part of this
rewards program and you are still
able to keep your own rewards!
Please visit their website & sign up to support CUCC with your
holiday purchases at www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards.

2017 Collins Lecture Mark Your Calendar for the Bazaar! Nov. 18th
Thursday, Nov. 2nd, 2017

1 to 5:15 pm Seminar
7 to 9:15 pm Lecture,
Trinity Episcopal
Cathedral, 147 NW 19th Ave, Portland. Guest Lecturers:
Rev. Canon Sally Bingham & The Rev. Dr. Gerald Durley.

10 am – 4 pm with lunch from 11:30 – 1:30
Our All-Church Bazaar, Bake Sale, Quilt Raffle & Creamed
Turkey Luncheon is Sat. November 18th, 2017. This is an
All-Church Event – and major fundraiser! Please share the
enclosed flier with your neighbors and friends!

Quilt raffle tickets on sale
now - $2 each or 3/$5.
Beautiful quilt is 70” x 84” and
fits a double (or full) size bed.
Get your tickets now!
On November 12th, the Adult Bible Study Group will begin a
short course on the Book of Ecclesiastes led by Jeff Pratt.
Ecclesiastes is part of the wisdom literature of the Bible: poetic,
a text that grapples with life’s big questions. Folks are welcome
to attend any or all of these sessions. In December, we will
discuss Advent and Christmas texts.

Art & Spirit Circle will meet on

Monday, December 4th at 7 pm in
Fellowship Hall. Cathy Cooper and Bev
Johnson will bring pine cones to share –
we will gather to make Christmas
ornaments for the church tree and to
take home. Folks are asked to bring any
supplies they might want to use in making
the tree ornaments. Join us!

Camp Adams Woodland Farmer of the Year Tour!
Earlier this year we shared that Camp Adams had
received the Woodlands Farmer of the Year award from
the Clackamas County Farm and Forestry Association
(CCFFA). The fall 2017 issue of the CCFFA Quarterly
Newsletter has a wonderful article highlighting a walking
tour of Camp Adams, including the “Whispering Tree” one
of the largest of the old growth, famous for its size and, if
you put your ear to it, you can hear a faint whispering. You
can read the full article here or on the CUCC bulletin board.

Social Justice
UCC Church in Seattle
Hosts Totem Pole Blessing
Written by Staff Reports October 19, 2017

Fayrouz Sharqawi works as the Advocacy Coordinator at
Grassroots Jerusalem, a platform for Palestinian communitybased mobilization, leadership and advocacy in Occupied
Jerusalem. The group believes that the challenges and
responses of Palestinian communities must be articulated
and led by them.

An environmental victory in the Pacific
Northwest has been marked by a totem
pole blessing at a Seattle UCC church.
University Congregational UCC hosted
"Kwel' Hoy Totem Pole Journey," which
gathered members of the Lummi
Nation, other Pacific Northwest tribes,

environmental groups, and people of faith on Saturday,
Oct.14th, to bless a new totem pole en route to the Carnegie
Museum of Natural History in Pittsburgh.
The totem pole celebrates the victory of the Lummi Nation
and its allies against a proposed coal export terminal
adjacent to the Lummi reservation and on sacred ancestral
land. The terminal would have been the largest planned in
North America. But the Army Corps of Engineers, after years
of organized opposition, denied the construction permit
because the coal export terminal would violate Lummi treatyprotected fishing rights.
On Saturday outside University Congregational, the crowd for
the ceremony surrounded the totem pole as it lay on the truck
that will carry it to the museum. A woman from the tribe circled
the totem pole multiple times, smudging "the bad energy
away." Elders from several tribes offered blessings and urged
those in attendance to speak up about the importance of clean
air, clean water, and the sacredness of creation.
Jessie Dye of Earth Ministry noted that faith leaders in the
Pacific NW had written a letter of apology to the tribes in 1987,
promising to stand with Native Americans and acknowledging
terrible wrongs Christians had done to Native Americans.
When this coal export terminal was proposed in 2010, Jewell
Praying Wolf James of the Lummi Nation remembered that
letter. He contacted faith groups and asked them to help stop
the project. Earth Ministry helped to coordinate that response,
which included massive
turnout at public hearings
about proposed fossil fuel
projects, thousands of letters
in opposition, op-eds in
newspapers, and religious
leaders speaking out in
public. To read more on the
totem pole journey and the exhibit at the Natural History
Museum, see thenaturalhistorymuseum.org.

A message from the CPC-UCC Conference:
How You Can Help with Recent CA Fires
We have been
asking our
neighbors in
Northern
California how
we, as the
Central Pacific
Conference
UCC, might
best help with
the terrible fires. The pastor at First Congregational Church
in Sonoma, CA, which has been hard-hit by the fires this

week, asked people to send gift cards from Safeway,
Lucky, Target or Costco that will be distributed. There are a
ton of immediate needs right now that are best addressed by
getting money/gift cards into the hands of people. There will
be long-term assistance (UCC will be a part of that) and other
tangible needs, but at the moment, many hundreds of people
are homeless or couch-surfing.
If you are able to help, please send gift cards c/o First
Congregational Church of Sonoma, 252 W. Spain Street,
Sonoma, CA 95476.

Go to Sleep. Good Night.
By: Mary Luti

October 9, 2017

"Jesus said to them, 'In this world you will have trouble. But do
not be afraid. I have overcome the world.'" - John 16:33
If you're a parent, or if you've cared for a child overnight, you'll
recognize this drill: Read story, say prayers, position bunny,
plant kiss, douse lights, tiptoe out. Child cries, "Monsters!" (or
alligators, or spiders on the wall, or…). Lights on. Peer under
bed. Reassure, "No monsters. Go to sleep. Good night."
It's a charming game, calming irrational kid-fears with rational
adult assurances. But as Rabbi Edward Friedman observes,
there comes a moment when it scares you more than it scares
the kids — the moment you realize they have it right. There are
monsters in the room, children just don't know their real names.
But you do — drugs, cancer, racism, bullying, terrorism,
molestation, family breakup. Suddenly your assurances seem
more irrational than their fears.
You freeze up when you imagine what's hovering in that room.
Yet you still say it, night after night: "No monsters. Go to sleep.
Good night." Even knowing what you know, you leave them in the
dark. "See you in the morning," you whisper, and tiptoe away.
Friedman says, "That's faith. Not the affirmation of some abstract
belief, but the courage to live in a world with no guarantees. To
bring children into that world. To offer a child a big tomorrow
when you can't be certain tomorrow will come…."
That's faith: "Beyond the mystery, meaning. Beyond the
brokenness, wholeness. Beyond the despair, hope. Beyond the
fear, purpose." Beyond the menace of monsters, a constant
voice: "I have overcome the world."
Prayer: Give me faith to tiptoe away from dread
and fear, O Christ; faith even to promise safety I
can't deliver, trusting that you will.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR Mary Luti is a long
time seminary educator and pastor, author
of Teresa of Avila’s Way and numerous
articles, and founding member of The
Daughters of Abraham.

Lunch Menu: Traditional Creamed Turkey on Biscuit, Green Beans, Jello Salad, & Pie
Lunch Option: Homemade Soup, Salad & Pie

Bazaar & Bake Sale 10 am – 4 pm
Luncheon Served 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Raffle Tickets for this beautiful quilt are $2 each, or 3 tickets for $5
Lunch & Raffle Tickets are available on site, OR you can purchase them on our website!

Quilt raffle tickets on sale now - $2 each or
3/$5. Beautiful quilt is 70” x 84” and fits a
double (or full) size bed. Get your tickets now!

Sunday, November 19th – Thanksgiving focus led by
CUCC member. Rev. Ericksen is off today. AFTER
CHURCH: Our annual Thanksgiving Soup Lunch
provided by the Deacons. Donations go to support
community food needs.
Monday, November 20th – Book Club meets at 10:15 11:45 in Fellowship Hall for general discussion.
Tuesday, November 21st – Community Thanksgiving
Service 7pm. December Newsletter Deadline.

November Calendar

Sunday, November 26th – Rev. Adam Ericksen leads
worship.

Sundays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: 9:20 am – Nov. 5th Romans, Nov. 12th Ecclesiastes
with Jeff Pratt. Join us!
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
During Worship: Youth are dismissed for activities.

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Women’s Circle: Meet weekly from 10 to 1. Please check with
Joyce Steiner for details. We love to have newcomers!
Choir Practice: Meets from 6:50 to 8 pm. This is a great time to
join the choir!! Interested? See Jean Herrera.

November

Saturday, November 4th – Daylight Savings –
Set your Clocks Back One Hour Tonight before Bed

December
Sunday, December 3rd – ADVENT I, Rev. Adam
Ericksen leads worship. Tree Trimming & Potluck
after Worship.
Monday, December 4th – Art & Spirit Circle 7pm in
Fellowship Hall to make Christmas ornaments for the church
tree and to take home. Pine cones provided or bring any
supplies you might want to use in making ornaments.
Sunday, December 10th – ADVENT 2, Rev. Adam
Ericksen leads worship.
Sunday, December 17th – ADVENT 3, Rev. Ann Duffy
leads worship. January Newsletter Deadline.
Monday, December 18th – Book Club meets at 10:15 11:45 in Fellowship Hall.

Sunday, November 5th – Communion Sunday

We welcome our new pastor

Rev. Adam Ericksen
to the pulpit today - 10:30!
Sunday, November 12th – Rev. Adam Ericksen leads
worship. Council meets after church.
Saturday, November, 18th –

10am – 4pm
BAZAAR, BAKE SALE & LUNCHEON
Lunch served 11:30 to 1:30
Quilt raffle tickets on sale! Sign up to help or bring items.
Bazaar: Joyce Steiner; Bake Sale: Peg Soliday/Cathy or
Jamie Cooper; Luncheon: Jean Herrera.

Help, Shop & Eat to support this major fundraiser!

Sunday, December 24th – ADVENT 4 & Christmas Eve,
Rev. Adam Ericksen leads worship.
7:15 Cookie Reception before the Service
8pm Christmas Eve Service & Candlelight Caroling
No Sunday am service.
Sunday, December 31st – Special Music & Peace Prayers.

