But those days are invitations for us to remember the ways
that we can hurt one another.
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Because in my experience, only when I am honest about
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday can I truly understand
and accept Easter Sunday. Easter Sunday provides the
unthinkable message. Even when we betray God in Christ,
Christ comes back to us in the spirit of radical love and
forgiveness. And then Christ invites us to go and share
God’s radical love and forgiveness with others.
For me, that’s what the Good News is all about. And I find it
compelling. Yes, there is a lot to be concerned about in the
world – especially in politics. But there are a lot of good
things happening, too. One of the best things in my life is
our church. You continue to amaze me with your spirit of
love and hospitality. One of my best friends made a surprise
visit a few weeks ago to our worship service. I called her
after to see what she thought of us. She talked about how
welcome she and her granddaughter felt. They stayed for
coffee hour and had warm conversations. They were
strangers in a new church, but they felt right at home.

The Lamb, Paul Klee

The Good News
Spring is here!
Do you know how I know spring is here? It’s sunny. It’s
getting a little warmer every day. The trees and flowers are
blooming. It’s beautiful.
And last Saturday I went for an afternoon run. When I got
home my lower left eyelid was three times its normal size.
And it was sooo itchy!
That’s right. I have allergies. Which means I will now only
run early in the morning and I’ll be taking Zyrtec. Everyday.
But I love spring because it means that Easter is coming.
Last year, Easter was on April 1st. That was so awesome.
Easter is a total surprise. In the first century, Easter meant
that the powers of Roman politics and military might didn’t
have the last word. It meant that the corrupt religious power
brokers didn’t have the last word, either. Rather, God’s love
has the last word.
Can I get an alleluia?!?
Here’s what I continually have to remind myself in the 21st
century – the political and religious powers of our day don’t
have the last word either.
The Christian faith has death and resurrection as a
fundamental reality. Bad things happen in this world. We
cannot deny it. In fact, Jesus’ death invites us to name all
the ways we can inflict harm and death upon one another. I
personally would rather avoid the disciples’ betrayal of
Jesus on Maundy Thursday and his death on Good Friday.

And you give me hope as you continue to take that sense of
hospitality out into the world. I see the way you volunteer
time at Clackamas Service Center and at other
organizations, the way you seek to help family members
and neighbors in need, the way you provide for other
church members in distress, all of this makes our
community a more just, loving, and hospitable place.
I think we are an Easter people. Easter has hope. It has
swagger. It has a bit of defiance. It looks at the world for
what it is and it claims that God’s love and justice are bigger
than the problems of the world. Bigger than political turmoil.
Bigger even than my stupid allergies. I am so grateful to be
part of the CUCC community. You give me hope because
you participate in this Easter way of life. Thank you.

Grace and Peace, Pastor Adam
Palm Sunday Service – Sunday, April 14th 10:30am
Maundy Thursday Service with light Mediterranean meal –
Thursday, April 18th 6:00pm

EASTER Celebration! April 21st
Rev. Adam Ericksen leads worship

9:15 - Complimentary Easter Breakfast
10:30 - Celebration Service
11:30 - Easter Egg Hunt
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Clackamas UCC - www.c-ucc.org
Clackamas UCC YouTube Channel
CPC-UCC “On the Way” Newsletter
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UCC Justice & Peace Action Network
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Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!

Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Cancer and Parkinson’s.
Sharon & Chris Dobbs – Prayers for family and son, Evan,
struggling with mental health issues.
Hillary Ericksen (Pastor Adam’s sister) – Struggling with
heart and mental health issues.
Patti Hanson – Prayers for grandson, Cam, struggling through
a mental health crisis. Continued prayers for friend, Kris
Musselman, in treatment for cancer.
Jean & John Herrera – John has completed treatment for
tongue cancer and is being monitored by his physician.
James Hess (friend of Bernie Nolan and Peggy Soliday) –
Diagnosed heart issues.
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer.
Dwight Richardson – Upcoming surgery.
Eldon Steiner – Severe back/leg pain issues.
Brian Wilcox – In treatment for metastatic melanoma.

Special Thank You…
To Gary Lowrie and Friends for hosting the St.
Patrick’s Day luncheon! Friends include Stuart &
Cyndi Lewis-Wolfram, Bill & Lanie Magorian,
Joyce Steiner, Kate Nelson, Jeff Pratt & Rhonda
Frick-Wright. And thank you to any others who
helped with this day!

Member News

Art & Spirit Circle Learning Hand-Quilting

Gavin & Pastor Adam Ericksen – 1st Taekwondo Tournament

Congratulations to Gavin Ericksen for receiving 2nd place
at his first taekwondo tournament. Gavin and his dad,
Pastor Adam, also advanced from green to purple belt!

Janice Straub, Ruby Philpot & Joyce Steiner Together for a Visit

In February, Amy Brinkley attended a
National Alliance to End Homelessness
conference in San Diego. The specific
focus of the 3-day conference was in
finding Solutions for Individual Homeless
Adults. This population was chosen
because it is the largest number of folks
Amy Brinkley
homeless and the least amount of resources. There is
significantly more funding for both families and veterans
(albeit, not nearly enough).
One of the workshops she attended addressed how to
transition an emergency shelter to a housing-focused
shelter model. Becoming a low-barrier shelter is a
beginning. Understanding why some choose not to be in
an emergency shelter is paramount to providing housingfocused services.
Amy’s biggest take away was that the mindset of most
federal, state, and locally-funded housing solutions aim to
provide services, i.e., mental health, disability advocacy,
addiction solutions, employment connections as conditions
to being housed. When, in fact, what works is housing first
to provide safety (not just shelter). Then connect people to
services creating an environment of stability and success.
And as a bonus, Emilio Estevez was present for the
screening of his movie The Public, about an act of civil
disobedience that turns into a standoff with police when
homeless people in Cincinnati take over the public library
to seek shelter from the bitter cold. Check out the movie
trailer here.

CUCC Ladies Out & About - Sandra Collar, Roberta
Chaffee, Janice Straub, Amy Brinkley & Judy Boncaro

Community Justice Night:
“How Are the Children in Palestine?”
Join us on Saturday, April 6th from 5-7pm as we learn
about the justice issues facing Palestinian children, followed
by a light meal.
Rev. Diane Dulin will join
us for a discussion. Diane
has been helping to lead
the United Church of
Christ to witness and help
the children of Palestine.
She will speak to the
reality of the situation and
give us words of hope
and advocacy for these
children. Join us on
April 6th!

Pastor Adam’s Official
Installation Ceremony

Remember Your Per Capita Dues

We are over half way there! Please remember
to pay your Per Capita dues at $14 per
member, so far we’ve received $633 (55%).
Please mark your check with “Per Capita” in
the memo section, or pay online.

Young at Heart’s Luncheon

Young at Heart’s will meet during April. Stay tuned
for date and location, or contact Cyndi LewisWolfram at (503) 756-1966 / cyndilw52@gmail.com.
Last September 23rd, Clackamas UCC voted unanimously
for Pastor Adam Ericksen to become our “settled” pastor!
Please join us on

Water for Life

Please have all of your Water for Life donations in
by April 14th, Palm Sunday.

Saturday, April 13th, 11 am

Requesting Easter Help

for Pastor Adam Ericksen’s official Installation
Ceremony, followed by a Potluck.

Deacons are requesting help with the
Easter morning breakfast. If you can assist
by bringing a breakfast food item, please
contact Cathy Cooper at (503) 341-2620 /
catannecooper@gmail.com. It would be
much appreciated!

There will be many guests in attendance including
our UCC Conference Minister, Molly Carlson. In the
UCC, it is traditional to have an installation when a new
minister is called to serve. The purpose of this installation is
to install the new minister, celebrate the covenants we
share with each other and the wider church, and provide an
opportunity to reflect on who we are and a vision for our
shared future. Come and show your appreciation,
support and gratitude for Pastor Adam!

Art & Spirit Circle – Monday, April 29th @ 7pm
Once a month the Art & Spirit Circle comes
together to work on ways we can nurture
creativity in our lives. We spend time
discussing how creativity is spiritual, and
then do hands-on art projects. Join us! It’s
always lots of fun and kindred fellowship.

Book Club – Monday, April 15th
The Book Club will meet on Monday,
April 15th 10:15 - 11:45. We will be
reading Educated by Tara Westover.
The Book Club would love to have
readers join them for their monthly gathering. A great place
to check in with each other, get to know folks and share
your love of reading. This is an informal group dedicated to
fellowship and books of any genre. Contact Peggy Soliday
with questions - psoliday@comcast.net / (503) 305-8824.

Join us for
Holy Week &
Easter
Celebration!
Palm Sunday Service – Sunday, April 14th 10:30am
Maundy Thursday Service with light Mediterranean meal –
Thursday, April 18th 6:00pm

EASTER Celebration! April 21st
Rev. Adam Ericksen leads worship

9:15 - Complimentary Easter Breakfast
10:30 - Celebration Service
11:30 - Easter Egg Hunt

Auction: Now Accepting Donations
We are now accepting donations
for our Annual Auction & Dinner on
Saturday, June 8th. Here are a few
donation ideas:
 New Items (i.e., household, toys,
tools, décor, kitchen, wine, etc.)
 Unused Gift Cards/Certificates
 Personal Services (i.e.,
baking/cooking, yardwork,
automotive repair, handyman,
sewing, etc.).

Contact Lori Prouty at 503-5221034 or Lbprouty@comcast.net with questions. This is one of
our largest fundraisers – please be sure to attend and invite
others. Tickets will be available soon!

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

CUCC Rummage Sales provides four great opportunities:
1. Clear Out Your Clutter and Simplify
2. Recycle for the Sake of the Planet
3. Support Non-Profits with Leftover Rummage
4. Raise Funds for Our Church
Folks can plan to bring items to the church the week of the
sale. Please see Jan Straub or Joyce Steiner for more
information or to volunteer to help.

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study 9:20
am – Plenty Good Room, a Lenten Bible
Study based on African American Spirituals
ends April 14th. No class on Easter. April
28th resumes the study of Genesis.
 Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Adam 12
to 1:30 pm. Join Pastor Adam in his office
each Tuesday from 12 to 1:30 pm for studies
covering chapters for each following Sunday:
 April 7: Isaiah 43:16-21; John 12:1-8
 April 14: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Luke 19:28-40
 April 21: Matthew 28:1-10
 April 28: Acts 5:27-32; John 20:19-31

Social Justice
UCC Palestine/Israel Network - Working for
Peace through Justice. Info at a Glance

Endangered Species for 2019 … AFRICAN PAINTED DOGS!

FUNDRAISER LUNCHEON – April 28th
Each year, the CUCC kids choose an endangered species
to adopt, learn about, and raise money for. This year they
chose the African Painted Dog! Join us during the service
on Sunday, April 28th as the kids teach us about these
beautiful endangered creatures, followed by a Fundraiser
Luncheon, hosted by Jodi Chandler and Heather
Merrifield. All luncheon proceeds benefit conservation of
the African Painted Dogs!

Who We Are: Events at UCC’s 2005 General Synod
convinced a few activists of the need for a grass-roots
organization to promote justice for Palestinians and to
support Global Ministries partners in Palestine and Israel.
This concern led to the founding of the UCC Palestine/Israel
Network in 2012. The effort was supported by staff from
UCC’s Wider Church Ministries as well as Justice and
Witness Ministries.
What We Do: Our work is aligned with our mission
statement. We initiate resolutions of witness for
consideration by various settings of the UCC; support
implementation of adopted resolutions; develop educational
materials for use throughout the UCC; publicly state,

support and endorse pro-justice positions; and cooperate
with allied groups working toward a just peace and
recognition of Palestinian human rights.

churches and members can actively support others who are
facing environmental injustices. Read more about this important
part of our work together.

Why it Matters: It matters because it was in this place that
Jesus walked, and that shepherds responded to the angelic
vision of “peace on earth and good will to all.” It matters
because the occupation ignores human rights, violates
international law, and denies the sacredness of every
person. American tax dollars support the occupation; we
have a right and duty to speak up.

4. Did you know that the UCC is building a powerful
environmental network that stays connected through a blog and
e-newsletter called The Pollinator?

Join us Saturday, April 6th from 5 to 7pm as Rev. Diane
Dulin presents “How are the Children in Palestine,” to teach
about the real struggles in this region of the world and how
we can help. https://www.uccpin.org/

The Pollinator is a digital platform of the UCC for the sharing of
ideas and inspiration, so that we might become more fruitful in
the pursuit of environmental justice. Its focus is the building of a
faith-filled and faith-rooted movement for the care of
creation. Read the Pollinator blog and sign-up for its newsletter.
5. Did you know that UCC churches are deepening and
expanding their commitment to the environment by becoming
Creation Justice Churches?
Whether it is taking on climate change or addressing the lead
poisoning of children, environmental justice ministries could not
have a higher purpose or calling than they do now. Join the
movement and become a Creation Justice Church. Learn about
the six steps for doing just that.

Treasurer's Report
Submitted by Peggy Soliday

For Earth Day, Take the UCC
Environmental Justice Quiz!
1. Did you know that UCC ministers coined the phrase
“environmental racism” and played a leading role in giving
birth to the environmental justice movement in the 1980s?
During a six-week campaign of civil disobedience in 1982, a
movement was born that made national headlines and
introduced the world to the issue of environmental
racism. Learn more about this inspiring movement in which
the UCC became the driving organizational force.
2. Did you know that the UCC has formed a special
partnership with a leading climate organization called
350.org, so that church green teams are now becoming 350
affiliates?
Members of the UCC have often worked with 350.org in the
pursuit of justice and shared goals. This informal,
longstanding relationship is now being deepened through a
pilot endeavor that encourages and invites UCC green teams
to affiliate with 350. Read about this exciting undertaking.

Effective this month, we will be sharing general financial
information in each monthly newsletter. The CUCC Council
is committed to being transparent about church
finances. Below you will find a few definitions to better
understand terms that are used to delineate where the
money goes. CUCC uses Quickbooks Online to manage
church finances. Please contact Peg Soliday at
psoliday@comcast.net if you would like additional
information; she will be happy to sit down with one person
or a group of folks for a Q & A session. Common Terms:
Offerings/General Fund: Used to meet operating expenses.
Designated Funds: Money identified by the giver for a
specific purpose, i.e., food resources, Memorial Fund,
Parish/Member Support Fund. These funds cannot be used
to meet general operating expenses. A full list of
Designated Funds is posted on the hallway bulletin board.
Missions: Money to help our local community (Neighborsin-Need), the larger UCC missions (One Great Hour of
Sharing), and around the world (Water-for-Life and
Endangered Species).
February 2019
March 2019 (thru 3-24-19)

Offerings
Fundraisers
3. Did you know that in places like Flint and Standing Rock
the UCC has been actively involved in standing alongside those Building Use
Total
struggling for justice?
Expenses
Solidarity is one form that love takes in the ministry of
environmental justice. The goal is to find ways that local

$6,762.03
198.00
760.00
$7,720.03
$6,957.00

$6,701.11
273.00
1,420.00
$8,394.11
$6,122.95

April 2019
EVENT!

EVENT!

April Calendar
Sundays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: 9:20 am – Plenty Good Room, a Lenten
Bible Study based on African American Spirituals ends
April 14th. No class on Easter. April 28th resumes the
study of Genesis.
Worship: 10:30 am
During Worship: Youth are dismissed for Sunday school.

EASTER Celebration!

Communion, Rev. Ericksen leads worship
9:15 - Complimentary Easter Breakfast
10:30 - Celebration Service
11:30 - Easter Egg Hunt

Pastor Adam’s Appointment Hours:
Pastor Adam generally has open office hours on Tuesdays
from 10-12. He may have meetings in town during this time,
so it's always best to make an appointment. To do so, please
contact Adam at adam@c-ucc.org, or call (503) 654-0741.
Pastor Adam's Tuesday Bible Study Schedule:
 April 7: Isaiah 43:16-21; John 12:1-8
 April 14: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Luke 19:28-40
 April 21: Matthew 28:1-10
 April 28: Acts 5:27-32; John 20:19-31

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Trustees Meet: 1st & 3rd Wed. of each month at 9 am.
Women’s Circle: Meets from 10 to 1:30 pm.
Choir Practice: Meets from 6:50 to 8 pm.

Saturday, April 6th – 5 to 7pm, Community Justice
Night with Rev. Diane Dulin “How Are the Children of
Palestine?” followed by a light meal
Sunday, April 7th – Communion
Saturday, April 13th – 11am Pastor Adam’s Installation
Ceremony, followed by a Potluck
Sunday, April 14th – Palm Sunday; Water for Life special
offering ends
Monday, April 15th – 10:15 - 11:45 Book Club
Thursday, April 18th – 6:00pm Maundy Thursday
Service
Sunday, April 21st – Easter!! Join us!!

SALE!

Monday, April 22nd – Happy Earth Day!
Friday/Saturday, April 26/27th – Spring Rummage &
Bake Sale, Friday 12-6 Saturday 10-4
Sunday, April 28th – Endangered Species Luncheon,
hosted by Jodi Chandler/Heather Merrifield
Monday, April 29th – 7pm Art & Spirit Circle

May 2019
Sunday, May 5th – Communion; Council meeting
Sunday, May 12th – Mother’s Day Pre-Service Reception
Sunday, May 19th – Congregational meeting; Cinco de
Mayo Luncheon, hosted by Jean Herrera
Sunday, May 26th – Newsletter deadline
Monday, May 27th – Memorial Day

