There’s a psalm that prays for revenge against the Assyrians.
The psalm gets ugly – praying for the God to smash the
Assyrian children against rocks. This prayer is raw. It’s
honest. It’s painful. And it makes me really uncomfortable.
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But life isn’t always comfortable, is it? Sometimes life is raw
and painful. There are many moments when I’m not as
forgiving as I’d like to be. There are times when I hold on to
bitterness and resentment, in part because I’m not very
good at moving through those emotions. There are times
when I get stuck in them.
One way to move through them is to be honest about them.
And that’s what prayer is about. Prayer isn’t so much about
changing God; it’s about changing us. For example, if we
bottle up those emotions, they tend to bubble over and
explode. Prayer works as an outlet so that those emotions
don’t explode.

The Good News
Why Pray?
The Blazers started their first game of their series against
the Denver Nuggets tonight. Can I be honest with you? I
REALLY want the Blazers to WIN!!!
Which leads me to ask a question: Is it okay to pray for the
Portland Trailblazers?
I don’t mean, “Is it okay to pray that no one playing in this
sporting event gets injured?” What I really mean is, “Is it okay
to pray that the Portland Trailblazers utterly destroy the other
team and win the championship because that’s what I
REALLY WANT and I would be SOOOO excited about that!”
I love this team. They are good guys, they don’t talk a lot of
trash, and they are fun to watch.
But the question is silly on many levels. After all, I don’t think
God is in the business of manipulating events based on my
prayers. I mean, I’m sure there’s someone in Denver who is
praying for the Nuggets, a team that I’ve suddenly come to
believe is an utter abomination unto the Lord…
And besides that, shouldn’t I be praying for starving children
in Africa and for world peace?
This leads me to a book in the Bible called the Psalms.
It’s a book full of prayers. There are some really beautiful
prayers in the Psalms. Prayers about the majesty and glory
of God. Prayers that God has been faithful to us even when
we haven’t been faithful to God. Prayers of deliverance.
But there are some pretty ugly prayers in the Psalms, too.
One psalm was written just after Israel was conquered by
the Assyrian Empire. The Assyrians were brutal. Like,
utter destruction, no mercy, killing nearly everything and
everyone in sight – even children and babies. You may
have heard of the lost tribes of Israel. They were lost
because of the Assyrians.

But there’s another problem: rarely in our culture are we
ever allowed to honestly talk about those emotions. The
church may be the worst at encouraging this honesty
because it emphasizes forgiveness so much. Don’t get me
wrong, forgiveness is a good thing, but it isn’t easy. To get
there we have to move through those scandalous, raw, and
painful emotions. And in my experience, the only way to
move through them is to be honest about them.
And that’s where prayer comes in. Prayer is a time that we
can be honest about ourselves and our emotions with
someone who loves us no matter what.
I have a friend who is a gay Catholic priest. He’s one of my
spiritual heroes. He says that we should pray our “smelly,
dirty prayers.” Ha! I laugh every time he says that. He says
that if children want a new bike for their birthday, let them
pray for a new bike. Sometimes parents will tell their children
they shouldn’t pray for a bike. They should pray for world
peace! But for a child, that’s not an honest prayer. It’s more
likely to be a resentful prayer. So allow children to pray
honestly, and soon God will help their heart grow bigger.
Soon the prayer for world peace will be genuine.
I think the same principle applies for adults. If you want to
pray for the Blazers, go ahead (I think they are going to
need it!). If, like the Psalms, deep down you have animosity
towards someone, pray about it. Because my friend says
that God doesn’t just leave our smelly, dirty prayers alone.
Over time, when we are honest in prayer, God begins to
transform our lives so that our emotions begin to change as
we begin to work through them. Our prayers may get less
smelly and dirty over time and our hearts begin to expand
so that we also begin to genuinely pray for world peace.
But first things first. The Blazers just lost game one. I’m off
to pray. 😊

Grace and Peace, Pastor Adam
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Special Thank You…
To everyone who worked on the Installation Ceremony
for Pastor Adam, including Charlie Hinkle for his
special words during the ceremony, Jean Herrera for
organizing the potluck, Rhonda Frick-Wright and her
mother, Joana Frick, who made the beautiful customembroidered stole as a special gift to Adam from the
CUCC congregation.
To the Deacons, especially Cathy Cooper, and to
everyone who brought food for the Easter breakfast –
it was both beautiful and delicious!
To the Christian Ed Committee, including Bernie
Nolan, Cathy Cooper and Lori Prouty for organizing
the Easter Egg Hunt, including prizes. And to everyone
who donated candy and/or prizes, including Junita
Kauble, Amira Stanley, and Patti Hanson.

Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!

Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Cancer and Parkinson’s.
Sharon & Chris Dobbs – Prayers for family and son, Evan,
struggling with mental health issues.
Hillary Ericksen (Pastor Adam’s sister) – Struggling with
heart and mental health issues.
Patti Hanson – Prayers for grandson, Cam, struggling through
a mental health crisis. Continued prayers for friend, Kris
Musselman, in treatment for cancer.
Jean & John Herrera – John has completed treatment for
tongue cancer and is being monitored by his physician.
James Hess (friend of Bernie Nolan and Peggy Soliday) –
Diagnosed heart issues.
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer.
Dwight Richardson – Upcoming surgery.
Eldon Steiner – Severe back/leg pain issues.
Brian Wilcox – In treatment for metastatic melanoma.

Prayer Works.
To Pastor Adam, Patti Hanson and Judy Boncaro for
organizing the lovely Maundy Thursday service.
To Jodi Chandler and Heather Merrifield for
providing the Endangered Species luncheon benefiting
the African Painted Dogs, and to Heather for creating
the informative slide presentation during worship. Also
thank you to all of the kids for participating. We raised
$412 for the African Painted Dogs!
To Joyce Steiner, Janice Straub and everyone who
donated, sorted, priced and baked fresh goods for the
Spring Rummage and Bake Sale. We brought in $1,262
from this sale – great job everyone! Excess rummage
was donated to Clackamas Service Center, Kendall
Center, Children’s Club, City Team and King’s Cupboard.
To Jim Paulson for building a very long, sturdy
clothes-hanging rack for last month’s and all future
rummage sales.

Member News
Easter Fun!

Pastor Adam & Dad at
Installation Ceremony

Janice Straub welcomed her
granddaughter, Alice, visiting from Ohio

Kids’ Endangered Species Presentation - African Painted Wild Dogs

Council Meeting May 5th
CUCC Council meets after worship on
Sunday, May 5th. If you are interested in
volunteering and serving on the church
Council, please see Pastor Adam or Peggy Soliday. Your
participation is vital to our church health and missions.

Mother’s Day Pre-Service Reception
Sunday, May 12th
Join us Sunday, May 12th before church at
9:30 am for a Mother’s Day pre-service
reception! Hosted by the men of CUCC.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, May 19th, 2019

Easter Egg Hunt & Pastor Adam's Children's Message

Brief Congregational Meeting on May 19th immediately
following Worship to vote on the Committee and Council
members for Sept. 2019 to Aug. 2020. Thanks to all who
have volunteered to serve on committees or Council. Our
annual Cinco de Mayo luncheon will follow the meeting.

Luncheon Sunday, May 19th
Please join us after Worship and the brief Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, May 19th for a Mexican lunch to
celebrate Cinco de Mayo! This annual fundraiser will be
hosted this year by Jean Herrera.

Art & Spirit Circle – Tuesday, May 21st 7pm
Ever heard of gelli plate printing? Come to
the church on Tuesday, May 21st at 7 pm
and learn how to do this fun art project! Bring
acrylic paints if you have any on hand, but
it’s not necessary. Thank you Cathy Cooper for
hosting this month.

Book Club – Monday, May 20th
Join the Book Club on Monday, May 20th from 10:15 11:45, followed by lunch at GG's. May is an "open read"
month which means folks share what they have been
reading since the last meeting. The book for our June 17th
meeting is Becoming by Michele Obama. There are a
couple copies of this book that members are
willing to share so that everyone has a chance
to read it before the June meeting. Contact
Peggy Soliday with questions psoliday@comcast.net / (503) 305-8824.

Calling all Cardboard!
Linda Raby and Peggy Soliday
are working on weeding and
maintaining the Iris Garden in the
parking lot area. Once weeding
and trimming are complete, cardboard will be laid
down and covered with wood chips. Cardboard is a
good way to prevent weeds and is biodegradable. We
are asking members to bring any cardboard they may
have to donate to this project (remove all tape from
cardboard beforehand). Please let Peg know
(psoliday@comcast.net) if you have cardboard to
contribute to this effort. Linda and Peg are usually at
the church on Thursdays from 9-11 if you have a
hankering to help maintain our beautiful property,
there is always a need for additional extra hands.

Auction & Dinner - Saturday, June 8th
Tickets Now Available!
Purchase your Auction/Dinner tickets early and save $2
per ticket! Tickets available before and after church (see
Lori Prouty), or you can purchase online at this link. We are
also accepting donations for the auction such as:
 New Items (household, toys, tools, décor, kitchen, wine, etc.)
 Unused Gift Cards/Certificates (movies, dinners,
groceries, gas, etc.)
 Personal Services (baking/cooking, yardwork,
automotive repair, handyman, sewing, etc.).
Contact Lori Prouty at 503-522-1034 or web@c-ucc.org with
questions/arrange donations. Please support your auction,
one of our largest fundraisers – buy now save $2 per ticket!

New Members Class – Sunday, June 9th

Are you new to CUCC and would
like to become a member? Have
you been attending CUCC for a
while and would like to officially
join? Come to the new
members class after worship
on Sunday, June 9th to learn more about our church and the
United Church of Christ from Pastor Adam!

Sunday, June 16th – Father’s
Day Pre-Reception before Worship

 Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study 9:20
am – Study of Genesis.

at 9 am, hosted by the Deacons.
Worship will be at 10 am so that
people can attend the Pride Parade
Downtown Portland from 11 -1 pm.

 Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Adam 12
to 1:30 pm. Join Pastor Adam in his office
each Tuesday from 12 to 1:30 pm for studies
covering chapters for each following Sunday:

Pride Festival & Parade
June 15th & 16th

CUCC worship time will change to 10 am Sunday,
June 16th so that
members can attend the
11 am parade. Want to
volunteer at the UCC
booth? It's a great
opportunity for outreach
and to connect with other UCC members. If you've
never been to the Pride Festival, go! The shifts are
only an hour and a half to two (taking Max is a great
idea). Questions? Talk to Amy Brinkley or
Janice Straub.
The Conference is using SignUp.com to organize
this event. Here's how it works in 3 easy steps:
1) Click this link to see our SignUp on SignUp.com:
https://signup.com/go/MKDKKMh
2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s)
you like.
3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an
account or keep a password on SignUp.com. And
SignUp.com does not share your email address with
anyone. If you prefer not to use your email address,
please contact Amy Brinkley and she can sign you up
manually.

Save the Date: Sunday, July 21st
Annual church picnic at Charlie Hinkle’s house on the
beautiful Willamette river! ALWAYS a good time, food,
fellowship, and a GREAT swimming pool! Bring your
towel, sunscreen and a dish to share.

 May 5: Acts 9:1-6, (7-20); John 21:1-19
 May 12: Acts 9:36-43; John 10:22-30
 May 19: Acts 11:1-18; John 13:31-35
 May 26: Acts 16:9-15; John 14:23-29

Treasurer's Report
Submitted by Peggy Soliday

March 2019
Total Income
Expenses
Difference

$10,446.18
10,471.26
$-25.08

April 2019 (thru 4-21-19)
$8,113.00
7,434.13
$678.87

Special Collections to Date:
OGHS (Ended)
$489.00
Water for Life (Ended)
$502.28
Endangered Species – African Painted Dog $412.00
St. Patrick’s Day Lunch
$273.00
Valentine’s Day Lunch
$198.00
2019 Supplemental Annuity
$2,734.00
Spring Rummage/Bake Sale
$1,262.00
Please continue to pay your annual Per Capita membership fees ($14
per member paid annually to the UCC Conference). To date, we have
received $633 out of the $1,176 owed – thank you if you’ve already
paid! Are YOU up to date?

Social Justice
How are the Children in Palestine?
Last month, Rev. Diane Dulin of
the United Church of Christ
Palestinian Israel Network
presented a documentary
followed by a Q&A session
titled, How are the Children in
Palestine. Rev. Dulin is
personally knowledgeable of the
challenges faced by the Palestinians and has traveled to
this region numerous times. If you missed this event, you
can view the film and find more information at their website
https://hatcnow.org/. Learn how Israeli practices of
detaining children are illegal under international law, and
how the United States is deeply complicit in sustaining this
destructive assault upon children. You will hear UCC
executive leaders explain the injustices they have
witnessed personally. See how the UCC is offering strong
leadership in highlighting and challenging these abuses.
Why It Matters
It matters because it was in this place that Jesus walked,
and that shepherds responded to the angelic vision of
“peace on earth and good will to all.” It matters because the
occupation ignores human rights, violates international law,
and denies the sacredness of every person. American tax
dollars support the occupation; we have a right and duty to
speak up.
Creation of the documentary followed the 2017 passage by
the UCC General Synod of a Resolution of Witness calling
for an end to the systematic ill-treatment of Palestinian
children in Israeli military detention. This resolution “Calls
on the government of the United States to adhere to its own
established law – in this case, the U.S. Foreign Assistance
Act – by withholding military assistance from the State of
Israel due to its practices of arrest and detention of
Palestinian children.” It requires Israel to “…guarantee basic
due process rights and exercise an absolute prohibition
against torture and ill-treatment of detained children,
ensuring that, from the moment of arrest, all operations and
procedures are carried out in accordance with international
juvenile justice standards, specifically the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child…”
The 2017 resolution goes on to ask that UCC members
support implementation of a 2015 General Synod resolution
which also seeks peace in the region. The 2015 resolution
“Calls upon the United Church of Christ Officers and church
members to persist in the request to Congress, previously
made by a number of religious leaders, to ensure that U.S.
aid to Israel violates neither the U.S. Foreign Assistance

Act, which prohibits assistance to any country that engages
in a consistent pattern of human rights violations, nor the
U.S. Arms Export Control Act, which limits the use of U.S.
weapons to ‘internal security’ or ‘legitimate self-defense.’”
Find more information at https://hatcnow.org/ and
www.uccpin.org.

UCC Resolution on Nuclear
Weapons
At our Congregational Meeting on Sunday, May 19th,
Pastor Adam will briefly discuss the following Resolution
and discuss CUCC’s support of this Resolution to prevent
nuclear war. The document is summarized below, however,
we encourage you to read the full document prior to the
May 19th meeting. This document will also be posted on the
church bulletin board.
RESOLUTION – Calling for the United States to pull “Back
From The Brink” and Prevent Nuclear War - A Resolution of
Witness
SUMMARY – This resolution is offered in response to
increasing international concern over the threat of nuclear
war and the moral threat inherent in the existence of
nuclear weapons. The expiration of nuclear treaties
between the U.S. and Russia, as well as studies into the
grave humanitarian impact of even a limited nuclear strike,
contribute to a growing urgency to address the crisis of
nuclear weapons. This resolution calls on the United
Church of Christ to strengthen its historic work for a world
free of nuclear weapons by endorsing the Back from the
Brink Campaign (BFTB) and its five principles, and issue a
call for United States to ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons called for in the campaign.
BIBLICAL & THEOLOGICAL RATIONALE – As
Christians, we are followers of Jesus who taught that the
two greatest commandments are to love God with our heart,
soul, strength and mind, and to love our neighbor as
ourselves (Luke 10:27). In the biblical narrative, Jesus
called his followers to show kindness and care to the “least
of these” for in doing so, we care for him (Matthew 25:3536). God’s shalom, God’s peace, is a gift given to humanity
(John 14:27) to be lived out in friendship and covenant with
all God’s people. The use of nuclear weapons is the
ultimate refusal to embrace and follow these foundational
commandments and teachings of our faith.
You can read the entire Resolution document at this link or
see the church bulletin board.

May 2019
Sunday, May 5th – Communion; Council meeting
Sunday, May 12th – Mother’s Day Pre-Service
Reception 9:30 am
Sunday, May 19th – Congregational meeting; Cinco de
Mayo Luncheon hosted by Jean Herrera
Monday, May 20th – Book Club 10:15-11:45 followed by
lunch at GG’s – open read month
Tuesday, May 21st – Art & Spirit Circle 7 pm, Gelli Plate
Painting hosted by Cathy Cooper

May Calendar
Sundays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: 9:20 am – Study of Genesis
Worship: 10:30 am
During Worship: Youth are dismissed for Sunday school.
Pastor Adam’s Appointment Hours:
Pastor Adam generally has open office hours on
Tuesdays from 10-12. He may have meetings in town
during this time, so it's always best to make an
appointment. To do so, please contact Adam at
adam@c-ucc.org, or call (503) 654-0741.
Pastor Adam's Tuesday Bible Study Schedule:
 May 5: Acts 9:1-6, (7-20); John 21:1-19
 May 12: Acts 9:36-43; John 10:22-30
 May 19: Acts 11:1-18; John 13:31-35
 May 26: Acts 16:9-15; John 14:23-29

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Trustees Meet: 1st & 3rd Wed. of each month at 9 am.
Women’s Circle: Meets from 10 to 1:30 pm.
Choir Practice: Meets from 6:50 to 8 pm.

Guest!

Sunday, May 26th – Memorial weekend Sunday; Pastor
Ann Duffy preaching, newsletter deadline
Monday, May 27th – Happy Memorial Day

June 2019
Sunday, June 2nd – Communion; Heritage Sunday with
strawberry desserts provided by the Deacons
AUCTION!

Saturday, June 8th – 5:30 pm Auction & Dinner
Sunday, June 9th – New members class
Sunday, June 16th – 9 am Father’s Day pre-service
reception; Worship changes to 10 am; Pride Parade 11 am
Monday, June 17th – Book Club 10:15 – 11:45, reading
Becoming by Michelle Obama
Sunday, June 23rd – Newsletter deadline
Save the Date: Sunday, July 21st Annual Church Picnic
following worship at Charlie Hinkle’s house

