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The Good News
Dear Friends,
It’s June! That means summer is officially here on the 21st,
Father’s Day is just around the corner, and it is Pride
Month. The Portland Pride March is after worship on June
16th. We are invited to attend as a church body. It is a lot of
fun and a good way to support our LGBTQ siblings who
continue to be marginalized.
I’ve had a few people ask me why I frequently highlight our
church’s stance that we are Open and Affirming toward our
LGBTQ siblings. I want to take the opportunity tell you why.
There are some who claim that Open and Affirming churches
welcome our LGBTQ siblings despite what the Bible says.
That is not true. I am open and affirming because of what the
Bible says. More importantly, I am Open and Affirming
because of what the Spirit of Christ is doing throughout the
New Testament. I believe that being open and affirming is
the natural outcome of the Christian faith.
Here’s why: Soon after Jesus was resurrected, there was a
huge debate among his early followers. This debate
centered around who should be included and who should
be excluded from the church. This was the biggest
controversy in the early church and it centered around this
question: Do Gentiles need to convert before they can be
members of the church community? “Converting” meant
circumcision, which as you can imagine was a big stumbling
block for many Gentiles. But the problem was that the Law
seemed to say that Gentiles must be circumcised before
they become fully accepted as members of the community.
Ouch!
How did the early church deal with this controversy? I invite
you to read Acts chapter 10 for an important insight into this
story. Essentially, Peter was up on a roof in the heat of the
sun and had a vision. He saw a sheet full of animals that

were, according to biblical Law, unclean. After seeing the
sheet with unclean animals, Peter heard a voice from God
telling him to eat the unclean animals. Peter responded, “By
no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is
profane or unclean.” The voice said to Peter, “What God
has made clean, you must not call profane.”
Peter didn’t understand at first, so he protested three times.
He continued to say, “No, the scriptures clearly say this isn’t
right!” And God continued to tell Peter that he was missing
the point and he should eat up! It was a radical shift for
Peter. His whole life he interpreted Scripture as saying he
wasn’t allowed to eat certain foods because they were
unclean. And now God was changing the way Peter
interpreted the Scriptures.
Even though I’m grateful I can eat bacon and shrimp, this
story is about so much more than dietary restrictions.
Once the vision ended, Peter met a group of men who were
friends with a guy named Cornelius. Cornelius was a Gentile
who wanted to be baptized into the community. But with
Cornelius there was a problem. Cornelius was a Gentile.
Cornelius’s friends took Peter to his house, which was full of
Gentiles. When Peter arrived, he said, “You yourselves know
that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a
Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone
profane or unclean.” The Spirit then fell upon the Gentiles in
Cornelius’s house and Peter had them all baptized.
This is the beginning of the early church opening the doors
to everyone. It didn’t matter what the Law said or didn’t say
because God has shown us that we should not call anyone
profane or unclean. Everyone is invited to come and share
in this community of love.
But this wasn’t an easy move. It was the biggest
controversy in the early church and it threatened to split the
community apart. But Peter and Paul both struggled for
radical inclusion of Gentiles into the church. Others said,
“But the Law says…” Peter and Paul didn’t care how others
interpreted the Law because they saw that God was Open
and Affirming, inviting everyone to join the early church
community just as they were.
And so along with Peter, I say, “God has shown me that I
should not call anyone profane or unclean.” Because of what
the Bible says, we know that our LGBTQ siblings are not
profane or unclean. They are holy and beloved children of God.
So much more could be said, of course. Hundreds of books
have been written on this topic. If you have any comments
or questions, or if you would like further resources, please
feel free to contact me.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Adam
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Sunday, June 16th –
Worship hours change to 10 am
for the summer months!
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Hope to see everyone on Sat. June 8th!
See full flier inside. Tickets available now or at the door.
Questions? Contact web@c-ucc.org | (503) 654-0741.

Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!

Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Cancer and Parkinson’s.
Hillary Ericksen (Pastor Adam’s sister) – Struggling with
heart and mental health issues.
Patti Hanson – Prayers for grandson, Cam, struggling through
a mental health crisis. Continued prayers for friend, Kris
Musselman, in treatment for cancer.
Tyler, Courtney Cunningham and family upon the passing of
Courtney’s father and CUCC attendee, Michael Jones.
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer.
Jean Paul Mutalimba – Recovering from two strokes.
Dwight Richardson – Upcoming surgery.
Eldon Steiner – Severe back/leg pain issues.
Brian Wilcox – In treatment for metastatic melanoma.

Prayer Works.
Special Thank You…
To Jean Herrera for hosting the wonderful Cinco
de Mayo luncheon last month. And also to Patti
Hanson and Gary Lowrie for helping Jean in the
kitchen before church to make sure food items
were ready. Thank you to everyone who attended
and helped raise $271 for our fundraising budget
line. If anyone would like recipes for the tacos and
homemade tortillas, please see Jean for a free
copy of our church cook book which has them and
many other tasty recipes from members.
To Jim Paulson and Linda Raby who identified a
problem in the refrigerator after church and
cleaned it all up!!

To the Sewing Circle members who lovingly put
together special gifts for Mother’s Day – Joyce
Steiner, Janice Straub, Linda Raby, Jean
Anderson Walter, Kate Nelson, Shirley Hooper
Rutledge, plus others who helped.
To all of the CUCC men who provided the best
Mother’s Day brunch – so much food and it was
delicious! Thank you Jeff Pratt for organizing!

Member News
Making Mother's Day Chocolate Flower Gifts

Jazelle & Michael Savin | Lisette & Tony Schuler

Congratulations to Jazelle Savin for receiving her
Masters in Nursing last month from Loyola University,
New Orleans. Her three-year challenge was made more
difficult while struggling through breast cancer at the
same time. We are so proud of you Jazelle!

Congratulations to Amy Brinkley who has received a
full scholarship for Peer Wellness Specialist training
through Mental Health & Addiction Assoc. of Oregon.
The course is an 80-hour training required for a
Traditional Heath Worker certification through Oregon
Heath Authority as a Peer Wellness Specialist.
Participants are prepared to empathically support peers
in health and wellness through many different pathways.

Homelessness in Clackamas County –
Sunday, June 9th
During worship on Sunday, June 9th we welcome Rich Swift
and Vahid Brown, both representatives of Clackamas
County, who will present current information on the
homeless and houseless in Clackamas County. Rich Swift
is the Director of Health, Housing, & Human Services of
Clackamas County, and
Vahid Brown is a Senior
Policy, Performance and
Research Analyst of
Clackamas County.
Sewing Circle Making CUCC Mother's Day Gifts

CUCC Making News

Our sign messages promoting inclusivity, peace and love
have been making the rounds on local, national and
international news feeds and social media sites this past
week. People are eager and excited to hear this kind of
positivity. Our bold statements are making a difference in
people’s lives. Here are a few links to some of the news
sites. CNN Newsweek KGW Al Jazeera Media

Funds Request for Nursery/Preschool Care
With our growing numbers, Pastor Adam and the Christian
Education Committee are requesting funds to help pay for
Sunday nursery/preschool care and to cover childcare
during special events. The annual cost will be
approximately $2,000. If you are able to donate towards the
childcare fund, please mark so on your checks or online
payments. We thank you and our kiddos thank you too!

Requesting Special Music for Summer!
The choir will conclude its current
season on Father’s Day. We take a
break until Labor Day weekend, except
for our Outdoor Service on August 4th.
During the summer we look forward to
hearing special music from choir
members who perform solos, in small
groups, etc. AND WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM
OTHER PEOPLE WHO CAN SING OR PERFORM ON
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. There will be a signup sheet in
the hallway by June 1st, or talk with Jean Herrera.

Congregational Meeting Summary
At our May 19th Congregational Meeting, CUCC
unanimously voted to sign a resolution encouraging the
President of the United States to denuclearize our weapons
and encourage other countries to do the same. We also
approved the Officers and Council Members for the
2019/2020 year. You will find this list on our bulletin board.
Heritage Sunday & Strawberry Desserts –
Sunday, June 2nd
To celebrate our church heritage, the
Deacons will provide strawberry desserts
and ice cream after Worship!

Auction & Dinner Fundraiser –
Saturday June 8th
Doors open at 5:30 pm – see full flier with information on
the next page. Please come to eat, bid/shop and enjoy!
All proceeds benefit our church and missions.

New Members Class – Sunday, June 9th

Are you new to CUCC and would like
to become a member? Have you
been attending CUCC for a while
and would like to officially join?
Come to the new members class
after worship on Sunday, June 9th to learn more about our
church and the United Church of Christ from Pastor Adam!

Sunday, June 16th – Father’s
Day Pre-Reception before Worship
at 9 am, hosted by the Deacons.
Worship will be at 10 am so that
people can attend the Pride Parade in
downtown Portland from 11 -1 pm.

Sunday, June 16th –
Worship hours change to 10
am for the summer months!

Pride Festival June 15th & 16th

CUCC summer worship time will begin at 10 am Sunday,
June 16th so that
members can attend
the 11 am parade.
Want to volunteer at
the UCC booth? It's a
great opportunity
for outreach and to
connect with other
UCC members. If you've never been to the Pride Festival,
go! The shifts are only an hour and a half to two (taking Max is a
great idea). Questions? Talk to Amy Brinkley or Janice Straub.
Use SignUp.com to register as a volunteer. Here's how it
works in 3 easy steps:
1) Click this link to see our SignUp on SignUp.com:
https://signup.com/go/MKDKKMh
2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) you like.
3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an account
or keep a password on SignUp.com. And SignUp.com does not
share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use
your email address, please contact Amy Brinkley and she can
sign you up manually.

Book Club – Monday, June 17th
Join the Book Club on Monday, June 17th
from 10:15 - 11:45 for a discussion on
Becoming by Michele Obama. There are a
couple copies of this book that members are
willing to share so that everyone has a chance
to read it. Contact Peggy Soliday with questions
- psoliday@comcast.net / (503) 305-8824.

Art & Spirit Circle –
Monday, June 24th 7pm

Last month we learned all about gelli
plate painting! Come to church Monday,
June 24th at 7pm for our next Art & Spirit
Circle gathering, details to follow.
veryone is welcome!
Gelli Plate Prints made by
Art & Spirit Circle

Auction & Dinner - Saturday, June 8th

Purchase your Auction/Dinner tickets early and save $2 per ticket! Please support your church!
With over 200 items and services to bid on, also up for bidding we have Greek dinners and pastries, fresh breads,
delicious pies and cakes, all made to order! These are just a handful of the companies who have graciously donated:
Bob’s Red Mill Bullwinkle’s Fun Center Burgerville Flying Pie Pizza LaQuinta Hotels Newport OMSI
Oregon Shakespeare Festival Nossa Familia Coffee Stumptown Tours Mike’s Drive-In Dave & Buster’s
Enchanted Forest Great Harvest Bread Valley Garden Growers Eagle’s Landing Golf Portland’s Culinary Workshop
Newport Discovery Zoo Wildlife Safari North Clackamas Aquatic Center A Cut Above Pet Grooming
O’Hana’s Hawaiian Restaurant Pittock Mansion Subway Pietro’s City Liquidators Maryhill Museum
Milwaukie Bowl Mocha Express New Renaissance Bookshop Gino’s Italian Restaurant Gramma’s Corner Restaurant
Papa Murphy’s Pizza Dave’s Killer Bread Dr. Michael C. Regan, DMD Dental Services McMenamin’s Pubs & more!

Contact Lori Prouty at (503) 654-0741 or web@c-ucc.org with questions.
Please support your auction – it is one of our largest fundraisers!

Support Our Local Businesses!

CUCC Picnic Sunday, July 21st
Annual church picnic at Charlie Hinkle’s house on the
beautiful Willamette river! ALWAYS a good time, food,
fellowship, and a GREAT swimming pool! Bring your
family, towel, sunscreen and a dish to share.
Food for Thought submitted by Peg Soliday
“How is your heart?” I recently asked a
friend going through a trying period of
overwork and romantic tumult, circling the
event horizon of burnout while trying to
bring a colossal labor of love to life. His
answer, beautiful and heartbreaking, came
swiftly, unreservedly, the way words leave children’s
lips simple, sincere, and poetic, before adulthood has
learned to complicate them out of the poetry and the
sincerity with considerations of reason and selfconsciousness: “My heart is too busy to be a heart,” he
replied. Maria Popova, Brain Pickings
When was the last time you did a “heart” checkup?
Mine was five months ago when I realized I was too
busy doing, leaving little time for just being a child of
GOD. I am scaling down in time and effort so that my
heart has room to live and grow in love.

 Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study 9:20 am –
Study of Genesis through June 9th when we break
for summer, resuming on September 8th. Join us!
 Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Adam 12 to
1:30 pm. Join Pastor Adam in his office each
Tuesday from 12 to 1:30 pm for studies covering
chapters for each following Sunday:
 June 2: Acts 16:16-34; John 17:20-26
 June 9: Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-17, (25-27)
 June 16: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; John 16:12-15
 June 23: 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a; Luke 8:26-39
 June 30: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21; Luke 9:51-62

Treasurer's Report
Total Income
Expenses
Difference

Submitted by Peggy Soliday

April 30, 2019
$10,405.71
8,624.81
$1,780.81

May 30, 2019
$7,232.92
7,156.65
$76.25

Remember our local businesses in
downtown Milwaukie such as Missing
Link Bike Repair & Supply, 10999 SE
Main St., Milwaukie. Missing Link has
donated to our Auction for the past two years, but this year
they’re having a hard time due to all of the downtown
construction which is slowing customer flow. Please
remember to support our local businesses by using their
services and pass on their info to your friends and family.

Social Justice
Thank You for Your Special Donations!

Water for Life: $502

CUCC raised $502 that
was donated to Humane
Borders - motivated by
faith and the universal
need for kindness, HB
maintains a system of
water stations in the Sonoran Desert on routes used by
migrants making the perilous journey here on foot. Our
primary mission is to save desperate people from a horrible
death by dehydration and exposure and to create a just and
humane environment in the borderlands. They locate their
water stations on government and privately owned land with
permission from the landowners.
Founded in the summer of the year 2000, Humane Borders,
Inc. is a non-profit corporation run almost exclusively by
volunteers whose focus is strictly humanitarian assistance.
They depend upon gifts from individuals and religious
groups of all faiths to continue their work.

African Painted Dog Endangered Species: $412

The CUCC youth chose the African Painted
Dog as their 2019 endangered species.
By providing education and a special
luncheon, our youth raised $412 of
which 100% directly benefits the
Painted Dog Conservation in Zimbabwe.
The Conservation’s mission is to create an
environment where painted dogs can thrive. They employ
more than 60 people from the local villages to run the
conservation programs and the education and outreach
programs. These efforts include everything from their AntiPoaching Unit team which patrol local areas daily to provide a
direct form of protection for the dogs, to their Rehabilitation
Facility where they treat injured and orphaned dogs before
returning them to the wild. The Conservation monitors more
than six packs of painted dogs on a daily basis across
Hwange National Park.

Sunday, June 16th – 9 am Father’s Day PreService Reception

Worship changes to 10 am today!
Pride Parade downtown Portland 11 am

June Calendar
Sundays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: 9:20 am – Study of Genesis. Summer
break begins June 16th.
Worship: 10:30 am; 10 am hours begin June 16th.
During Worship: Youth are dismissed for Sunday school.
Pastor Adam’s Appointment Hours:
Pastor Adam generally has open office hours on
Tuesdays from 10-12. He may have meetings in town
during this time, so it's always best to make an
appointment. To do so, please contact Adam at
adam@c-ucc.org, or call (503) 654-0741.
Pastor Adam's Tuesday Bible Study Schedule:
 June 2: Acts 16:16-34; John 17:20-26
 June 9: Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-17, (25-27)
 June 16: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; John 16:12-15
 June 23: 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a; Luke 8:26-39
 June 30: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21; Luke 9:51-62

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Trustees Meet: 1st & 3rd Wed. of each month at 9 am.
Women’s Circle: Meets from 10 to 1:30 pm.
Choir Practice: Meets from 6:50 to 8 pm. Summer break
begins June 17th. Sign up for special music during summer!

June 2019
Sunday, June 2nd – Communion; Heritage
Sunday with strawberry desserts provided by
the Deacons
Saturday, June 8th – 5:30 pm Auction & Dinner
Please Come & Support this Annual Fundraiser!
Sunday, June 9th – Clackamas County
Homelessness Presentation; New Members
Class after Worship

Monday, June 17th – Book Club 10:15 – 11:45,
reading Becoming by Michelle Obama
Sunday, June 23rd – Newsletter deadline
Monday, June 24th – Art & Spirit Circle 7 pm

July 2019
Sunday, July 7th – Communion
Sunday, July 21st Annual Church Picnic at Charlie
Hinkle’s house following Worship
Sunday, July 28th – Council meeting

