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houseless in our community. I was inspired by their
presentation and the questions that we asked
afterwards. I think we can do something to help. Stay
tuned during September as we continue to move
forward with this justice issue in our community.
Being a church comes with all kinds of surprises and
opportunities! What will come next?
This last month I also invited us to fill out notecards
with suggestions you’d like to see the church do in the
future. We’ve had all kinds of wonderful responses,
including: creating small groups, working with Bilquist
School, more educational opportunities, find a way to
help the Amazon rainforest, among others. If you have
a suggestion, please feel free to email me at
adam@c-ucc.org.
September is a time of changes at the church.

August was quite a month! I’m so glad we fundraised to
help the children in Mississippi who were tragically taken
from their parents during the ICE raids. Our hearts were
breaking for them as we saw footage of little children
crying for their parents. My children are around that age.
It’s horrific.
And who knew that we would be teaming up with
compassionate women who happen to be strippers? It
has been a strange yet wonderful experience getting to
know some of these women. I never thought that I’d
become friends with a stripper named Blu when I first
thought of becoming a pastor.
I’m happy to report that as of August 28th, between
CUCC, TeamBlu, and Lauren Seely (the artist who drew
up the t-shirt fundraiser), we have raised over $6,000 for
the #OurKids campaign! All of that will go to Mississippi
Immigrant Rights Alliance (MIRA), which, among other
things, “advocates, educates and organizes immigrant
and allied communities to spread awareness of
immigrant issues in housing, education, healthcare and
the workplace.”
Our t-shirt fundraiser has ended, but if you would like to
donate directly to MIRA, you can do so at their website
https://yourmira.wpcomstaging.com.
We also continued our discussion about
houselessness during August. Mikaila Smith and a
member of King of Kings Lutheran Church came to
talk with us about how we might be able to help the



We go back to worshipping Sundays at
10:30 on September 8th.



We will introduce our 2019-2020 Council
officers on September 8th.



Oh! Our new compassionate friends who
happen to be strippers are planning to worship
with us on September 8th!



Sunday morning Bible Study starts back up on
September 8th at 9:15.



Tuesday Bible Study begins on September 10th
at noon in my office.

And during the last weekend of September, the
Central Pacific Conference of the United Church of
Christ will be holding our annual gathering at Pacific
University! You are invited to come and learn more
about our conference and meet members from the
many different UCC congregations in Oregon, Idaho,
southern Washington. You will also meet our new
Conference Minister, the Rev. Tyler Connoley. I am
looking forward to this gathering. If you are interested
in coming, please contact me at adam@c-ucc.org.
I’m looking forward to September!

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Adam
Worship Hours
Change to 10:30
Mark your calendars: Worship
hours change back to 10:30 on

September 8th!
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Special Thank You…
Thank you Joyce Steiner for delivering the
school supply donations! “Oh my – hey
everyone come look at this!!” That is what the
people from Project Start Right said when
they saw a full trunk of school supplies. Joyce
was so pleased to deliver such a great variety
of items as well as cash to purchase needed
school supplies for our local kids. Joyce wants
to thank everyone for your generosity and she
loves you all – you made CUCC proud!

CUCC Drawing by Mary Sutherland, Milwaukie, OR

Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!

Denise Andersen’s Niece, Trevonia – Issues surrounding
a difficult pregnancy.
Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Cancer/Parkinson’s
Sharon Dobbs & Family
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley)- Waiting for a
kidney transplant
James Hess – Recovering from heart procedure
Lacey & Buddy Kloster – Upon the passing of mother/
wife, Sue Kloster
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer
Lanie Magorian – Health issues
Marsha Miller
Darryl & Linda Raby Family
Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues
Amira Stanley – Relief from ongoing pain
Eldon Steiner – Severe back/leg pain issues
Brian Wilcox – In treatment for metastatic melanoma
Family of Barbara Williams – Barb passed away on August 8th
Eli Wolfram & Mikayla Caston – Challenging housing situation

Prayer Works
Thank you Jeff Pratt for organizing the Outdoor
Cookout last month and to everyone who helped
set up, cook, brought food, ate, and cleaned up.
You are all an important part of CUCC!
We have so many great volunteers at CUCC
who never want anything in return, and often go
unrecognized, but are always ready to do great
things out of turn. Thank you for volunteering at
CUCC and God bless you!

Member News
Passing of Barbara Williams
Barbara Ann Williams passed away
peacefully on the evening of August 8,
after spending the day, her 99th birthday,
with her children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren who loved her dearly.
Barbara lived in the Portland area since
1967 and was an active member of CUCC, serving as a
deacon and participating in Ladies Aid. She enjoyed
dancing, showing boxer dogs, oil painting, crafting, bowling,
spending time with family and friends, and an occasional
trip to the casino. She had a kind, generous and loving
heart towards people and animals – she will be missed!
Barbara Williams

August 4th was a beautiful day for our Outdoor Animal
Blessing and Annual BBQ Cookout! Thank you to all who
participated. And thanks to St. Francis for visiting!
Photo credits: Stuart Wolfram

Zentagles Workshop, Sept. 25th at
the Franciscan Spiritual Center in Milwaukie

Former Clackamas UCC pastor, Rev. Denise Andersen,
will be offering a day-long workshop this fall at the
Franciscan Spiritual Center in Milwaukie. She invites
Clackamas UCC members to participate. Feel free to call
her for information at 503-351-3615. Workshop and
registration information is found below.
Zentangles as Spiritual Practice – What on earth are
Zentangles? Zentangles are a creative, free form expression of
art that put us into a meditative zone. More than doodling,
Zentangle creation is a focused form of art with the intent of
expanding our creativity and opening our minds to the spirit. This
art process is fun, enlightening and healing. We’ll create several
Zentangles that can be added to journals, taken home as art or
turned into cards. You’ll be impressed with what you can create
– even if you don’t consider yourself an artist. All supplies will be
provided, and you’ll go home with a Zentangle art kit.

CUCC Rummage Sales provides great opportunities:
1. Clear Out Your Clutter and Simplify
2. Recycle for the Sake of the Planet
3. Support Non-Profits with Leftover Rummage
4. Raise Funds for Our Church
Folks can plan to bring items to the church the week of the
sale. Please see Jan Straub or Joyce Steiner for more
information or to volunteer to help.

Book Club – Monday, Sept. 16th
Please join us – a good group of friendly
people who share a love of reading. Book
Club is from 10:15 - 11:45 and we go to
lunch at GG's on McLoughlin after the
meeting. Contact Peggy Soliday with
questions - psoliday@comcast.net, (503) 305-8824. The
schedule until the end of the year follows:
 September - Open Read
 October - Wings for My Flight - The Peregrine
Falcons of Chimney Rock by Marcy Houle
 November - Any book that has inspired you
 December - No meeting due to holiday activities

Treasurer's Report
Total Income
Expenses
Difference

July 2019
$8,644.46
6,370.69
$2,273.77

Submitted by Peggy Soliday

August 26th, 2019
$8,534.06
6,791.61
$1,742.45

Date: Wednesday September 25th, 9:30 to 3:30pm
Leader: Denise Andersen Cost: $55-85 sliding scale
Bring a sack lunch. Coffee and tea provided.
Franciscan Spiritual Center, 2512 SE Monroe St., Milwaukie
To Register: call 503-794-8542 or email: info@francisspctr.com
Rev. Denise Andersen is an ordained
minister who has been leading Art and
Spirit Circles for 25 years while being a
parish pastor in Milwaukie and Chicago.
She is an active retreat and workshop
leader covering topics from creative
journaling to designing sacred spaces. Originally inspired by
Julia Cameron’s The Artist’s Way, Denise has found that at
the intersection of art and contemplation is a deeply spiritual
practice. Rev. Andersen is currently creating a 16-piece
multi-media work of art based on the Stations of the Cross
with an environmental justice focus. This art installation has
been funded by the Lilly Foundation.

Clackamas Service Center’s 4th Annual Harvesting
Hope Luncheon - Sept. 25th, 11:30 to 1
Abernethy Center, 606
15th St., Oregon City, OR
97045

Please join CSC to support the
Center's mission. Registration
ends September 16th or until
sold out. Please purchase
your ticket early - this event
sold out last year!
Call 503-929-1601 or email:
debramason@cscoregon.org.

Can You Help?
We’re looking for an organizer for the Octoberfest
Luncheon on Sunday, October 13th. If you can organize/
host this event, please email Lori Prouty at web@c-ucc.org.

2019 CPC-UCC Annual Gathering
September 27-29th, Pacific University, Forest Grove OR
The Central Pacific Conference of the United Church of
Christ will gather for Annual Meeting at Pacific University in
Forest Grove, Oregon. Pacific University has an historic
relationship with the UCC, which makes it even more
inspiring to be on campus this year. We encourage CUCC
folks to consider attending, even if only for part of the time.
Click here for the schedule or find it on our church bulletin
board. Scholarships are available. Register below.

Art & Spirit Circle – Monday, Sept. 30th
Date: Monday, September 30th, 6:30 – 9 pm at CUCC
Fellowship Hall; Program: Soul Collage; Leader: Special
Guest; Cost: $5.00 for supplies
Soul Collage is a creative and
inspiring art process. Through the
creation of your own deck of
cards, you may find wisdom about
your personal path. This evening
we’ll start to create the deck
together, and you’ll be given
supplies to continue the process at home at your own
pace. It’s easy to catch the Soul Collage fire. You can
use the cards intuitively to answer life's questions and
participate in self-discovery. The cards may deepen
your understanding of your relationships between you
and your family/community/world, and give insight to
your hopes and dreams. All supplies will be provided,
but if you would like to bring small photos or pictures
that you can use in your collage, that is encouraged.
Northwest Regional Women’s Retreat @ Oregon
Gardens, Silverton, OR - Fri. to Sun., Nov. 1-3rd
The Northwest Regional
Women’s Retreat XII is
happening Nov. 1-3, 2019
at the Oregon Garden
Resort in Silverton, OR.
For more information about registration and workshops,
please visit the website at www.nrwr.us, or see the church
bulletin board. The theme this year is Wade in Water.

Quilt Raffle Tickets on Sale Sept. 8th
Don’t miss out on your chance to
win this beautiful queen-sized quilt
of four square pattern in four
different prints with red and black
border and grey “Hardtack”
pattern backing. Tickets go on
sale Sept. 8th with the raffle held during our Nov. Bazaar!

 Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study –
Sunday morning Bible study will start up
again on September 8th at 9:20 am. We will
continue studying the Book of Genesis.
 Tuesday Bible Study with Pastor Adam –
Bible study with Pastor Adam begins
September 10th at noon in the Pastor’s office.
Hey Parents!
Sunday School begins Sept. 8th

This year, we will be following a
progressive, children’s curriculum
called A Joyful Path that celebrates a
joy-filled life, and compassion for all. Using the Bible, other
wisdom stories, and focusing on the teachings of Jesus, we will
learn interdependence, self-awareness, respect for nature,
stillness, forgiveness, prayer, meditation, and integrity. We think
it’s going to be a terrific year! Topics covered include:
Energy Feelings Heart Nature The Will The
Intellect God Within All The Body Letting Go The
Universe Prayer The Bible The Life of Jesus
Christian Holidays Kindness Nature

Preschool/Nursery Coverage During Worship!
We now have preschool/nursery
coverage for our younger children
throughout the entire worship service! We
love having kids in the sanctuary during
worship, but if your little one needs a break
before the kids are dismissed for church
school, we now have coverage in our preschool/nursery
room throughout the entire service. We also have colorful
“Busy Bags” hanging in the Narthex that kids can use to
occupy their hands until it’s time for church school. Be sure
to grab one on your way into the sanctuary!

Social Justice

The gift of the table is the opportunity to understand love
outside of agreement, a love that holds fast between grace
and truth. Sometimes we create a false dichotomy between
love and truth, but love cannot exist apart from truth.

Shall We Gather at The Table?

At the table we have the incredible opportunity to see and
proclaim a God that is bigger than ourselves. A God that does
not require us to be generic or muted or missing. A God that
calls us out and calls us in so that we might be one.

By: Traci Blackmon

August 2, 2019

One of the things I love most about the United Church of
Christ is the professed wideness of our table.
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here” is both an inspirational
and aspirational profession that I’ve reflected upon often
since we gathered in Milwaukee this summer.
The table is a symbol of inclusion. But too often we
embrace the symbol with little attention to the
complexities of an open table.

May it be so.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Traci D. Blackmon is Associate General
Minister for the United Church of Christ.

I’m invited to many tables because I hold many identities.
As a clergy woman who is unapologetically black and
unashamedly Christian serving in a predominantly white
denomination with progressive theology, I am frequently
invited to tables because of my racial identity, or my
gender, or my theology, or my proximity to the lived
experiences of cultural and institutional oppression. Too
often the expectation of the host in such instances is that
only the invited identity will show up, but neither the table
nor humanity work that way.

New Opportunities to Help CUCC

Scripture teaches us that Jesus accepted invitations to
diverse tables with diverse people. If an open table is to
have any credibility within the Church, an invitation to the
table cannot be synonymous with conformity or comfort.

AmazonSmile – when you use this unique link to register
CUCC as your charity of choice, AmazonSmile will donate
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products directly to
CUCC! https://smile.amazon.com/ch/93-0760271

Open tables are hard work. Open tables require a
relinquishment of control. The declaration of an open
table is a declaration that we are called to serve
simultaneously as both host and guest at the table. It is
recognition that the table is not ours to regulate.

Fred Meyer Community Rewards – link your Fred Meyer
rewards card to CUCC by using our non-profit number
WB059. Many of you are already doing this and we thank
you! Click here for more info.

An invitation to an open table is not merely be an
invitation to be seated. It is an invitation to have a say.
An invitation to an open table is not merely an invitation to
have a say. It is an invitation to be seen.
An invitation to an open table is an invitation to be
recognized, fully seen and fully heard in the complexity of
our beings, and to have our whole selves invited to be fully
present.
This does not mean there won’t be times of calling out and
correction at the table. At the table we replicate most often,
Jesus gathers those who love him in a room for one final
meal before the crucifixion, and both John and Judas were
present. Jesus did not shy away from difficult conversation
at the table.
Neither can we.

You can now help CUCC financially (at no or little cost to
you) by selecting Clackamas United Church of Christ as
your non-profit of choice through the following businesses:
Oregon Bottle Drop – you can designate your bottle return
funds to benefit CUCC, or transfer a portion of your bottle
return balance directly to CUCC. Simply search for Clackamas
United Church of Christ under the nonprofit list and select us
as your nonprofit of choice. Click here for more info.

September 2019
Sunday, September 1st – Communion; Jeff Pratt
leading worship “Science and Spirituality.”
Sunday, September 8th – Worship returns to
10:30; Adult Bible Study & Sunday School starts;
Potluck; Council meeting.
Fri/Sat, September 13/14th – Fall Rummage &
Bake Sale.

September Calendar

Sunday, September 15th – Greek Luncheon
Fundraiser, hosted by Jeff & Lita Pratt.

Sundays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: Adult Bible study at 9:20 am. Continuing
studying the Book of Genesis.
Worship: 10:30 am followed by Coffee Hour.
During Worship: Youth are dismissed for Sunday
school during worship.

Monday, September 16th – 10:15 to 11:45, Book Club.

Pastor Adam’s Appointment Hours:
If you would like to make an appointment with Pastor
Adam, please contact him at adam@c-ucc.org, or
call (503) 654-0741.

September 27-29th – 2019 CPC Annual Gathering
Pacific University, Forest Grove OR.

Tuesday, September 24th – Newsletter deadline.
Wednesday, September 25th – 11:30 to 1, Clackamas
Service Center’s Annual Harvesting Hope Luncheon.

Sunday, September 29th – Rev. Ann Duffy leads
worship while Pastor Adam attends Annual Conference.

Pastor Adam's Tuesday Bible Study Schedule:

Monday, September 30th – Art & Spirit Circle, 6:30 –
9 pm (note the earlier start time), Guest Leader.

Tuesday Bible study with Pastor Adam begins
September 10th at noon in the Pastor’s office.

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC

October 2019
Sunday, October 6th – Communion; Choir will perform
songs composed by Jeff Pratt; Pastor Adam is off.

Trustees Meet: 1st & 3rd Wed. of each month, 9 am
(as needed).
Women’s Circle: Meets from 10 to 1 pm (bring a
sack lunch).
Choir Practice: 6:50 to 8 pm.

Thursday, October 24th – Newsletter deadline.
Sunday, October 27th – Dia de los Muertos Fundraiser
Luncheon, hosted by Suzanne Lacampagne.

You are out there
I walked in the desert – just an hour, maybe more – tired and thirsty You are out there – now I know for sure You escaped from
your homeland of war, inscription to the militia, kidnapping or rape You blended as a native in Mexico You made it to the next
border You escaped the drug cartel – forced to live a life of a mule You believed the guides – they took your money Only 5 miles
to Phoenix You have been walking 3 days Hiding alone frightened No trails – sandy uneven ground, loose rocks, dangerous
footings Snakes, scorpions, thorns in every bush – no shade Helicopters searching – fear – boarder control agents Water jugs –
are they good or poisoned by minute men You have eaten all the tortillas, crackers – your backpacks are here No water – your
empty water bottle has been left Shoes are ruined – you can no longer walk in them If only you could scrabble up the next ridge –
you would see rooftops You leave your bones – we leave crosses You are out there – now I know for sure
I send my prayers for you.
Written by Nancy McClain, CUCC Member.
Nancy was active in many peace and justice concerns, including immigration issues.
She died in April of 2018 and is remembered fondly.

