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We are in the latter half of September and in many churches throughout the world pastors and 
church leaders are starting what’s called a “Stewardship Campaign.”  
 
Usually when the phrase “Stewardship Campaign” is mentioned in a church, the people groan. 
So, just humor me for a second and after I say Stewardship Campaign, give me a nice good 
groan. You know, one that comes from deep down in your belly. 
 
Ready? Okay. Stewardship Campaign.  
 
Groan! 
 
A Stewardship Campaign comes during the last few months of the year and it’s a campaign to 
raise money for the church to ensure that it makes the end of the year budget. 
 
As far as I know, we’ve never had a Stewardship Campaign here. That’s when you all say, “Yay!”  
 
Because, you know, nobody likes talking about money. Especially money and church! But our 
Council encouraged me to talk about stewardship and money. So, if this sermon falls flat, you 
know who to blame…  
 
Hahaha! I’m kidding.  
 
I realized this week from our Gospel passage that Jesus talks a lot about money. In fact one out 
of ten verses in the Gospels deal with money. That’s 288 verses.  
 
I don’t know about you, but I would think that besides the Kingdom of God, the topic Jesus 
would talk most about be love or peace or forgiveness. 
 
But next to the Kingdom of God, the topic he talked most about was money. Jesus wasn’t afraid 
to talk about money. 
 
But do you know who is clearly afraid to talk about money? Your pastor! 
 
I’ve been here for almost two years and I have never preached on money. 
 
Jesus talked about money a lot because he knew that our relationship to money matters. In our 
passage, Jesus says that you cannot serve God and wealth. In the original language, the word 
Jesus used for wealth was mammon. Mammon was an ancient “Syrian deity” a “god of riches,”  

https://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/1996/december/410.html
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke+16:1-13
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke+16:1-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mammon
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wealth, and money. People worshipped mammon because they thought the god of money 
would save them from financial ruin. 
 
But Jesus knew that worshipping mammon would not save anyone. In fact, worshipping money 
leads to greed, which only destroys our relationships, our society, and as we are seeing today, 
greed is even destroying the earth. 
 
Jesus knew that our relationship with money matters. What we do with our money matters.  
 
This sermon is tricky because for many reasons. One reason is that many people think that 
churches only exist to suck money from people. Someone recently accused me of this on social 
media. He said that pastors just want to take money from their members so they can live in 
giant mansions and fly around in their personal jets.  
 
I can assure you that’s not happening here at Clackamas United Church of Christ! 
 
But for some reason, that accusation stung. It’s taken me years of therapy, but I’ve learned to 
try not to become defensive when I hear that criticism. I’ve learned to try not to respond with 
anger or to accuse the other person of being a jerk. 
 
To be clear, I try to not respond that way. I am not always successful. 
 
But this time I was able to take a step back to see if there was any truth in that accusation.  
 
It may be an awkward question for me to ask, but does the church exist just to get money from 
its members? 
 
Well, in a sense, yes. Our church, like all churches, is a 501c3. So we depend on generous 
donations from our members. If it weren’t for your generosity, we simply would not exist.  
 
But that’s not the real reason that we exist. We exist because we have a mission. I’d like to 
invite you to open your hymnals to the front cover. Let’s read together our mission statement: 
 
“In response to the Grace of God through Jesus Christ, and with the power of the Holy Spirit, 
the mission of the Clackamas United Church of Christ (Congregational) is: to be an 
intergenerational, caring, affirming, and nurturing community which fosters spiritual 
development, healing, and renewal. We seek to accomplish this purpose through worship, 
spiritual contemplation, theological education, and active response to the needs of our church, 
community, and world. Our congregation strives to live the teachings of Jesus Christ through 
our ministries and our Just Peace focus.” 
 

https://www.ravenfoundation.org/opening-our-borders-to-hurricane-dorian-victims-heres-why-its-the-christian-thing-to-do/
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That mission statement is why we exist. Jesus doesn’t want us to worship wealth. He wants us 
to use a portion of our wealth to make the world a better place. And here’s the thing: I don’t 
want you to give money to this church so that you can help pay the staff salary or building 
utilities or help pay off our roof loan. Those things are important, but they aren’t the reason 
that we exist.  
 
And I certainly don’t want you to give because you feel obligated or guilty. I don’t want you to 
give so that you will get your pastor, or even worse, God, off your back. 
 
 I want you to give to the church because you believe in our mission. 
 
I want you to give to the church because we meet at least once a week to encourage each other 
throughout the ups and downs of life. 
 
I want you to give because you feel a sense of joy in being part of something that is bigger than 
yourself.  
 
There’s a weird statement in our passage today where Jesus has the rich man praising his 
manager for acting shrewdly and dishonestly with his money. Why would Jesus endorse acting 
shrewdly or dishonestly with money?  
 
Because when you live in an economic system that worships Mammon you have to do 
something to subvert it. You have to do something from within that system to transform it. 
Acting shrewdly or even dishonestly within an economic system that is based on greed might be 
the most faithful thing we can do. 
 
And that’s what we do with our money here at this church. I want you to give because you are 
inspired by our long history of subverting a greedy economic and political system. For example, 
during the 1990s we became one of the first sanctuary churches in Oregon by hosting two 
refugees from Africa. That was an economic, political, and social risk, but we took it on because 
we had a higher mission to protect those refugees from being deported as they sought 
citizenship here in the US.    
 
I want you to give because you are inspired by our commitment to environmental care. For 
example, in 2016, the national body of the United Church of Christ ran a “Be the Church” 
contest. Our church was the very first winner of that national contest. We earned that honor 
because of our rain garden and native hedgerow in the back of our church. The article online 
states that we were chosen because the national UCC hoped that our church would, “inspire 
other churches to care for the Earth and make their community a better place.” The authors 
gave Lori the last words. Lori proclaimed, “We believe that God calls us to take care of our 
natural environment by facilitating the creation and maintenance of healthy, livable and 
sustainable communities. To believe is to care; to care is to act.”  

https://www.ucc.org/news_oregon_church_care_for_creation_wins_june_be_the_church_contest_06302016
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I want you to give because last year we invited a group of LGBTQ folks in their 20s to visit us 
during our worship service. They talked about being mentors to LGBTQ high school students. 
They told us that they wanted to attend a conference in Los Angeles that would help them 
become better mentors, but they struggled to raise money. After they spoke, we, the people at 
this church, passed around the offering plate to help LGBTQ folks become better mentors for 
younger LGBTQ folks. Now, I gotta ask you, do you know any other churches that have done 
that? I don’t. But I know that you did that. 
 
I want you to give because we’re the kind of church that raises money for immigrant children in 
Mississippi who were taken from their undocumented parents during ICE raids. Not only that, 
but you’re the kind of church that will happily team up with compassionate women who 
happen to be strippers in order to start a national campaign in order to help those children. 
Again, I ask you, what church does that? You do that. 
 
Members of our church volunteer time at food pantries to help the poor, we volunteer at the 
local women’s shelter and the service center, we read to children at elementary schools, we are 
involved with the worker’s rights movements, and many of us find ourselves in complicated 
family situations where we try to respond with grace and love while upholding healthy 
boundaries. 
 
And most importantly, you come here every Sunday and together we proclaim the radical 
message of the Gospel, that no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here. You are loved just as you are. And in a world that constantly tells us that we are 
only loved only if we have a certain amount of money or social status or worldly power, I think 
that kind of church is worth giving to. 
 
And here I want to be careful. Because I know that many of us can’t give money at this time. If 
our congregation is a subset of the United States, at least some of you are crippled by debt. If 
you are in that situation, I don’t want you to give financially to the church. I want to help you 
find resources and maybe mentors to help you get out of debt.  
 
And others of us can’t give because money is really tight during this time of your life. For some 
of us, showing up on Sunday is the best we can do. And I want you to know that if money is 
really tight for you right now that you being here on Sundays is more than enough.  
 
I also want you to know that there are other ways that you can give. You can give some of your 
time. We have committees, especially the Deacons Committee, Justice and Witness Committee, 
and the Children’s Education Committee that are always looking for help. You can give your 
talent - for example, the choir is always looking for new members. You could lead a new small 
group where people meet to check in and talk about life over a meal once a month.  
 

https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/457774-oregon-pastor-and-stripper-team-up-to-raise-money-for-migrant
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/08/20/how-much-debt-americans-have-at-every-age.html
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There are so many things that we can do together. And how we use our money matters. But I 
want you to hear this: Our faith is not about doing something in order to earn God’s favor. Our 
faith isn’t about giving time, talent, or money in order to get God off our backs. Our faith isn’t 
even about acting in ways of justice in order to get God on our side. 
 
Our faith is simply about this: You are loved. Just as you are.  
 
May we embrace that love and share it with those we meet as we continue to strive for a more 

just world for all God’s creation. Amen. 


