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Jesus the Feminist 
 
Nevertheless, she persisted. 
 
Do you remember a few years ago when that phrase became popular? 
 
The United States Senate had a hearing to confirm Jeff Sessions as US Attorney General. But 
Elizabeth Warren objected, delivering a speech where she quoted a statement from former 
Senator Ted Kennedy and then she read a written statement by Coretta Scott King, Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s wife, and a leader of the Civil Rights movement in her own right. 
 
Both statements claimed that when Sessions was an attorney, he showed indifference toward 
civil rights laws and he tried to stall the ability for African Americans to vote in his district. 
 
As Warren read the statement from Corretta Scott King, some men in the Senate interrupted 
her, but Warren persisted in reading King’s statement. Eventually, Mitch McConnell forced a 
vote to silence Warren. The vote went along party lines, and the Republican Senators silenced 
her. 
 
After the vote, McConnell stated, “Senator Warren … was warned. She was given an 
explanation. Nevertheless, she persisted.” 
 
Although McConnell’s statement was meant to put Warren in her place, it backfired. The 
phrase “Nevertheless, she persisted” became a rallying cry for women throughout the world 
who are breaking through the barriers of a patriarchy that has silenced or ignored women for 
far too long. 
 
Despite the fact that the Christian tradition claims that women and men are equally created in 
the image of God, women are still barred from preaching in the largest Christian denomination 
- the Catholic Church, not to mention the fact that women are barred from preaching in many 
Protestant denominations, too. Fortunately, women throughout the centuries have persisted in 
their God-given gift of teaching and preaching. And you can be proud to know that the United 
Church of Christ was the first Christian denomination to ordain a woman to preach. Why? 
Because throughout her life, men told Antoinette Brown that she would never be allowed to 
preach. Nevertheless, Antoinette Brown persisted and in 1853, the UCC ordained her to be the 
first woman pastor. 
 
And throughout the 19th century, women like Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony 
struggled for a woman’s right to vote, while they were repeatedly told that it would never 
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happen. Susan B. Anthony declared, “Men, their rights and nothing more. Women, their rights 
and nothing less.” In an act of nonviolence civil disobedience, she went to a polling booth, 
demanded to vote, and was arrested. Nevertheless, Susan B. Anthony and countless other 
women persisted in their pursuit of justice and eventually, women won the right to vote in 
1920. 
 
Unfortunately, throughout human history, women have often had to persist in their pursuit of 
justice.  
 
For example, in our passage today, Jesus tells a parable about our “need to pray always and not 
lose heart” in the face of injustice. 
 
Do you ever feel like there are so many problems in the world that it is impossible to keep up? 
Do you feel like there are powerful political, military, and business interests that make it nearly 
impossible for us to create a more just world? In the face of these problems, are you tempted 
to lose heart? 
 
Jesus and his disciples came up against a similar problem. They were conquered and occupied 
by the Roman Empire, the biggest empire the world had ever seen. To make matters worse, the 
political, religious, and economic establishment of Jesus’ culture largely worked with the 
Roman Empire’s oppressive tactics. 
 
What use was praying about their situation? The Jews of Jesus' day began to lose heart. Many 
fell into despair because the situation was so enormously oppressive. 
 
But Jesus taught them to pray and not lose heart. He told them a parable about a widow who 
persistently fought for justice against a powerful and unjust judge. 
 
In Jesus’ day, a widow was one of the most vulnerable members of society. In a patriarchal 
society, a husband protectected his wife both financially and physically. When a woman 
became a widow, she was often left destitute and powerless. 
 
At least, those in power wanted women to think they were powerless. In the parable, Jesus 
talked about a woman who refused to think of herself as powerless. She refused to lose heart in 
the face of injustice. As an unjust judge continued to ignore the widow’s pleas for justice, 
nevertheless she persisted in her demands. In the ancient world, women were supposed to 
“know their place” and keep silent. But this woman refused to accept the fate this man tried to 
force upon her. Instead, she persisted. 
 
You might say that Jesus was an early feminist because he consistently elevated women as 
models of faith. Few teachers in the ancient world would tell a story about a widow as an 
example of faith, but Jesus did. Jesus always flips patriarchal expectations upside down. The 
man in the story is shown to be a bad model of faith, while the woman is the superior model of 
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faith. She didn’t lose heart in the face of the enormous injustice that confronted her. Instead, 
she persisted in fighting for justice. Jesus ends his parable by asking if, when he comes back, he 
would find anyone on earth with faith like the faith of the widow. 
 
And from the evidence around us, I think it’s pretty clear that if Jesus came back today, he 
would find faith on earth just like that widow’s. 
 
For example, Greta Thunberg continues to stare climate change in the face and warn us about 
the damage we are doing to God’s good earth. Like the unjust judge, many powerful men have 
tried to shame her into silence. Nevertheless, Greta persists in her demands for climate justice. 
And thank God for her persistence.  
 
And just this last week, we saw a picture of Nancy Pelosi at a meeting in the White House. She 
is the only woman at a table full of men. She stands as she points her finger at the president, 
and she demands a more just world. The White House released that picture in an effort to 
shame and silence Pelosi. But instead of shaming her, that picture has encouraged her and 
women throughout the world to rise up against the patriarchy that continues to try to silence 
them. 
 
Of course, there are many famous women who are faced with injustice, nevertheless, they 
persist. But just the same, there are many less famous women who have the faith to persist, 
too. I think of women in my family, women who are friends of mine, and the women of this 
church who volunteer at food pantries, at Clackamas Women’s Services, help read to children 
at Builquist Elementary, delivering food to members who are sick, teaching our children about 
God’s love during Sunday school, and volunteering countless hours to make sure all of the 
church’s programs and fundraisers run as smoothly as possible.  
 
All of the women, and even some of the men, of our church inspire me. But, as I conclude, I’d 
like to lift up one person, if I may. Because maybe the person in my life who inspires me to 
persist the most is Bernie. Bernie is a model of faith and persistence for me. She is in her 80s 
and because of a difficult and painful family situation, she finds herself not as a grandmother or 
a great grandmother, but as a mother figure to her great-granddaughter.  
 
Bernie has a complicated life full of difficulties, but Bernie is also full of joy. She is honest about 
her emotions, her struggles, and through it all, she persists with a quick smile and a sense of 
humor. She is one of my greatest models of faithful persistence.    
 
And so if Jesus were to come back today and ask if there is anyone on earth with the faith of 
the woman in his parable, I would say to Jesus, “Go to the women at Clackamas United Church 
of Christ. There you will find great faith. And pay close attention to Bernie. Because in her, you 
will find faith and love and hope.” 
 
May it be so with all of us, today and forevermore, amen. 


