these debates miss the more important point – God
comes to us in a vulnerable baby and through his
parents.

A Just Peace Congregation

God is vulnerable. And God comes to us through those
who are vulnerable.

December 2019 Newsletter

In a very real sense, we are all vulnerable. Illness, aching
joints, the loss of a family member, or the loss of a job.
I am always thankful to be at CUCC, where people take
such good care of one another. When someone is
recovering from surgery or an illness, I always hear of
people stepping up to help each other out during these
times. It’s a wonderful thing to be part of such a caring
community.

The Prophet Isaiah

The Good News
Sometimes I like to imagine what I would do if I were in
our faith stories.
There’s a story that we read during the season of Advent
from the book of Isaiah. The Assyrian army was
threatening to invade Jerusalem and everyone was
really scared. The king asked Isaiah for a sign that
everything was going to be okay. Isaiah looked around
and found a young woman with a child. The prophet
pointed at the woman and her baby and said, “There is
your sign.”

But there are big problems in our county. Among them is
that housing prices in our area have skyrocketed. I heard
recently that Portland has the fastest rate of housing cost
in the United States, leaving many people vulnerable and
without shelter. Jesus and his family were vulnerable and
without shelter. And unfortunately, there was no room for
them in the inn.
Advent is the season before Christmas. Advent means
“Coming.” It’s the season when we prepare ourselves for
the coming of Jesus into our lives. Jesus comes to us
today in many ways. One of those ways is through those
who are vulnerable (Matthew 25). Advent asks us the
question, “Is there room for Jesus in our lives? Is there
room for Jesus in our church?”
Would I have said, “Sorry Jesus,
there is no room for you here.”

But that’s the story of our faith.

I often wonder what I would say if I were that innkeeper.
What would I have said if Jesus, his family, and their
donkey came to me? Would I have said, “Sorry Jesus,
there is no room for you here”? I’m sure Jesus and his
family were very inconvenient for that innkeeper, which is
why he said “no” to them. That response was
understandable. I mean, they must have been filthy and
stinky after traveling for so long. It would have been very
inconvenient for him and no one likes to be
inconvenienced.

God doesn’t come to us in a great king or divine warrior.
God comes to us in the most unexpected ways – like in a
vulnerable baby.

But I bet that if the innkeeper had said “yes” to the
inconvenience of making room for Jesus at his inn that he
would have been blessed beyond measure.

Christians like to debate the “young woman” of Isaiah’s
passage because the Gospel of Matthew says that Mary
fulfilled a prophecy by Isaiah that Mary would be a virgin.
But Isaiah never calls her a virgin. He just says the
woman is young.

And so although it will likely come with some
inconvenience, may we make room in our lives for Jesus
this Advent and Christmas season.

If I were there, I think I would laugh. A woman and her
baby are “signs” that we are going to survive the attack
from the brutal Assyrians? Was Isaiah joking? Seriously.
Couldn’t this great prophet have pointed to a greater sign.
How about a giant war horse or one of our great
warriors?

Increasingly this debate feels like arguing about how
many angels can dance on the head of a needle. Many of

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Adam
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Bring Your Poinsettias for the Altar
As is traditional at CUCC, anyone who would like
to donate poinsettias for the altar in memory of a
loved one may do so from now through the
month of December. They are a lovely addition
to our sanctuary during the holidays. If you would
like to offer one in memory of someone, please let Jean
Herrera know so she can include it in the bulletin. Contact
Jean at 503-654-2449 or email jeherr@centurylink.net.

Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!

Denise Andersen’s Niece, Trevonia – Issues surrounding
a difficult pregnancy
Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Cancer/Parkinson’s
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for a
kidney transplant
Brenda Eichelberger, Bernie Nolan’s daughter – In
treatment for recurrent cancer
Faith, Bernie Nolan’s great-granddaughter – As she
prepares for open heart surgery
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer
Kate Nelson – For recent health issues
Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues
Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues
Linsey Scott, Jeff & Lita Pratt’s 25-year-old niece who is
homeless in the Bay area living in a car
Amira Stanley – Recovering from hip surgery
Eldon Steiner – Severe back/leg pain issues
Brian Wilcox – In treatment for metastatic melanoma
For the homeless – We pray for improved services and a home
For those affected by wildfires – We pray for safety

Prayer Works

If you would like to be included in our weekly prayer chain,
please email Pastor Adam at adam@c-ucc.org.

Happy Advent!

Special Thank You…
To Cathy Cooper and the Deacons for the
delicious soup lunch. We raised $248 for our local
homeless and food deprived. Thank you!
EVERYONE who worked so hard on November’s
Holiday Bazaar, Luncheon and Bake Sale. Special
thanks to Jean Herrera for organizing the
excellent luncheon and to Joyce Steiner and
Janice Straub for heading the Bazaar. Everyone’s
efforts brought in $3907! And we’re so happy to
announce that Jean Herrera won the quilt raffle
this year – congratulations Jean! This is especially
wonderful because of Jean’s article in the
Clackamas Review about that very same quilt –
article follows.
Sharon Dobbs for selling CUCC calendars;
Janice Straub and Kate Nelson for selling raffle
tickets for the Bazaar.

From the November 2019 Bazaar Kitchen Crew:
Those who have worked together for years, Patti Hanson,
Bev Johnson, Jazelle Savin, and Jean Herrera, greatly
appreciated three ladies who joined us for the first time to
wait on our customers: Amira Stanley, Abby Kempf,
and Sharon Dobbs. They were all so efficient; this was a
great way to get to know them better. Thanks to our pie
makers, Patti, Jazelle, Jean, and Rhonda FrickWright! Amy Brinkley for the Spring Salad jello; Bev and
Jean for the biscuits. Behind the scenes, Jazelle roasted a
large turkey; Mike and Elsie Savin deboned and cut up the
meat. Jean did the same and on Saturday morning for 2 ½
hours made the creamed sauce adding in turkey, peas, and
celery along the way. Turkey sandwiches, new this year,
were a success and will return next year along with salad
and soups to provide options to the creamed turkey. We all
enjoy thinking about Thelma Lunde who made all the
biscuits and creamed turkey into her 94th year and who
passed in 2013.

Abby Kempf and Lori Prouty for putting out and
picking up the Bazaar signs throughout the
neighborhood helping to get the word out.
Suzanne Lacampagne for organizing the group
trip to see the Black Nativity Musical!

Giving Tree 2019
CUCC’s Justice & Witness
Committee has announced that
the Clackamas Service Center
(CSC) will be the agency we will
support through the Giving Tree
again this year. Our focus this year
is on travel-sized items, such as:
Travel size shampoo
Travel size conditioner
Travel size toothpaste, toothbrushes
Hand/body soap (bar or liquid)
Deodorant, razors & shaving cream
Reusable shopping bags
Also, in December, we’ll be heading up a second
collection for the UCC Christmas Fund, supporting a
ministry that cares for the active and retired clergy and
lay employees of the United Church of Christ.
If you would like to become involved in the CUCC
Justice & Witness Committee, please reach out to
Pastor Adam or Abby Kempf, or show up to our next
meeting, December 8th at noon in the Choir Room.

Bazaar customers enjoying the turkey luncheon

Thank you to repeat cashiers, Amy Brinkley and Suzanne
Lacampagne! Our earnings this year were a record high.
Thank you to Bill Magorian and John Herrera, our muscle
men, who helped move furniture to set up the narthex for the
Saturday Bazaar and Sunday Soup lunches with Cathy Cooper
and Jean Herrera.
Question: Why a creamed dish? This was popular going back
to the 1950s and before. Many of us were in 4-H cooking clubs
where making creamed sauce dishes was standard curriculum!

Shop with Us! Gifts that Give Twice
Three Sundays in December – Dec.
8th, 15th and 22nd – we will be offering
items for purchase on our “Gifts that
Give Twice” table. Included are the
ever-popular Canaan Organic Olive
Oils from Palestine: Basil, Lemon,
Garlic or Thyme flavors in 8.4 oz.
bottles, $15. They make GREAT
Christmas gifts. There will also be
handmade and fair-trade items. All
proceeds benefit the church.

CUCC 2020 Calendars for Sale!

Renegade Gospel Winter Concert
Sunday, December 15, 1-2 pm
The Renegade Gospel Choir has been rehearsing every
Tuesday evening in our church building. They will be
performing a free community 2019 Winter Concert “Hope
Blossoms” at CUCC on Sun., Dec. 15th from 1-2 pm. It’s
going to be a great concert – don’t miss it! More info below.

Another way you can support our mission! Do you want
to support our mission to proclaim God's unconditional love
for all people, but especially for our LGBTQ siblings?
Or how about our mission to proclaim that black lives
matter and we need to dismantle white supremacy?
Or our message that God loves Jews, Muslims, and
atheists as much as God loves any Christian?
Or do you need a reminder that God loves you just the
way She made you?
You can help us in our mission by purchasing a Clackamas
UCC 2020 calendar! They make great conversation starters
and great gifts!
$15 each, or $20 to have them mailed. Purchase your
calendars at church or by clicking here - https://cucc.org/purchase-your-2020-clackamas-ucc-calenda…/

Transgender Awareness Day
On Sunday, Nov. 24th, CUCC acknowledged Transgender
Day of Remembrance and the lives of the 331 individuals
who were murdered in 2019. We celebrated that God loves
everyone – including those of us who are transgender.
Amen! That is the Good News and it is brought to you by
Amira Stanley and Joli St. Patrick. Preach it, sisters! Click
here to view their Nov. 24th sermon from our website.

No-Rehearsal Christmas Pageant!
Sunday, Dec. 15
What is a no-rehearsal Christmas pageant? Exactly that.
No fuss, easy, fun, joy-filled, for kids and adults, and of
course, we have costumes! The unpredictability of this
pageant is all part of its charm!
If you can participate, plan to come at 10:15 am on
Sunday, December 15th and we’ll set you up!
Joli St. Patrick lights the peace candle in memory our
transgendered siblings

Member News
Genica Chow & Phillip Hyland Engaged!

Genica Chow & Phillip Hyland

Congratulations to Genica Chow and Phillip Hyland who
became engaged on October 23rd! To propose, Phillip
created a 10-destination, 4-hour scavenger hunt all over
Portland leading Genica to places where they had very
pivotal memories in their short time here in Portland (they
moved here in Jan. of 2018). The final destination was the
Portland Rose Garden in Washington Park - in the evening
with the gardens all to themselves.
Genica and Phillip plan to marry on October 18th, 2020 at
Oregon City’s Abernethy Center. They met at the University of
Nevada, Reno and became best friends, school study
partners, and group project teammates. The couple will have
been together nearly 5 years in March. A big CUCC
congratulations to you both!!
Just a few of our many Holiday Bazaar volunteers: Amira Stanley, Gary
Lowrie, Amy Brinkley & Suzanne Lacampagne

The queen-size quilt, in shades of deep red, white, gray and black, showcases the
four-square pattern, and features a black and red border. Women from the
church's Art and Spirit Circle helped with some of the quilting, and Herrera then put
the binding on it.
Herrera said all the food and handcrafted items are made by church members and
include jelly, pickles, sauerkraut, breads and holiday cakes and cookies. Proceeds
from the bazaar go to the general budget of the church for missions and operating
expenses.
Herrera compiled a notebook of all the quilts raffled off at holiday bazaars from
1983 to the present day, with photos showing all the different patterns and
variations of colors as the years progressed. Herrera also noted the names of
parishioners who made the quilts and the names of the winners.
People should come to the bazaar for the opportunity to own a handmade, one-ofa-kind quilt, she said. What Herrera likes best about quilting is "putting the patterns
together so that all the colors really look beautiful," she said.
Herrera added that there is a sense of "joy of the finished product. When you get it
off (the quilting) frame, it is a work of art."

Art & Spirit Circle – Mon. Jan. 27th, 7 pm
Art & Spirit Circle will not meet during December, but will join
together again on January 27th at 7 pm. More details to come.

Christmas Eve - Tuesday, Dec. 24th
Cookie & Coffee Reception - 7:15 pm
Christmas Eve Service & Caroling - 8 pm
Join us for our annual Christmas Eve Service
and Candlelight Caroling. Come at 7:15 pm
for the cookie/coffee reception before the 8
pm service begins. Our Christmas Eve
service ends as we sing carols by candlelight
and leave the church in silence. A beautiful evening.

End-of-Year Staff Gifts
It is a long-standing tradition at Clackamas
UCC to offer a year-end gift to each of our paid
and volunteer staff persons as a way of saying
“thank you for your time and effort.” We have
five: Jean Herrera/Organist; Lori Prouty/Admin. Asst/
Webmaster; Cody Prouty/Janitorial; Annalise Tana/Nursery
and of course Rev. Adam Ericksen/our Pastor.
If you would like to donate to staff gifts, you may either:
 Put your donation in an envelope clearly labeled as “staff
gifts” and put in the offering plate at Sunday service, or
 Mail your donation directly to the church at: PO Box 2562,
Clackamas, OR 97015, or
 Make an online donation at the CUCC web site, https://cucc.org/giving/. Remember to mark “staff gifts” in the notes.

Book Club – Monday, Jan. 20th
The Book Club will not meet during
December, but will meet again on
Monday, January 20th. January is an open
read month for individuals to share what
they have been reading, including
recommendations. We will be selecting the three books to
read in February, April, and June. Recommendations will
be welcomed and considered. We meet from 10:15 11:45 followed by lunch at GG's on McLoughlin. Contact
Peggy Soliday with questions - psoliday@comcast.net,
(503) 305-8824.

Holiday cards & ornaments from Nov's Art & Spirit Circle with
Angie Doll, Sharon Dobbs & Virgil Miller

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study –
Class is from 9:20 am to 10:10 am in
the Fellowship Hall. We continue the
study of the UCC Curriculum on
Exodus. In January, we will begin
studying the book, “The History of God”, by Karen
Armstrong, a well-known contemporary
theologian. Please join us!
Pastor Adam's Tuesday Bible Study Schedule:
 Dec 3 - Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12
 December 10 - Isaiah 35:1-10, Matthew 11:2-11
 December 17 - Isaiah 7:10-16, Matthew 1:18-25
 December 24 - No Bible Study (Personal
reflections on Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2:1-14)
 December 31 - No Bible Study (Personal
reflections on Jeremiah 31:7-14, John 1:1-18

Use Zelle to Make Your CUCC Donations – No Fees!
Good News! You can now make your CUCC donations
by using Zelle with absolutely no fees! Simply
download the Zelle app, or access it through your online
banking, and send off your instant donation to business@cucc.org. Additional ways to contribute directly to CUCC:
Check/Cash
Zelle: business@c-ucc.org
Facebook Donate Website Giving: c-ucc.org
Amazon Smile
BottleDrop Give
Fred Meyer Community Rewards

Need Help Signing up for Amazon
Smile, Fred Meyer Community
Rewards and/or Oregon Bottle Drop?
Peg Soliday will be available on Dec. 1st and 8th with
information on how you can sign up with Amazon Smile,
Fred Meyer Community Rewards, and Oregon Bottle Drop,
and how to list CUCC as your designated charitable
organization. All of these organizations will either send a
quarterly donation to CUCC (at no cost to you), or will allow
you to donate part of your account balance directly to
CUCC. It’s a great way to donate to CUCC with little or no
impact to you!

Treasurer's Report
Total Income
Expenses
Net Income

Submitted by Peggy Soliday

Nov. 2019
$15,352.34*
11,973.09
$3,379.25

Oct. 2019
$ 8,376.94
11,104.88
$-2,727.94

*Includes $3,906.68 from Holiday Bazaar (lunch $446.75; quilt raffle
$557.25; bazaar $2,902.68)

Per Capita Dues Reminder
It’s not too late to pay your annual Per
Capita member dues - $14 per member.
Please make a notation on your check or
donation envelope how much of your
payment is for your Per Capita. Thank you!

Social Justice
Commentary: The Witness of Water
By: Tracy Howe Wispelwey

November 28, 2019

Last week, as closing arguments began in the latest trial of
Dr. Scott Warren, the organization he volunteered with, No
More Deaths, continued defiantly to do the work they felt
called to: to end suffering and death in the Sonoran desert by
setting out water and providing humanitarian aid, the very
thing Dr. Warren was now facing 20 years in prison for.
The first time I heard about groups going into the desert to set
water out was in 2000. I was fresh out of college, and it was
one of the first encounters I remember where the acts of
mercy and compassion, embodied as solidarity with the
vulnerable and dangerous plight of people, testified loudly to
me: this is the gospel!
Nineteen years later, the movement of people across borders
globally continues, as it has since people began. This is
nothing new and it won’t stop. However, militarization along
the U.S.-Mexico border has increased. Nationalist and white
supremacist policy has increased. Humanitarian aid, setting
water out in the desert, has been criminalized. Nevertheless,
the gospel still calls us to embody solidarity (Matthew 5:1-12),
to act in faith, hope and love of creation and our fellow human
siblings (Matthew 25:34-46), and to demonstrate true, living
relationships.
The stakes have grown for me, not because of the increased
risk of arrest, or possibility of being targeted by border
patrol as some of my colleagues have been. The stakes have
grown for me because I am in the process of getting free of
the dehumanizing spiritualities of the world. I am living more
fully into the truth that I am beloved by God, made in God’s
beautiful and transforming image. My faith grows stronger
rooting into the knowledge and the demonstration of mercy
and compassion, and embodying solidarity with the most
vulnerable—what I understand as the core of the gospel,
which is about to be celebrated again around the world by all
different traditions of Christianity in the proclamation of
Advent and Christmas.
The United Church of Christ stands with immigrants and refugees,
and I was honored to join a special water drop delegation
facilitated by No More Deaths in the Buenos Aires National
Wildlife Refuge, where the remains of many migrants have been
found over the years. As we were driving back to the courthouse,
we learned the jury had reached a verdict: not guilty on all
charges. Whatever comes next in regards to policy, the
construction of walls, or militarization of our lands, we will not stop
the work of mercy and compassion, of restoring the truth of our
living relationships with one another. It’s worth it because we
belong to one another. It’s worth it even if we are imprisoned.

It’s worth it—as Jesus demonstrated—even if the powers and
principalities, the empires and the state, put us to death. Jesus
will be born again, embodying the vulnerability of a baby in the
arms of migrant woman.
Tracy Howe Wispelwey is Minister for Congregational &
Community Engagement for the United Church of Christ

DOC and UCC Leadership Call on Congress and
the President to Change Harmful Cuba Policies
By: Global Ministries

November 26, 2019

The General Minister and Presidents of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of Christ, Rev.
Terri Hord Owens and Rev. John Dorhauer, have signed on
to a letter expressing concern about harmful Cuba policies
and calling on the Trump Administration to make a number of
changes. Likewise, the Co-Executives of Global Ministries
have signed on to a parallel letter calling on members of
Congress to co-sponsor H.R. 3960, the Freedom for
Americans to Travel to Cuba Act, and its Senate companion,
S. 2303. Both bills have bipartisan support and 81 percent of
Americans, 96 percent of Cubans, and 57 percent of Cuban
Americans support lifting the travel ban.

The facts are alarming:
 Medical debt is the top reason that Americans are in
contact with debt collectors
 Americans faced with medical bill problems cut back on
spending for food, clothing or other basic household items
 Many take on extra jobs or work more hours
 Thousands have depleted their savings
Join our faithful action to relieve the health-poverty trap
and erase crushing medical debt for thousands of
individuals. With your gift, we will raise awareness of this
issue and purchase debt for pennies on the dollar
through our partnership with RIP Medical Debt. Please
give generously and join us in lifting up in prayer families
that are on the edge of financial ruin because of
unbearable medical debt. Learn more.

In the course of 2019, the Administration has implemented
several new punitive regulatory changes that impose real
hardships on the Cuban people and on families on both sides
of the Florida Strait, while damaging the interests of both the
American and the Cuban people. These include:
Measures that limit non-family travel to Cuba, dramatically
reducing the number of U.S. visitors and reducing hard
currency income for both the public and the newly emergent
private sector in Cuba. Severe restrictions on remittances
sent by U.S. citizens to family or friends in Cuba.
Decisions that deter foreign investment in Cuba, particularly
the decision to allow the full implementation of Title III of the
Helms-Burton Act. Efforts to prevent oil shipments from
Venezuela from reaching Cuban ports, causing energy
shortages in Cuba.
These measures come on top of last year’s decision to
suspend consular services at the U.S. embassy in Havana.
Now Cubans seeking to reunite with family members in the
U.S., or obtain visas for travel or legal migration, are unable
to do so unless they travel to a U.S. Embassy abroad—
something that many Cubans simply cannot afford to do.
These letters reflect the continuity of our commitment with the
people of Cuba and build upon resolution GA-1927 passed at
the July 2019 General Assembly of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) which called for ending the U.S. embargo
against Cuba and promoting constructive relations between
the two countries. Read the full text of the letter to the
President at this link.

Take the stigmafree Pledge
Mental health matters to everyone. Individuals, companies,
organizations and others can take the pledge to learn more about
mental illness, to see a person for who they are and take action
on mental health issues. Take the pledge; raise awareness.
 Learn about mental health—educate myself and others
 See the person, not the illness—strive to listen,
understand, tell my own story
 Take action—spread the word, raise awareness, make
a difference
TAKE THE PLEDGE

December 2019

December Calendar
Sundays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: Adult Bible study, 9:20 – 10:10 am.
Continue studying the Book of Genesis.
Worship: 10:30 am followed by Coffee Hour. The first
Sunday of each month is our Intergenerational Service
where our children stay in the sanctuary throughout the
service and help with various aspects of the service.
Childcare is available for ages 1 to 4 in the nursery.
During Worship: Youth are dismissed for Sunday
school during worship.
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Sunday, December 1st – Intergenerational
Service; Communion; Advent 1; Tree Trimming
& Potluck after worship
Wednesday, December 4th – 5:45 pm Financial
Management Meeting
Sunday, December 8th – Advent 2; 12 noon
Justice & Witness Committee Meeting; Gifts
that Give Twice Table
Saturday, December 14th – 10-12 pm, Heart 2
Soul Spiritual Project in the Fellowship Hall
Sunday, December 15th – Advent 3; Gifts that
Give Twice Table
1-2 pm, Renegade Gospel performance after
worship

Sunday, December 22nd – Advent 4: Gifts that
Give Twice Table; newsletter deadline
Tuesday, December 24th – Christmas Eve Service
8 pm, Cookie/Coffee Reception 7:15 pm

Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC
Pastor Adam’s Appointment Hours:
Pastor Adam generally has open office hours on
Tuesdays from 10-12. He may have meetings in town
during this time, so it's always best to make an
appointment. To do so, please contact Adam at
adam@c-ucc.org, or call (503) 654-0741.
Pastor Adam's Tuesday Bible Study Schedule:
 Dec 3 - Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12
 December 10 - Isaiah 35:1-10, Matthew 11:2-11
 December 17 - Isaiah 7:10-16, Matthew 1:18-25
 December 24 - No Bible Study (Personal reflections on
Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2:1-14)
 December 31 - No Bible Study (Personal reflections on
Jeremiah 31:7-14, John 1:1-18

Wednesday, December 25th – Merry Christmas!
Sunday, December 29th – Holiday Musical
Worship led by CUCC Choir; Pastor Adam off

January 2020
Wednesday, January 1st – Happy New Year!

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Trustees Meet: 1st & 3rd Wed. of each month, 9 am
(as needed).
Women’s Circle: Meets from 10 to 1 pm (bring a
sack lunch).
Choir Practice: Choir meets from 6:50 to 8 pm on
Wednesdays in the sanctuary. Adults and high school age
who can carry a tune are welcome to come and join us. Just
show up to visit and see what we do!

Sunday, January 5th – Intergenerational Service;
Communion; Christmas Clean-Up
Sunday, January 12th – Council meeting
Sunday, January 19th – Congregational meeting &
Potluck
Sunday, January 26th – Newsletter deadline

