The Pope is not the ultimate authority of Christian faith.
Nor is the Bible. Jesus is the authority.

A Just Peace Congregation

October 2019 Newsletter

If you are like me, you don’t like the word “authority.” It
smacks too much of authoritarianism. I like how our
denomination, the United Church of Christ, puts it. Jesus
is the head of the church. That means your pastor is not
the head (thank God for that!), the church council is not
the head, the Bible is not the head, and no pope or
bishop is the head. Jesus is the head.
And Jesus says “follow me.” Notice that Jesus doesn’t
teach us to follow the book of Leviticus or Joshua or Judges
or Hosea or even Isaiah. He teaches us to follow him.

The Good News
How Do You Have Such a Different Interpretation of
the Bible?
I’d like to answer a really great question that Jerry
McCalib recently asked me.
How do you have such a different interpretation of the
Bible than many other Christians?
For many people, this is a question of authority. A related
question to Jerry’s would be, “What has authority when it
comes to matters of faith?”
Catholics tend to find authority in the Pope. They often
talk about papal authority. So when Catholics have
questions about faith, they generally look to the Pope for
answers.
Then Protestants came on the scene. Protestants didn’t
like the Pope very much. They felt like he had too much
power and was corrupt. Some Protestants used very vivid
language. If you want to read some pretty polarizing
language, type “Martin Luther quotes about the Pope”
into Google and you will find all kinds of trash talk.
But I think the Protestants overreached. In trying to take
ultimate authority away from the Pope, Protestants
placed ultimate authority in the Bible. Catholics claimed
that the Pope was the sole authority. Protestants claimed
that the Bible was the sole authority.
The debate got very heated. Unfortunately, it also got
very violent.
That’s because there was something really important
missing from the debate. Namely, Jesus. After all, we are
not called Popians (did I spell that word right?). Nor are
we called Biblians. We are called Christians.

Interestingly, there was a group of religious teachers who
came to Jesus and asked him what the greatest
commandment is. Some people today would say that the
question is heretical. After all, every word of the Bible is
God’s word and is inerrant. Thus, we should not “pick and
choose” which commandments to follow. They are equally
important.
But Jesus didn’t treat the Bible that way. He picked and he
chose. And he was very deliberate in his picking and
choosing which commandments are most important. He
answered that the greatest commandments are to love God
and love your neighbor. In fact, the whole law and the
prophets hang on those commandments.
So, Jesus is the authority of our faith, but in the most nonauthoritative way possible – through radical love. In fact,
there are laws in the Bible that say when people make
certain transgressions, they should be stoned. Jesus
ignored those passages. Why? Because Jesus picked and
chose love.
And that’s how I think we should interpret the Bible. Those
violent passages are important because they teach us how
*not* to do things and how not to think about God.
There’s a prophet in the Bible named Hosea. Hosea
claimed that God “desires mercy, not sacrifice.” But the
weird thing is that there’s a whole book in the Bible called
Leviticus that tells us God wants us to sacrifice. But Hosea
says, “Nope. God doesn’t want that. God just wants you to
act with mercy.”
Jesus didn’t quote those sacrificial passages in Leviticus,
but he did quote Hosea’s statement that God desires
mercy, not sacrifice.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Adam
See Pastor Adam’s special note inside
on our new Intergenerational
Services - first Sunday of the month!
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 Joyce Steiner and Janice Straub give a big thank you to
everyone who worked at last month’s rummage sale! There
were so many items to sell and so many people stepped up
to assist. Special thanks to all of the new people who helped;
you are a blessing. All of our efforts made nearly $900! The
extra rummage was donated to the Kendall Center and
Children’s Club. Thank you everyone!
 Thank you David Palanuk for removing the play tire from
the playground structure that had become a recurring home
to the neighborhood wasps! We appreciate it!!

Moderator: Charlie Hinkle cfhinkle@stoel.com
Vice Moderator: Abby Kempf abbyd03@gmail.com
Clerk: Heather Merrifield hjmerrifield1@gmail.com
Treasurer: Peggy Soliday psoliday@comcast.net
Financial Management: Jeff Pratt jcpratt@yahoo.com
Financial Secretary: Patti Hanson
Christian Ed./Youth: Lori Prouty web@c-ucc.org
Trustee: Dave Frick-Wright dfrickwright@gmail.com
Deacons: Cathy Cooper catannecooper@gmail.com
Justice & Witness: Jodi Chandler jnlcamp@yahoo.com
Staff Relations: Amira Stanley tothecoremindandbody@gmail.com
Newsletter Submissions: The CUCC Newsletter is open to
submissions from members and committees. We welcome
information, poetry, photos and art for consideration in this
monthly publication. Also – we love to receive member
“News” – submissions to be considered can be emailed to
Lori Prouty at web@c-ucc.org. Next Newsletter is
November, deadline Oct. 24th.
Web Sites to Check Out:
 Clackamas UCC - http://www.c-ucc.org/
 CPC-UCC “On the Way” Newsletter
 CPC Aging & Spirituality Network
 UCC National Offices - www.ucc.org
 UCC Justice & Peace Action Network
 Community of Welcoming Congregations www.welcomingcongregations.org
 Progressive Christianity - http://www.tcpc.org
 The Raven Foundation - https://www.ravenfoundation.org/
 The Living Room for LGTBQ Youth https://www.thelivingroomyouth.org/

Special Thank You…
 HUGE thank you to Lita and Jeff
Pratt for cooking and providing
the DELICIOUS food for the
Greek Luncheon Fundraiser. The
Greek dinner brought in $530! It
really was an amazing spread!
 Thank you to Bev and Dennis
Johnson for using their truck to move many storage boxes
from Cathy Cooper’s garage to the rummage sale!

Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!

Denise Andersen’s Niece, Trevonia – Issues surrounding
a difficult pregnancy
Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Cancer/Parkinson’s
Sharon Dobbs & Family
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for a
kidney transplant
Brenda Eichelberger, Bernie Nolan’s daughter, in
treatment for recurrent cancer
James Hess – Recovering from heart procedure
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer
Lanie Magorian – Health issues
Marsha Miller
Darryl & Linda Raby Family
Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues
Sharon Soliday – Recovering from ACL surgery
Amira Stanley – Relief from ongoing pain
Eldon Steiner – Severe back/leg pain issues
Brian Wilcox – In treatment for metastatic melanoma
Family of Barbara Williams – Barb passed away on August 8th
Eli Wolfram & Mikayla Caston – Challenging housing situation

Prayer Works
If you would like to be included in our weekly prayer chain,
please email Pastor Adam at adam@c-ucc.org.

A Note From Pastor Adam -

Intergenerational Services –
First Sunday of the Month!

CUCC: Portland’s Climate Strike

Dear Friends,
Part of our mission at CUCC is to be an intergenerational
congregation. So, starting in November, CUCC will start
experimenting with a once a month intergenerational
service on the first Sunday of each month. These
services will be shorter than our normal services and will
emphasize the growing intergenerational aspect of our
congregation.
We picked the first Sunday of the month because it is
Communion Sunday. Part of the importance of Communion
is found in its name - we come together as a community for
an experience that is bigger than ourselves. Communion is
where we practice our commitment to our faith in the God
who loves everyone and that everyone belongs in our
congregation. One of my favorite things to hear during
communion are the words, "Everyone, child, youth, and
adult, is welcome to eat at this table."

Pastor Adam and friends at Portland’s Climate Strike Sept. 20th.

I love those words because many churches put restrictions
on Communion. They claim that you have to be a certain
age, or from their congregation, or you have to understand
what's really happening during Communion. But we don't
put those kinds of restrictions because we believe that
everyone is loved and invited to God's table of abundance.
So starting in November we will experiment with monthly
intergenerational services on the first Sunday of the
month. These services will be shorter and involve children
and youth in readings, offerings, and communion. Please
let me know if you have any questions.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Adam
adam@c-ucc.org

Joyce & Eldon Steiner & Janice Straub enjoying Pacific City at 1000 Trails and
picking huckleberries. Huckleberry pies at our 2020 Auction!

Member News

#OurKids - Women of #teamblu and the women of #teamcucc united to
show that we are a force to be reckoned with!

Suzanne Lacampagne and brother, Loren, taking a stroll on the recently
completed paved path along the Old Columbia Highway, at Wyeth. Beautiful!

N. Clackamas Art Show –
Fri./Sat, Oct. 4th & 5th

North Clackamas Arts Guild
October Juried Art Show. Over 80
works of art by professional and
emerging guild artists. King of Kings Lutheran Church, 5501
SE Thiessen Rd., Milwaukie, Fri., 10 - 4; Sat.,10 - 3.

Special Music Service – Sun. Oct. 6th

The CUCC Choir will hold today’s worship
service performing many songs composed by
CUCC member, Jeff Pratt. Communion will be
served; Pastor Adam is out of town. Please join
us for this service of beautiful music!

Climate Change Forum
Sat. Oct. 12th, 5 – 7 pm

Join us for an introduction to Drawdown, hosted by CUCC
and presented by Pachamama Alliance volunteers. Learn
more about existing solutions to addressing climate change
and meet others in the community who are actively working
toward making a difference. The 75-minute presentation will
be followed by dinner and discussion hosted by the
congregation's social justice team. Guests welcome.
RSVP: info@c-ucc.org. Learn about Project Drawdown:
https://www.drawdown.org. Join CUCC for this important
discussion on climate change and how you can help.

New Members Sunday – October 13th
Please join us as
Pastor Adam installs
our new members on
Sunday, October 13th!
Please help us welcome them into the CUCC community.

Book Club – Monday, Oct. 21st
Please join us – a good group of friendly
people who share a love of reading. Book
Club is from 10:15 - 11:45 followed by
lunch at GG's on McLoughlin. Contact
Peggy Soliday with questions psoliday@comcast.net, (503) 305-8824. The schedule until
the end of the year follows:
 October - Wings for My Flight - The Peregrine
Falcons of Chimney Rock by Marcy Houle
 November - Any book that has inspired you
 December - No meeting due to holiday

Young at Hearts Luncheon –
Wed. Oct. 23rd 12 noon
Gustav’s Restaurant, 12605 SE 97th Ave, Clackamas.
Young at Hearts gather for lunch throughout the year and
provide an opportunity for anyone who is aging (all of us
😊) to gather in fellowship over lunch at a variety of local
restaurants. No one is turned away because you are not
“old” enough! If you like to gather for good conversation
over a good meal come and join us.

Dia de los Muertos Fundraiser Luncheon
Sunday, October 27th
We will celebrate Dia de los Muertos
with a special altar in memory of our
loved ones on October 27th. Please
bring photos and items of your loved
ones. Mexican Luncheon hosted by
Suzanne Lacampagne. Donations
accepted.

Art & Spirit Circle – Mon. Oct. 28th, 7 pm
Zentangles and weather vanes! Join us
Monday, October 28th at 7 pm to make
weather vanes and Zentangling. What is
that? Come and find out.  It’s fun and
refreshments are provided.

Octoberfest Fundraiser Luncheon
Sunday, October 13th
Put your dirndl and lederhosen on and come out for our
annual Octoberfest Luncheon – great food, fun time!
Big thanks to Jazelle and Michael Savin for
volunteering to host this event. Prost!

Northwest Regional Women’s Retreat @ Oregon
Gardens, Silverton, OR - Fri. to Sun., Nov. 1-3rd
The Northwest Regional Women’s
Retreat XII is happening Nov. 1-3,
2019 at the Oregon Garden Resort
in Silverton, OR. For more information about registration
and workshops, please visit the website at www.nrwr.us,
or see the church bulletin board.

Quilt Raffle Tickets on Sale Now!

$3 each or 2 for $5
Don’t miss out on your chance to win this beautiful queensized quilt in red and black border and grey “Hardtack”
pattern backing.
Raffle drawing will
be held during our
Holiday Bazaar
Nov. 23rd. You
can’t win if you
don’t have a ticket;
need not be
present to win.
Purchase your tickets at church or online at our Giving
page: https://c-ucc.org/giving/.

SAVE THE DATE!

Sat. Nov. 23rd
CUCC Holiday
Bazaar & Luncheon

Just Peace Sunday at CUCC with Pastor Adam & Rev. Denise Andersen

Message about Per Capita Fee

The Central Pacific Conference of the
United Church of Christ assesses
each church in our conference $14 per
member each year to help cover the
costs of its operation. Some of the services they provide for
us include offering a yearly UCC conference, both local and
national, support from conference staff when churches are
looking for a new minister, yearly documents developed by
the Committee on Ministries to insure we are offering just
wages for our local pastor, and support in a variety of ways
for our pastor. This year we have 82 members; to date, 49
members have paid their 2019 dues. If you have not paid
your dues for 2019, have joined the church as a member, and
can afford the $14, we would appreciate receiving that
contribution. Thank you to all who have paid!
A Note from our Financial Secretary: Many of
you already include more than one designation
for the distribution of your check when you donate
money to our church. In our financial record sheets, we
follow the designation on the memo section of your check
when noting what funds your money goes to – these are
noted on the Quarterly Report Form that we distribute to
you. You do not need to write separate checks for different
designations, unless that is easier for your records. And,
thank you for your faithful support of our church!

Pledging your IRA Minimum
Distribution to CUCC!

Just Peace Sunday @ CUCC
On Sept 15th, CUCC celebrated Just Peace Sunday with
Pastor Adam and Rev. Denise Andersen. Rev. Denise gave
an update on the denomination activities of the Just Peace
Steering Committee. Did you know that there are 22
churches in our Conference listed as Just Peace? Learn
more at: https://www.ucc.org/justice_just-peace

By: Jeff Pratt, Financial Mgmt. Chairperson
As I approach my 70th birthday, one of
several annoying things I find is that, after
70 and ½, I will have to withdraw funds
annually from my IRA whether I want to or
not. Since those funds have grown over the years tax-free,
Uncle Sam wants to collect some revenue on my taxdeferred savings. The IRS publishes a table, based on your
age, which gives the minimum percentage of funds that
must be withdrawn before the end of each year.

If someone does not want to add to their taxable income,
two options exist. One is to invest this Required Minimum
Distribution in an after-tax investment account.
Another option is to make what is known as a qualified
charitable contribution from your retirement account directly
to a non-profit organization, such as Clackamas UCC! And
this is exactly what I will be looking at doing next year. It’s
very easy to set up. You will get pledge credit for the full
amount of your gift to the church and you may have the
satisfaction of making a larger gift than you thought
possible! If you want, you can even split your minimum
distribution between several organizations.
Since the distribution goes directly to the non-profit from the
firm that manages your IRA, it is not taxable. Even though
you don’t get a charitable deduction for this transfer of
funds, the benefit of not adding to your taxable income is
worth it for some households in light of the higher standard
deduction now in place.
And, even if your minimum distribution is not greater than
what you’re normally withdrawing, you can use this same
mechanism to make your church contribution with nontaxed dollars, which is still advantageous.
If you have such a qualified retirement account, I strongly
urge you to consult your tax accountant or financial advisor
to see if it makes sense for you. It sure makes sense for
me! We know it makes a lot of sense for CUCC or any nonprofit that will benefit from your generosity.
Jeff Pratt, Financial Management Committee
(Many thanks to Bill Cunitz, CPC-UCC Treasurer and
member of First Congregational Church in Portland, for
providing this information.)

Treasurer's Report
Total Income
Expenses
Net Income

Sept. 24, 2019
$10,437.69*
7,990.64
$ 2,447.05

Submitted by Peggy Soliday
August 2019
$8,695.92
8,421.03
$ 274.89

*Includes $1,417.49 from Greek Dinner ($530) & Rummage Sale ($887.49).
Thanks to all for your continued support of this church community.

Did You Know?
 Offerings can be made through Tithe.ly, our secure online giving
platform. Simply go to the Clackamas United Church of Christ
website and click on Giving. This is a great way to give your
offerings to the church and online giving ensures that your
offering will be received even when you are not able to attend the
service.
 If you give your offering by writing a check, you may designate on
one check where you want your money to go, i.e. General Fund,
Special Designation, and Fund-Raising. There is no need to write
multiple checks; our Finance Secretary will make sure your
specific designations will get to the right account. Please speak to
Patti Hanson or Peggy Soliday if you have questions.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study –
We continue to study the UCC
Curriculum on Genesis this fall. We have
reviewed familiar stories of Adam and
Eve, Abraham, Sodom and Gomorrah
and will be talking more about Issac and
Jacob. In January, we will begin studying the book, “The
History of God”, by Karen Armstrong, a well-known
contemporary theologian. Class is from 9:20 am to 10:10 am
in the Fellowship Hall. Please feel free to join us!
Pastor Adam's Tuesday Bible Study Schedule:
 Oct. 6: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Luke 17:5-10
 Oct. 13: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Luke 17:11-19

 Oct. 20: Genesis 32:22-31; Luke 18:1-8
 Oct. 27: Joel 2:23-32; Luke 18:9-14

New Opportunities to Help CUCC
You can now help CUCC financially (at no or little cost to
you) by selecting Clackamas United Church of Christ as
your non-profit of choice through the following businesses:
Oregon Bottle Drop – designate your bottle return funds to
benefit CUCC, or transfer a portion of your bottle return
balance directly to CUCC. Simply search for Clackamas
United Church of Christ under the nonprofit list and select us
as your nonprofit of choice. Click here for more info.
AmazonSmile – when you use this unique link to register
CUCC as your charity of choice, AmazonSmile will donate
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products directly to
CUCC! https://smile.amazon.com/ch/93-0760271
Fred Meyer Community Rewards – link your Fred Meyer
rewards card to CUCC by using our non-profit number
WB059. Many of you are already doing this and we thank
you! Click here for more info.

October 2019
Fri./Sat, October 4th & 5th – Annual Art Show of the
North Clackamas Arts Guild, King of Kings Lutheran
Church, 5501 SE Thiessen Rd., Milwaukie
Sunday, October 6th – Communion; Choir will
perform songs composed by Jeff Pratt; Pastor
Adam is off.
Saturday, October 12th – 5-7 pm, Climate Change
Forum at Clackamas UCC.
Sunday, October 13th – New member Sunday,
Octoberfest Luncheon
Monday, October 21st – 10:15 - 11:45, Book Club,
followed by lunch at GG’s, 15775 SE McLoughlin.

October Calendar
Sundays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: Adult Bible study, 9:20 – 10:10 am.
Continue studying the Book of Genesis.
Worship: 10:30 am followed by Coffee Hour.
During Worship: Youth are dismissed for Sunday
school during worship.
Pastor Adam’s Appointment Hours:
Pastor Adam generally has open office hours on
Tuesdays from 10-12. He may have meetings in town
during this time, so it's always best to make an
appointment. To do so, please contact Adam at
adam@c-ucc.org, or call (503) 654-0741.

Wednesday, October 23rd – 12 noon, Young at
Heart’s Luncheon, Gustav’s Restaurant, Clackamas.
Thursday, October 24th – newsletter deadline
Sunday, October 27th – Dia de los Muertos
Fundraiser Luncheon
Monday, October 28th – 7 pm, Art & Spirit Circle

November 2019
Fri/Sat/Sun, Nov. 1-3rd – Northwest Region
Women’s Retreat @ Oregon Gardens, Silverton
Sunday, November 3rd – Intergenerational Service;
Communion; Daylight Savings 2 am Fall Back

Pastor Adam's Tuesday Bible Study Schedule:
 Oct. 6: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Luke 17:5-10
 Oct. 13: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Luke 17:11-19
 Oct. 20: Genesis 32:22-31; Luke 18:1-8
 Oct. 27: Joel 2:23-32; Luke 18:9-14

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Trustees Meet: 1st & 3rd Wed. of each month, 9 am
(as needed).
Women’s Circle: Meets from 10 to 1 pm (bring a
sack lunch).
Choir Practice: Choir meets from 6:50 to 8 pm on
Wednesday evenings in the sanctuary. Adults and high
school age who can carry a tune are welcome to come and
join us. Just show up to visit and see what we do!

Saturday, November 23rd – Holiday Bazaar &
Luncheon

Sunday, November 24th – newsletter deadline
Thursday, November 28th – Thanksgiving

