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The Story of the Magi is Politically Subversive and Ani War 
 
Preachers have been taught since around the 1950s that they should have three points to a sermon. 

Today, I only have one point. So you will be glad to know that this sermon will be much shorter than usual. 

The point I want to make is about the gifts that the Magi gave to the young Jesus. 

You know that the Magi gave gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

These were wonderful gifts and Christian tradition tells us that they were perfect for a king. 

But did you notice what the Magi did not give to the newborn king? 

They did not give him gifts of war. They did not give him weapons.  

No swords. 

No horses and chariots. 

No tanks. 

No missiles. 

No aircraft carriers. 

No drones. 

That’s because somehow the Magi knew that Jesus, the true king, would teach some 30 years later that 

those who use the weapons of war and violence will die by the weapons of war and violence. 

For me, the saddest thing so far about the year 2020 is that there have been a few of us Christians who just 

celebrated the birth of the Prince of Peace, and then a week later the same Christians celebrated acts of 

war. 

Now, I want you to notice just how politically and spiritually relevant the story of the Magi is for us today. 

The Magi encountered a man named Herod, the king of Israel as they followed the star to Bethlehem. 

The Magi asked the people of Jerusalem, “Where is the boy who is born king of the Jews?” 

Herod responded with fear. Fear of this boy because of what the boy might do to him in the future. Herod 

didn’t know what the future held, by he thought it would be best to kill the child and other innocent people 

just to make sure that he held onto his political power. Make no mistake. That kind of political action is evil. 

This boy caused him no threat, but Herod made him out to be a great threat. In fact, as the story continued, 

Herod couldn’t contain his fear, he couldn’t contain his violence, and so he killed all the innocent children in 

Bethlehem under two years old. 

Herod manufactured an enemy, made this enemy out to be far more of a threat than he actually was, and 

claimed he had to be killed because Herod lived in fear of losing his power. 
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Does this sound like any politician that you know? 

Now Herod told the Magi that when they found the boy to return to him and tell him where the boy was 

staying so that he could pay the boy homage, too.  

But God came to the Magi in a dream. God told them not to return to Herod because Herod had plans to 

kill the baby. 

The Magi are heroes of our faith because they refused to follow the corrupt political orders of the ruler of 

their day. 

And do you know what we call that? Nonviolent Civil Disobedience. 

Yes, we are all concerned about a potential war with Iran. One of my children asked me yesterday if World 

War III had started because it was trending on Twitter.  

Welcome to the year 2020. 

But this is the Good News. The star is shining in the darkness. And just like the Magi, the star does not lead 

us to fearful politicians who use weapons of war to defeat their enemies. Rather, it leads us to the one who 

seeks to radically transform the way we live away from the ways of violence and towards the ways of 

nonviolent love. 

Because the cycles of violence will only lead to destruction. Preemptive war will only lead to escalation and 

retaliation. Killing someone for what they might do in the future and threatening to bomb cultural sites that 

would kill innocent civilians is not Christ-like. It is Herod-like. 

But Jesus and the Magi provide us with an alternative. Instead of acts of preemptive war, Jesus calls us to 

acts of preemptive love. Not a wishy-washy, happy feeling kind of love. IT’s a love that calls us to let the 

star of Bethlehem, the very light of God, shine through us.  

Sometimes that means nonviolent civil disobedience.  

Sometimes that means caring for the houseless. 

Sometimes it means making sure that everyone has healthcare without financial burden. 

And sometimes it means saying no to war so that we can say yes to peace. 

Why? Because we follow the Prince of Peace. We follow the one who fed the poor. Healed the sick for free. 

And at every point refused to wield the weapons of violence. 

And so when the darkness of violence and war and greed seem all encompassing, my friends, it is merely an 

opportunity for the light of God to shine through us even more. 

The star led the Magi to Jesus. And like the Magi’s gifts to Jesus, God’s gifts to us are not the weapons of 

war and violence, but the weapons of nonviolent love. 

And that same star today leads us to Jesus, who made this point: the world is not made better through 

more violence; the world is made better through more love.  

May we participate in that love now and forevermore. Amen. 


