for all people. Unlike Rome, they did not believe that
the world is made better through acts of violence to
defeat their enemies. Rather, they believed that the
world is made better through nonviolent love.

A Just Peace Congregation

February 2020 Newsletter

When the Christians who wrote the Gospels used the
term evangelion, they subverted the Roman political
machine. In essence they said, “Yeah, you’ve heard the
evangelion according to Rome. But if you want to know
the real Good News, come follow Jesus.”
And they took it a step further. They refused to call
Caesar their Lord. Instead, they openly proclaimed Jesus
as their Lord. In coopting the term evangelical and in
refusing to call Caesar the Lord, the early Christians were
frequently accused of sedition to the state.
For the first Christians, the term evangelical was charged
with political subversion.

The Good News
Coopting the Good News
I’d like to tell you about something I’m struggling with.
There are some Christian terms that are rooted in
history that I love. And yet, those terms have been coopted and I wonder if we should abandon them.
I’ve been struggling with one word in particular for
many years. In the original Greek of the New
Testament, the word is evangelion. In English, it
translates as evangelical.
The term means “Good News.” The Roman Empire
used the term as political propaganda while conquering
new lands. The Roman Emperor sent a document to
those conquered lands and had a general of the
Roman military read the evangelion, or good news,
from Rome. The Good News was basically this –
“Congratulations! You’ve been conquered by the
Roman Empire and you are now part of Rome. We will
tax you and conscript your men into our army. We will
increase our military and build roads in your town for
our army with your taxes, but you can travel on those
roads. As long as you behave and acknowledge
Caesar as Lord, you will survive.”

Unfortunately, the term evangelical has been coopted
once again, this time by Christians who look a lot more
like ancient Rome than they do ancient Christians.
Sadly, the term “evangelical” today is associated with
supporting war, not resisting it. With economic policies
that benefit the rich, not the poor. With building walls, not
bridges. With fear, not love.
I went to graduate school at Garrett Evangelical
Theological Seminary. The name of the school is on my
Facebook page. I had a great time at Garrett and learned
many wonderful things, but when people see that I went
to an “evangelical” seminary, they have questions.
Someone recently asked me over Facebook in regards to
Garrett, “How did you go from being evangelical to
progressive?”
I didn’t. I’ve evolved, hopefully for the better, but I’ve
never identified with the current political movement
known as “evangelical.” Garrett wasn’t “evangelical” in
that sense when I was there. There was a debate about
whether the school should keep the word or drop it.
Those who wanted to keep it thought that maybe we
could redeem it.
I’m not so sure anymore. I love the history of the word
evangelion. It is rooted in nonviolence and political
resistance. Today it is associated with violence and
political power.

The word “evangelical” was deeply political in first
century Rome. It indicated Roman domination. The
Good News of Rome was bad news for anyone in its
violent quest for supremacy.

Is it too late to reclaim this word? All labels fall short, of
course. Maybe we shouldn’t use labels. But then, what
grounds us? Love? Compassion? Justice?

And then came along the early Christians. They also
wrote documents with the title evangelion. But instead
of associating the Good News with violent domination,
the early Christians wrote the Good News of God’s love

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Adam

I’d be interested to know what you think!
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Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!

Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Cancer/Parkinson’s
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for a
kidney transplant
Brenda Eichelberger, Bernie Nolan’s daughter – In
hospital for recurrent cancer
Faith, Bernie Nolan’s great-granddaughter – Recovering
from open-heart surgery
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer
Marsha, Virgil & Dancer Miller – Preparing for a move to Bend
this month (we will miss them so much)
Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues
Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues
Steven Schroedl – Recovering from auto immune disease
Eldon Steiner – Severe back/leg pain issues
Terri Sutton & Family – Upon the death of Terri’s father
Linda Raby – Recovering from dislocated shoulders after fall
Brian Wilcox – In treatment for metastatic melanoma;
recovering from recent surgery
If you would like to be included in our weekly prayer chain,
please email Pastor Adam at adam@c-ucc.org.

Special Thank You…
Peg Soliday, Jeff Pratt and the Financial Management
Committee for their many hours of hard work preparing
the 2020 Budget for the Congregational Meeting. And
the Budget passed unanimously!
Jim Paulson for hosting last month’s White Elephant Gift
Exchange and Potluck at his lovely Oregon City home.
To all who supported a successful wreath sale fundraiser
for Edson Jimenez-Sutton. The $380 raised will help
Edson reduce travel costs to college showcase soccer
tournaments and ID camps in preparation for playing
college soccer. Thank you from Terri & Edson Sutton
“Also, I sincerely appreciate your thoughts, prayers, kind
words, and presence over the past month in response to
the passing of my father. I truly find comfort from being a
part of a church community that cares. Blessings and
peace – Terri Sutton”

Coffee Hour Refreshments Sign Up
Have you ever noticed how much of Jesus’ ministry on
earth was centered around meals? Among others, there
was the wedding at Cana, a dinner with the reviled
Zaccheus, and the beautiful symbolism of
the Last Supper. The sharing of food and
fellowship is a beautiful thing.
If you can help bring light refreshments
and/or help clean-up on any given Sunday, please sign up
on the church bulletin board or at this link. Also consider
teaming up with another person or family.

Sunday’s Readings Sign Up
If you would like to sign up for any of the
Sunday scripture or other readings, click
here or see Pastor Adam. You can also sign
up to help with Communion at the same link.

Palestinian Olive Oils for Sale

Hiring: Part-Time Sunday
School Teacher
CUCC is actively seeking to hire a part-time Sunday
School teacher for our elementary school-aged children
(roughly grades 1 to 6). Our focus is to promote the spiritual
growth of CUCC youth in line with our progressive Christian
values. If you, or someone you know, is interested in this
paid position, please contact Pastor Adam at adam@cucc.org, or (503) 654-0741 for more details or to apply.

Member News

There’s still time to Support Palestinian
farmers by purchasing Canaan Organic
Olive Oils, while supplies last. Basil, Lemon,
Garlic or Thyme, $15 per 8.4 oz. bottle. A
majority of the oil sales directly benefits the
farmers, and a small percentage benefits CUCC; you will
take home delicious olive oil and feel good about your
purchase. Buy your oil at church this Sunday!

Do you have your 2020 Calendar Yet?
We have a limited supply
of 2020 calendars left so
purchase yours before
they’re gone! $15 each, or
$20 to mail – buy yours
Sunday at church, or at the
following link: https://c-ucc.org/purchase-your-2020clackamas-ucc-calenda…/

Bill Magorian & Jim Paulson at White Elephant Gift Exchange

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study –
Class is from 9:20 am to 10:10 am in the
Fellowship Hall. For February, we continue
our study of Exodus. Please join us!

Justice & Witness Meeting – Feb. 9th
Come to learn about what CUCC is doing in our community
and world. Grab coffee/snack and join us following worship.
Everyone is welcome to come and see what’s happening!

Enjoying Potluck at the White Elephant Gift Exchange

Mardi Gras Luncheon

Sunday, Feb. 23rd
Come Celebrate Mardi Gras!
Celebrate the carnival season
at our Mardi Gras Luncheon
Fundraiser on Sunday, Feb.
23rd after worship!

Hello! From the Young at Hearts Luncheon Group

Book Club – Monday, Feb. 17th
The Book Club will meet Monday,
February 17th from 10:15 to 11:45 for
general discussion, followed by lunch at
GG’s Deli. Contact Peggy Soliday with
questions - psoliday@comcast.net

Congregational Meeting Summary
Last month’s Annual
Congregational Meeting was
well attended – thank you to all
who participated.
Charlie Hinkle moderated the
meeting while Peg Soliday reviewed the 2020 proposed
budget along with recapping our 2019 financial activities.
Good news! The proposed 2020 budget passed
unanimously! The financial report presented at the
meeting will be available at church or at this link.

THE LIVING ROOM YOUTH
February 20th, 2020
6 pm to 7:30 pm
To learn more on how you can help
LGBTQ+ youth in CLACKAMAS
County, please join us at our next
volunteer training.
TLR is a safe haven for LGBTQ+ youth.
What keeps us going are amazing folks
like you who volunteer their time as little
as 2 hours a month!
For location please email
elichia@thelivingroomyouth.org

We're looking for a few more
friends to help put together the
this luncheon – if you can help,
contact Jeff Pratt at jcpratt@yahoo.com.
So far we've lined up dirty rice, red beans and rice, chicken
gumbo, and cornbread ... we could use a few other things,
especially desserts. But mostly we need folks to be there!

Come, put on some strings of beads,
and grit down!

Outside Our Church Walls
As we know, many in our congregation volunteer
countless hours of their time to CUCC, but have
you ever wondered how and where people
volunteer outside of our CUCC walls?
We’d like to know how YOU volunteer your time, outside of
CUCC, to other non-profit organizations or groups.


How do you try to make our world a better and
kinder place?



What are you passionate about and how do
you work towards that?

Don’t be shy – please send your information to Lori
Prouty at web@c-ucc.org or (503) 654-0741. Check back
here every month - it will be fun to see and learn more
about how people are making life better for many! And
thank you Abby Kempf for this idea!

Art & Spirit Circle –
Mon. Feb. 24, 7 pm

Join us Monday, February 24th at 7 pm
as we make beautiful spring wreaths, hosted by Judy
Boncaro. Basic wreath forms, ribbons, flowers, and
embellishments will be provided.
You’re welcome to bring a snack to share, hot glue gun and
wire cutters (if you have them). $6 suggested donation to cover
supplies. Bring your imagination and creative spirit!

New Members Class – Sunday, March 1

Are you new to CUCC and would like
to become a member? Have you
been attending CUCC for a while
and would like to officially join?
Come to the New Members Class
after worship on Sunday, March 1st to learn more about our
church and the United Church of Christ from Pastor Adam!

“This is not your parents’ documentary,” said CUFI coexecutive director Shari Dollinger. “It meets the audience
where they are, engaging them in a modern and cutting-edge
manner. If we’re not to see history repeat itself, we must
ensure the next generation learns the lessons of the past.”
Click here to watch the movie trailer.

Social Justice

8-million-strong Christians United for Israel produce
cutting-edge documentary — ‘Never Again?’

NEVER AGAIN? premieres in 800 theaters nationwide for
two nights only Oct. 13 and 14 at 7 p.m., local time. The
documentary is distributed through Fathom Events.

Feature-length film exposes current global rise of antiSemitism; in theaters nationwide for two nights only
Oct. 13 & 14
The nation’s largest pro-Israel organization – Christians
United for Israel – is fighting back and has produced NEVER
AGAIN?, a cutting-edge, feature-length documentary to
expose and combat increasing violence and bigotry.
“Violent anti-Semitism is rising across the country, and people
of conscience cannot sit idly by,” said CUFI founder and
Chairman Pastor John Hagee. “Anti-Semites have used the
fertile ground of ignorance to grow their malicious ideology. If
we are to stem the tide, we must inoculate the next
generation against the world’s oldest hatred by empowering
them with knowledge and reaching them with a message of
unity. If we are to fulfill the promise of Never Again, we cannot
allow the memory of the Holocaust to fade.”
The film from the 8-million member CUFI could not be more
timely. Just this month, 200 survivors of the infamous
Auschwitz Nazi extermination camp gathered for Holocaust
Remembrance Day. At almost the same time, Pew
Research showed 45 percent of Americans did not know 6
million Jews died in the Holocaust.
“Viewers of the film will be guided by a Holocaust Survivor
and a former radical Islamist,” said Producer Rick Eldridge,
CEO of ReelWorks Studios. “They will learn about the
history of anti-Semitism and come to understand why all of
us, regardless of faith or political persuasion, have a
responsibility to keep the promise of Never Again.”
NEVER AGAIN? will engage contemporary audiences
with the horrific events of 75 years ago and demonstrate
why they must be understood and remembered by the
coming generation.

Giving Victims of Religious Trauma a Voice
By: Chrissy Stroop

January 20, 2020

(RNS) — On Jan. 8, Cindy Wang Brandt, a podcaster and
author of "Parenting Forward: How to Raise Children with
Justice, Mercy, and Kindness,"tweeted: “Do not evangelize a
child. Do not colonize a child's spirituality. Do not threaten a
child with religious control. Your religion does not have a right to
stake claim to a child's allegiance.”
Predictably, her tweet sparked outrage from (mostly right-wing
and mostly white) Christians, while many people who, like me,
grew up in what scholars call “high-demand” or “high-control”
forms of Christianity, cheered Brandt for courageously
defending moral autonomy.
Along the way they told their own stories of the cost of
being evangelized as kids. Twitter user @Nick0j0m replied
to Brandt, “Yeah my fear of hell and the devil directly
influenced a lot of the mental health problems I battle today.

It might not be the same for everyone, but I truly would
have rather grown up in an atheist family.”
Another user, @JennHolton, replied, “As a kid, Church
wanted me to evangelize and did that whole ‘if you don’t do
it, they’re going to Hell’ thing. It was worse with my social
anxiety — I felt like every time that I didn’t witness, it was
directly my fault that they would go to Hell. So there was
extra anxiety.”
@SweetGeekling observed simply, “Child abuse wrapped in
Jesus is still child abuse."

Nevertheless, peer-reviewed research that shows that among
those who consider leaving their religion, “leavers” have
better mental health outcomes than “stayers.”
Failing to inform the discussion with expert commentary on
religious trauma and survivors’ voices is a form of erasure that
does further harm to those who have lived and left abusive
forms of Christianity.
Chrissy Stroop is the co-editor, with Lauren O'Neal, of "Empty
the Pews: Stories of Leaving the Church."

Many of these supportive responses to Brandt’s tweet came
from "exvangelical" Twitter, an online community in which
survivors of Christian fundamentalism have been working to
get their voices heard for years, using hashtags like
#EmptyThePews, #ExposeChristianSchools, #ChurchToo,
#ChristianAltFacts and #RaptureAnxiety.
The urgency of this outpouring is a testament to how little
we hear in our national conversation from those who have
experienced religious trauma. Even though 1 in 4
Americans is religiously unaffiliated — a group referred to
as "nones" — our voices are rarely heard. Many of us grew
up in religious homes and believe that the religion we
experienced was harmful.
These are people who know what it’s like growing up
subjected to (sometimes extreme) corporal punishment,
fear-mongering with invocations of hellfire, and
indoctrination in fundamentalist ideology through home
schooling and Christian schools, all in order to keep us in
the fold by any means necessary.
Parents need to know there is another way. As Laura
Anderson, a family therapist who co-founded the Religious
Trauma Institute with licensed clinical social worker Brian
Peck, said about the Twitter thread, “Brandt’s original tweet
is not suggesting parents cannot share their preferences and
beliefs with their children, (but) rather that parents need to
be intentional in helping their child develop autonomy.”
"What I care most about" Brandt told me in an interview
about her tweet, "is that people who are children right now
do not suffer what I had to suffer. I want them to have the
autonomy to make their own choices of faith and values,
with input from their families, sure, but also the freedom to
explore beyond their immediate families."
The psychological effects of religious trauma, however,
can last well into adulthood. “For adults leaving this type
of religious upbringing, it is often more difficult than
deciding to believe something different," Anderson said.
"An individual who has been taught specific actions were
sinful and would lead to grave consequences may experience
a variety of negative or debilitating psychological and
physiological responses for going against a childhood teaching.”

Good Meetings
By: Donna Schaper

January 30, 2020

Consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more
as you see the Day approaching. - Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)
It’s said that the church can be judged by the quality of its
encounters. Isn’t that a fancy way of saying a meeting? What
might make us not give up meeting together?
1. Show up at the meeting with high hopes and be the most
positive person present. You’ve heard people say that
you should seize the interview? That’s how you get the
job. That’s also how you come to enjoy meetings.
2. When negative people show up at the meeting, with the
full intention of making everybody else feel as rotten as
they do, call them out. I mean call them in. How else can
we spur each other on?
3. Give every group three chances and then quit. But when
you quit, realize that meetings are inevitable in the forprofit and not-for-profit worlds.
If you don’t learn how to self-govern yourself in self-governing
meetings, what will happen to self-governance and democracy?
The stakes are high, not low.
Prayer: Let me go into my meetings with a wiggle in my walk
and a giggle in my talk. On the way out, let people compliment
each other on how much poetry and possibility we all have.
Spur me on to that great Day which is approaching. Amen.
About the Author: Donna Schaper is Senior
Minister at Judson Memorial Church in New York
City. Her most recent book is I Heart Francis:
Letters to the Pope from an Unlikely Admirer.

February 2020
Sunday, February 2nd – Communion
Saturday, February 8th – 10 am to noon, Heart 2 Soul
Spirituality Project in the Fellowship Hall
Sunday, February 9th – Justice & Witness Meeting
after church
Guest

Sunday, February 16th – Rev. Charlie Hinkle leads
worship, Pastor Adam is off
Monday, February 17th – 10:15 to 11:45 am, Book
Club, followed by lunch at GG’s Deli
Thursday, February 20th – 6 to 7:30 pm, The Living
Room volunteer training. For location email
elichia@thelivingroomyouth.org

February Calendar
Sundays at Clackamas UCC

Sunday, February 23rd – Mardi Gras Luncheon
Fundraiser hosted by Jeff & Lita Pratt & Friends

Bible Study: 10:30 am, we continue our study of
Exodus. Please join us!

Monday, February 24th – 7pm, Art & Spirit Circle

Worship: 10:30 am followed by Coffee Hour. The first
Sunday of each month is the Intergenerational Service
where children stay in the sanctuary throughout the
service and help with various aspects of the service.
Childcare is available for ages 1 to 4 in the nursery.
During Worship: Youth are dismissed for Sunday
school during worship except on Intergenerational
Sundays (first Sunday of each month) when kids stay
throughout the service. Nursery is available.

Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC
Pastor Adam’s Appointment Hours:
Pastor Adam generally has open office hours on
Tuesdays from 10-12. He may have meetings in town
during this time, so it's always best to make an
appointment. To do so, please contact Adam at
adam@c-ucc.org, or call (503) 654-0741.

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Trustees Meet: 1st & 3rd Wed. of each month, 9 am
(as needed).
Women’s Circle: Meets from 10 to 1 pm (bring a
sack lunch).
Choir Practice: Choir meets from 6:50 to 8 pm on
Wednesdays in the sanctuary. Adults and high school age
who can carry a tune are welcome to come and join us.
Just show up to visit and see what we do!

March 2020
Sunday, March 1st – New Members Class after
worship; Intergenerational Sunday; Communion
Sunday, March 8th – Council meeting (tentative)
Guest

Sunday, March 22nd – Rev. Ann Duffy leads worship,
Pastor Adam is off

