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The Good News
Dear Friends,
Happy 2020! Personally, I think 2019 was an amazing year
for us. The Gospel calls us beyond ourselves into a mission
that includes working with God to make the world a more just
and loving place.
And we lived that mission during 2019 in powerful ways.
Early in the year, CUCC voted to officially sign two
resolutions. The first was a resolution to affirm our desire
to work for universal healthcare. This desire is rooted in
our faith. Jesus healed the sick for free, but I know from
experience with family and friends that the cost of healthcare
is financially destructive to many people in our nation.
Our second resolution this last year was in favor of a
larger United Church of Christ declaration to end the
proliferation of nuclear weapons. Obviously, nuclear
weapons threaten the existence of our planet. There are
estimates that detonating around 100 nuclear bombs would
cloud the planet and destroy life on God’s good earth. Nine
countries have nuclear bombs, for a total of close to 16,000
nuclear bombs. The United States alone has just over 7,000
nuclear bombs. You might be asking right now, “Why do we
have so many nuclear bombs?” Good question. I think it
reflects a national faith that violence and intimidation make
the world a better place. After all, the United States is the
only country that has ever dropped nuclear bombs, and we
dropped two of them. But Christian faith leads us in a
different direction. The world isn’t made better through
threats of violence and intimidation. That leads to destruction.
As Jesus reveals, the world is made better through
nonviolent acts of justice guided by love. And to paraphrase
the great prophet Isaiah, “They shall beat their swords into
ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks and they
shall learn war no more.” Our signing onto this resolution was
a witness based on living out our Christian faith that the world
is made better through nonviolent love.

I am proud to be at a church that makes those kinds of
declarations. And I’m proud to be at a church that puts the
spirit of those declarations into action. Two examples come
to my mind. First, during the middle of the year, we
developed an unlikely friendship. Blu, a local area stripper,
messaged our church’s Facebook page that she was
distraught over the families that were torn apart by ICE
raids in Mississippi. She wanted to start a fundraiser to
help those families. I thought that was a great idea and
wondered if it would be possible for us to join her
fundraiser. I contacted members of the Council to ask for
opinions and the unanimous answer was, “Yes.” So we
partnered with a stripper and an artist to sell t-shirts and
postcards. People from all around the country were
inspired to help those families in part because of our
unlikely friendship. Together we raised $6,000 to help
Mississippi Immigrants Rights Alliance.
Second, this last month Clackamas County asked local
area churches if they would be willing to become an
Emergency Warming Shelter for the houseless when the
temperature falls below 33 degrees. The county promised
to pay for a staffing agency to staff the warming center, to
pay for clean up, for any damages that might occur, and for
the cost of heating the areas that they would use. There
are risks to this decision. We have a twofold mission with
our building. It needs to be a safe sanctuary to members
and visitors of our church. But we are also called to share
our resources to help those outside of our community so
that all people will one day dwell in God’s desire for all
people to live in a safe and prosperous manner. So,
heading into 2020, the Justice and Witness Committee
proposed to our Council that we become an
Emergency Warming Center on an experimental basis.
The Council unanimously agreed to this experimental
status, which means that if we experience undue hardships
that we can end the experiment. The County knows this
stipulation and has agreed to it. We thank you for your
support in this experiment and encourage you to provide
any feedback you may have.
We have a lot of momentum as we enter the year 2020! I
am looking forward to what we might do next! But most
importantly, I’m so grateful to be your pastor. You inspire
me in so many ways - your constant dedication to local
area food pantries, your support of King of King’s mission
to the houseless, the way you offer your time, talent, and
treasure to support not just our missions, but the missions
of other organizations making the world a better place - it
all makes me so proud to be part of this community. Thank
you for being on this journey together. I can’t wait to see
what’s in store for us in 2020!
As always, feel free to contact me with any ideas, questions,
or concerns at adam@c-ucc.org.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Adam
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Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!

Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Cancer/Parkinson’s
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for a
kidney transplant
Brenda Eichelberger, Bernie Nolan’s daughter – In
treatment for recurrent cancer
Faith, Bernie Nolan’s great-granddaughter – As she
prepares for open heart surgery
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer
Kate Nelson – For recent health issues
Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues
Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues
Linsey Scott, Jeff & Lita Pratt’s 25-year-old niece who is
homeless in the Bay area living in a car
Amira Stanley – Preparing for 2nd hip surgery
Eldon Steiner – Severe back/leg pain issues
Terri Sutton & family – Upon the death of Terri’s father
Brian Wilcox – In treatment for metastatic melanoma;
recovering from recent surgery

Special Thank You…
Stuart Wolfram for channeling the best Santa ever!
You wore the red suit perfectly!
Jim Paulson for providing the Narthex Christmas tree! It
was beautiful. And thanks to everyone who decorated it.
Steven Schroedl for donating two wireless, hand-held
microphones and four wireless headset microphones to
CUCC. They were much needed – thank you!!
CUCC congregation for your generous end-of-year gifts
to our staff. They extend grateful hearts and thank you from Jean, Lori, Cody, Pastor Adam, and Annalise.
Kudos to the Choir for their wonderful performance on
Christmas Eve and Holiday Music Service on Dec. 29th!
To everyone who participated in the No-Rehearsal
Christmas Pageant, especially our little baby Jesus.
Patti Hanson for hosting the Christmas Eve Cookie
Reception – and for baking so many cookies!
David and Ellery Palanuk for teaching Sunday school
Dec. 22nd! Like many, they understand the importance of
building a good foundation in our youth. They enjoyed it
and hope to do it again soon!
** Do you have a special love for kids? Please volunteer to help build
that loving foundation in our Sunday school program and nursery!
Questions? Please talk to Lori Prouty or Pastor Adam. 

Giving Tree 2019
We are still collecting items for the Giving Tree
through January 6th to benefit the Clackamas Service
Center. Please donate items, such as:
Travel size shampoo/conditioner
Travel size toothpaste/toothbrushes
Hand/body soap (bar or liquid)
Deodorant, razors & shaving cream
Reusable shopping bags
If you would like to become involved in the CUCC
Justice & Witness Committee, please contact Pastor
Adam or Abby Kempf.

come back to their village, Hamza is determined to further
his education to better the lives of his farming community.
The son of a tenacious woman, Hamza is very proud of his
mother whom he says, “works harder than any man I know.”
You can help support these farmers by
purchasing Canaan Organic Olive Oils right at
church! Basil, Lemon, Garlic or Thyme, $15 per
8.4 oz. bottle. Contact Lori Prouty at web@cucc.org or buy at church on any Sunday, while
supplies last.

CUCC 2020 Calendars

Purchasing Olive Oil from Palestine Helps
Women Farmers & Families Directly

Your purchase of olive oil from Palestine directly helps farmers like
Rwada Kader – please read about Rwada and her son below. Their
olive oil is sold at church for $15 a bottle.

This is Rwada Kader, an olive oil farmer from the village
of Nos Ijbeel in Palestine. Her house is surrounded by
ancient terraces of olive trees, almonds, and tumrac bushes
– it is a fully sustainable farm. Rwada is the only woman
farmer in her coop, she leads the other farmers in her
village with vision and commitment to organic agriculture.
When she thinks of people using pesticides or herbicide she
feels outrage because she says “We endure such
occupation and political hardship, the only friend to us
is the land so how can we poison it with chemicals?”
Rwada lives alone with her 13-year-old son Hamza. “I am
a survivor and I will do what it takes to make ends meet but
with the situation being so hard I almost lost hope in ever
being able to market my olive oil. When Canaan Fair Trade
approached me, I asked my brother to help me buy more
land and I planted 2 acres of olive trees. Now I feel more at
ease, I pray that every year someone will buy my crops and
that gives me so much emotional and economical stability.”
Her son Hamza who loves drawing and architectural
engineering is very excited because he knows that doing
well in school could qualify him for a scholarship from
Canaan that would pay for his engineering career. Unlike
most young boys who aspire to move to the city and never

2020 calendars have been flying out the door – we’ve run out
of stock twice and currently on our third reorder. Thank you
everyone! You can still purchase your calendar - they make
great conversation starters! $15 each, or $20 to have them
mailed. Purchase your calendars either at church or at this
link - https://c-ucc.org/purchase-your-2020-clackamas-ucccalenda…/

Donations for 2019!

Patti Hanson reports that in 2019, CUCC
donated a total of 417.5 pounds of various
items to Clackamas Service Center and
1,669 pounds of food to King of Kings!
Thank you for continuing your donations throughout the year!
A special thank you to Patti Hanson for picking up and
delivering these items weekly/bi-weekly to these worthy
agencies that need our help to clothe and feed our
disadvantaged neighbors.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study – Class is
from 9:20 am to 10:10 am in the Fellowship
Hall. For January, we continue our study of
Exodus. Please join us!

Treasurer's Report

Submitted by Peggy Soliday

We will review the 2019 financials and approve the 2020
budget at the Congregational Meeting on January 19th.
Please mark your calendars to attend.

Member News

LEWISVILLE, Texas – Adin Williams went out with a splash, setting
another American record on the final day of his impressive journey at the
2019 U.S Para Swimming Championships. The freshman claimed gold in
the S6 100-meter freestyle before finishing second in the 200-meter IM.
NAMPA, Idaho – Catylynn Duff shatters record, hits
NAIA mark in season debut.

Giant Congratulations to Catylynn Duff,

Jean Hererra’s granddaughter! Catylynn’s recordsetting feat in the 20-pound weight throw at Idaho’s
Jackson Invitational gained her an NAIA automatic
qualifying mark! She broke the weight throw record by
over two feet, unleashing a mark of 53 feet, 5.75 inches placing third overall and easily meeting the national
standard. Catylynn also added an indoor personal best
mark of 39 feet, 2.5 inches in the shot put. Read more
about it here. Catylynn currently attends the College of
Idaho and plans to enter a nursing program upon
completing her Bachelor’s Degree. Way to go Catylynn!!

Huge Congratulations to Adin Williams, who
not only won five gold medals and two American records
at the 2019 US Para Swimming Championships in
December, he was also officially named to the US
Paralympics Swimming National Team! Adin, son of
Shonna and Steven Schroedl, will be attending a weeklong team training camp at the Olympic Training Center in
Colorado Springs this month. CUCC is proud of you, Adin!!
Adin, who graduated from Gladstone High School, is
currently a freshman at George Fox University. Read more
details about Adin and follow the George Fox Swim Team
at this link or follow their Facebook page.

Welcome
Baby Izzy!

Welcome Baby Leora Isabelle

Rev. Denise
Andersen’s great niece,
Leora Isabelle, was born
on December 13th (the
Christmas babe arrived
early). Mother, Trevania,
and baby Izzy are doing
great. Thanks to
everyone for your
prayers and well wishes.

Ryan Andersen & Ellie Gagnon Engaged!

Engaged!

Congratulations to Ryan Andersen and Ellie Gagnon on
their engagement! The couple, who met on Okay Cupid, have
been together since their first date six years ago and were
engaged on Ellwood Butterfly Beach in Goleta, California.
Ryan, son of Rev. Denise and Steve Andersen, grew up at
CUCC and will graduate in May with a Master’s in Interactive
Media from Univ. of Southern CA. Ellie has a Master’s in
Library Science and Technology and works at U.C. Santa
Barbara’s Library. Wedding date to be determined.

Beautiful Non-White Depictions of the
Blessed Virgin Mary – find more here.

Christmas Joys
Between our Tree Trimming, No-Rehearsal Christmas Pageant, Santa’s visit, the Renegade Gospel Choir Concert and our
Christmas Eve Service, it’s been a special month at CUCC. We hope you were able to join us! If you missed the Pageant, you
can watch it on our website at the following link.

Christmas Tree Clean Up Help
Sunday, January 5th

Please plan to stay after church on Sunday, January 5th
to help take down tree ornaments and wreaths from the
sanctuary. Grab a snack and coffee first, and if we work
together we can have it done in no time!

Congregational Meeting & Potluck
– Sunday, January 19th
CUCC Congregational Meeting is
scheduled for Janaury 19th, 2020
immediately following the church
service. The 2020 CUCC budget will
be presented and voted upon at this meeting. Your input is
valuable and appreciated. A potluck follows the meeting!

Book Club – Monday, Jan. 20th
The Book Club will meet Monday,
January 20th from 10:15 to 11:45,
followed by lunch at GG’s Deli. January is
an open read month for individuals to share
what they have been reading, including
recommendations. We will be selecting three books to
read in February, April, and June. Contact Peggy Soliday
with questions - psoliday@comcast.net, (503) 305-8824.

Sunday, January 26th – Guest speaker during
worship: Debra Mason, Director of Clackamas Service
Center, one of our Justice and Witness outreach agencies
for the homeless, will present information on their agency.
Don’t miss this informative presentation!

Art & Spirit Circle – Mon. Jan. 27, 6:30
Saturday, January 11th – noon to 3, White Elephant
Potluck/Gift Exchange & Potluck at Jim Paulson’s house.
Carpool available. Bring a side dish or holiday cookies/
dessert and a wrapped gift ($15 or under) if you want to
participant in the white elephant gift exchange. RSVP to Jim
by Friday, January 10th to (503) 997-1228, call/text.

Young at Hearts Luncheon
Wednesday, January 15th
Young at Hearts will meet on
Wednesday, January 15th from 11:45
to 1:30 at Elmer’s Restaurant on 82nd
Drive (next to Clackamas Fred Meyer).
Contact Cyndi Lewis-Wolfram at (503)
756-1966 with any questions.

pm

Join us as we create JOURNEY LINES. Mon., Jan. 27th 6:30 9:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall. The new year is a great time
to reflect on our life paths. Where have we been, and where
are we going? Join Rev. Denise Andersen for a special Art &
Spirit Circle that explores our past as we plot our dreams and
visions for the future.
Inspirational speaker and author, Iyanla Vanzant, wrote:
“The road of life is strewn with the bodies of promising
people. People who show promise, yet lack the
confidence to act. People who make promises they are
unable to keep. People who promise to do tomorrow what
they could do today. Turn your promise into a plan.”

Together, we’ll tap into our vision and create a plan for 2020 and
beyond. You are not required to bring anything to create your
Journey Line. $4 suggested donation for supplies; refreshments
will be provided.
“I always wanted to be something, but now I see I
should have been more specific.” - Lily Tomlin

Social Justice
State Department Cites Religious Freedom Violators
Adelle M. Banks, RNS

December 20, 2019

Sudanese demonstrators rally to demand that a civilian body
lead the transition to democracy, outside the army headquarters
in Khartoum, the Sudanese capital, on April 13, 2019. (AP Photo)

WASHINGTON (RNS) — The State Department issued
its latest designations of the world’s most serious
violators of religious freedom, moving Sudan down to its
next-tier watchlist.
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announced the decisions
on Friday (Dec. 20), including the shift of Sudan’s status,
which he attributed to “significant steps taken by the civilianled transitional government to address the previous
regime’s ‘systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of
religious freedom.’”
Sam Brownback, the U.S. ambassador-at-large for
international religious freedom, told reporters in a
conference call Thursday there has been a halt in the raids
on house churches and related movements in the
predominantly Muslim country.
“They've stopped bulldozing churches; they've redesignated
Christmas — both the normal Christmas and Orthodox
Christmas — as national holidays,” the ambassador said.
“They have brought, now, people of other faiths into the
new cabinet.”
Brownback said he hopes the change in the department’s
designation of Sudan will give the new government
“breathing room” as its leaders seek to continue to put
reforms in place following the ouster of Omar al-Bashir after
his 30-year rule. The department on Wednesday retained
its designation for the nine other countries that had been
categorized as “countries of particular concern”: Burma,
China, Eritrea, Iran, North Korea, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia,
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. Other countries on the
second-tier list now include Cuba and Nicaragua. They join
Comoros, Russia, and Uzbekistan.
“In the world, we're either going to learn how to respect and
love one another or we're going to kill each other,”
Brownback said. “This is really the time, I think, for faith
communities and the faithful to step up as an instrument for
peace in a world that sees far too much violence.”
Excerpt – read full article here.

Historic English Cathedral Installed a
Slide in the Middle of the Church
By: Cailey Rizzo, MSN News

August 13, 2019

Helter Skelter inside Norwich Cathedral, England

A 900-year-old cathedral in England has installed a 50-foot fun
slide in its nave, causing considerable controversy. Norwich
Cathedral dates back to 1145 and is one of the largest
cathedrals in the UK. It's known for its impressive stained glass
work and “medieval roof bosses,” believed to be the largest
display in the world. But there’s just one problem when visiting:
You can’t get close enough to tell how fantastic it is.
For 10 days, a 55-foot slide, which
is called a “Helter Skelter” in the
U.K., will allow visitors to see the
crowning features of the cathedral
from a different viewpoint. The
slide has a viewing platform about
40 feet off the ground so visitors
can get closer to the 69-foot
ceiling before sliding down.
“We all are always looking to
broaden the appeal of our
cathedrals because some people
can feel that cathedrals are slightly
exclusive, they’re for a particular type of person,” Reverend
Canon Andy Bryant of Norwich Cathedral told The Guardian.
“We want everybody to feel that they can come in and enjoy it.”
The idea was born from Bryant’s recent visit to the Sistine
Chapel in Rome where he thought that “the ceiling at Norwich
Cathedral is every bit as wonderful,” the only problem was that
people couldn’t see it. But some are not pleased with the
church’s new attraction. “For such a place, steeped in mystery
and marvel to buy in to sensory pleasure and distraction, is to
poison the very medicine it offers the human soul,” Dr.
Ashenden, Missionary Bishop for the Christian Episcopal
Church, told the BBC.
Norwich Cathedral is not the only U.K. church bringing in
unorthodox pleasures. Earlier in the year, the Rochester
Cathedral opened up a nine-hole mini-golf course down the
center aisle.

I Had Planned
By: Talitha Arnold

December 30, 2019

King David rose to his feet and said, “I had planned to build a
house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord … and I
made preparations for building.” - 1 Chronicles 28:2 (NRSV)
King David had great plans, but God had other plans. The
one thing he wanted most—building the Temple—he had to
leave for his son Solomon.
David’s story is a good one for this year’s final days. What
plans did you have for 2019? What do you need to let go of?
As the year draws to a close, a prayer by Archbishop Oscar
Romero of El Salvador, written shortly before his
assassination in 1980, offers this insight:
“It helps now and then, to step back and take the long
view. The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is
even beyond our vision. We accomplish in our lifetime
only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is
God’s work. Nothing we do is complete, which is another
way of saying that the kingdom always lies beyond us."
“We plant the seeds that one day will grow,” Romero
continued. “We lay foundations that will need further
development. We cannot do everything, and there is a
sense of liberation in realizing that. This enables us to
do something, and to do it very well. It may be
incomplete, but it is a beginning … an opportunity for the
Lord's grace to enter and do the rest.”
“We may never see the end results,” Romero concluded,
“but that is the difference between the master builder
and the worker. We are workers, not master builders;
ministers, not messiahs. We are prophets of a future not
our own. Amen.”
Prayer: Help us step back and take the long view, O God.
Thank you for the seeds you’ve helped us plant this year, the
foundations you’ve enabled us to lay. Give us the wisdom to
let go of other things. Like King David and Archbishop
Romero, remind us that we are called to be workers, not
master builders; ministers, not messiahs. Amen.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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New Podcast: “One Question with Pastor Adam”
Pastor Adam answers the big questions! Do you have
questions about religion, politics, and the Bible, but haven't
felt allowed to ask them? Ask Pastor Adam! In each episode,
Pastor Adam addresses one question that's been submitted
by listeners. Some of the topics to be explored include:
 The Bible
 Heaven and hell
 Who is Jesus?
 Do you have to be a Christian to be saved?
 If God is good, why do bad things happen?
 Is the Church becoming too political?
You can find this podcast on most outlets or at this link:
https://one-question-with-pastor-adam.simplecast.com/. Check
them out! If you like it, we invite you to subscribe and leave a
comment/rating at your favorite podcasting platform.
Have a question?
Submit it via email to aericksen@ravenfoundation.org or
adam@c-ucc.org.
"One Question with Pastor Adam" is a Raven Foundation
production.

January 2020
Wednesday, January 1st – Happy New Year!

Sunday, January 5th – Communion; Celebration
of Epiphany – the Three Kings arrive today;
Christmas Clean-Up!
Saturday, January 11th – noon to 3, White
Elephant Potluck/Gift Exchange & Potluck at
Jim Paulson’s; 10 am to noon, Heart 2 Soul in
fellowship hall

January Calendar
Sundays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: 10:30 am, we continue our study of
Exodus. Please join us!
Worship: 10:30 am followed by Coffee Hour. The first
Sunday of each month is our Intergenerational Service
where our children stay in the sanctuary throughout
the service and help with various aspects of the
service. Childcare is available for ages 1 to 4 in the
nursery.
During Worship: Youth are dismissed for Sunday
school during worship except on Intergenerational
Sundays (first Sunday of each month) when kids stay
throughout the service. Nursery is available.

Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC
Pastor Adam’s Appointment Hours:
Pastor Adam generally has open office hours on
Tuesdays from 10-12. He may have meetings in town
during this time, so it's always best to make an
appointment. To do so, please contact Adam at
adam@c-ucc.org, or call (503) 654-0741.

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Trustees Meet: 1st & 3rd Wed. of each month, 9 am
(as needed).
Women’s Circle: Meets from 10 to 1 pm (bring a
sack lunch).
Choir Practice: Choir meets from 6:50 to 8 pm on
Wednesdays in the sanctuary. Adults and high school age
who can carry a tune are welcome to come and join us.
Just show up to visit and see what we do!
Guest

Dear Future,
I
AM
READY.

Sunday, January 12th – Council meeting
Wednesday, January 15th - Young at
Hearts Luncheon, 11:45 - 1:30 at Elmer's Restaurant
in Clackamas
Sunday, January 19th – Annual Congregational
meeting after church to approve budget; followed
by a potluck
Monday, January 20th – 10:15 to 11:45, Book Club,
GG’s lunch afterwards; Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Sunday, January 26th – Guest Speaker: Debra
Mason from Clackamas Service Center
program; Pastor Adam off; newsletter deadline
Monday, January 27th – 6:30 to 9 pm, Art & Spirit
Circle, Journey Lines, $4 suggested donation

