A Just Peace Congregation
June 2020 Newsletter - The Good News
Dear Friends,
When are we going to meet again?
Some of you have asked me that question. And the honest answer
is that I don’t know.
I met with our Council in mid-May to talk about when we will meet
again. We all agreed that we are not at the point in our community
to put a specific date on the answer to this question.
Governor Brown has started to phase in opening certain parts of our
economy. And Clackamas County is phasing into re-opening.
These are hard decisions to make as a church. We are not part of the economy. We do not take orders
from a president to open our doors because we are essential.
I hope and pray that we are guided by the Holy Spirit as she moves within us. As I write this, it is the day of
Pentecost. In about two hours, we will hold worship online as we clelebrate the day that the people were
gathered from all over the known world. People of different skin color and nationalities met on that day of
Pentecost. The Spirit moved among them so that they could be united as they heard each other in their own
native language.
What’s interesting is that Pentecost happened outside of a temple. Outside of a synagogue. Outside of a
church.
Indeed, the church is not a building. It is the people.
And yet I crave to be back in our church building. I crave to be back physically present with you.
I am tired of this isolation. Maybe you are, too.
But I also love the most vulnerable among us. I love those of us who are immunocompromised. And this
virus is no joke. I’ve had a few friends and acquaintances who are not compromised and who’ve survived
COVID-19 and they tell me horror stories.
And so I wish I had a better answer. All I can say is stay tuned. If you can, join us for worship on our
Facebook page or the homepage of our website on Sunday mornings. If you can’t join us there, please let
me know and I will try to get you our worship services in another format.
I don’t want to make promises on a phasing in process or meeting outside for worship or some other ideas
that have been shared. These things might happen in the near future, but I cannot make promises. Part of
any phasing in program will be extra cleaning and extra hand sanitizer and extra masks and limited capacity
and physical distancing and the list will go on because as a church we will double down on our safety.
Because we love you.
And I need to say this: I am so proud to be at Clackamas UCC. You have been so supportive of me and of
one another during this time. You have given your time, talent, and treasure to make sure that we are being
the Church during this time. You have supported one another during surgeries, helped with groceries, and
physically distanced as you visit with one another.

I want to give a shout out to Rayah Dickerson, who created amazing artwork for our new t-shirt and coffee
mug fundraisers. “I’m With Dr. Fauci” and “Our Transgender Siblings Have Heartbeats” have sold really
well, making our church hundreds of dollars. If you would like to purchase one, you can find it on our
website under the “Merch” tab.
Our financial management committee led by the chair Jeff Pratt, Patti Hanson, Jean Herrera, Suzanne
LaCampagne, Lori Prouty, and Peg Soliday have worked tirelessly in efforts to ensure that we survive
financially. Big thanks to them.
And our Council led by Charlie Hinkle, Patti Hanson, Abby Kempf, Heather Merrifield, and Peg Soliday,
along with the chairs of our various committees – Cat Cooper, Dave Frick-Wright, Jean Herrera, Jeff Pratt,
Lori Prouty, and Amira Stanley have met over Zoom and email to provide invaluable leadership during this
time.
Still, my greatest worry during COVID-19 is that as we are not physically meeting, some of us may be
isolated without means of staying connected. The Calling and Caring committee is trying to reach out to
folks during this time, especially those of us who may be more isolated than others. If you or someone you
know would like a phone call or other ways to stay closer in touch, please contact me so that we can make
that happen.
Thank you for being the Church during this difficult time. We are in this together.
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Adam
(503) 734-6927 | adam@c-ucc.org

Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!
Steve Andersen’s Dad, Carl – Cancer/Parkinson’s in hospice
Judy Boncaro - Recurrent health issues
Roberta Chaffee – Ongoing health issues
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for a kidney transplant
Sue Miller (friend of Patti Hanson) – In treatment for cancer
Bernie Nolan & Family – Grieving the death of Bernie’s daughter, Brenda
Junita Kauble – In treatment for breast cancer
Betty Prible – In hospice at foster home
Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues
Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues
Steven Schroedl – Recovering from autoimmune disease
Eldon Steiner – Chronic back/leg pain issues
Pray for our world as we confront the Covid-19 virus, for those at high risk through age and existing health issues, and
for the families and friends who have lost loved ones. We ask to be strengthened through our faith to endure the
disruption of daily lives, to pray for everyone providing front line services and for the scientists working to find treatments
and a vaccine. We give thanks to communities around the world who love and support each other through this
pandemic.
Remember those who may be experiencing sadness, depression, other mental health challenges, parents who have
taken on the responsibility of home-schooling children, and everyone who is experiencing economic hardship and all of
the related consequences, including homelessness. Help each one of us to reach out to others while caring for
ourselves. In your love - Amen.

Member News
Soliday/Rolin Wedding!
The wedding of Sharon Soliday and Adam Rolin on March 14 was the last event held at the church before the
quarantine restrictions. We were so happy they could have their special day in our beautiful sanctuary. Please enjoy
photos from that event.

Michelle Peifer reports: "Hello! Me and the kids miss coming to church very much!
They are staying busy with preschool stuff and playing in our yard and being silly 🙃.
Coronavirus through a child’s eyes - answered by: Ben, age 4
1. What is the Coronavirus? Germs
2. Who is the president? I don’t know
3. How many days have we been in lockdown? 20 hundred
4. Do you want to go back to school? Yeah yeah!!
5. Who is the first person you are going to hug when lockdown is over? Josie
6. Where is the first place you want to go? Zoo
7. What do you think we can do to get rid of the Coronavirus? Nothing
8. Is Mommy a good teacher? Yes
9. How did the corona virus start? Don’t know
10. Do you know where it started? Another country outside on the ground
11. Are you enjoying lockdown? What’s the worst part? Yes, staying home is worst, playing a lot is the best.

Larry Kirk has been hiking and paying closer attention to the flowers these days.
And he has been shopping at Fred Meyer, wearing his mask and his "I'm With Dr.
Fauci t-shirt," of course!

CUCC NAMI Team
Thank you to our CUCC NAMI Walks Team – the Holy Outcasts! On Saturday, May
30, our 12-member team joined virtually with thousands of others across the country
to take part in a walk to raise funds and awareness for our local National Alliance of
Mental Illness Clackamas chapter.
We exceeded our $1,000 goal and raised $ 2,545! All funds raised directly support
the mission of NAMI to provide support, education, and advocacy to individuals and
families right here in our community. Together, we are moving closer to a world
where all people affected by mental illness live healthy, fulfilling lives supported by a
community that cares. Mental Health for All! Learn more about NAMI at this link.
Also, watch Pastor Adam’s interview with Gary Marschke, the lead for Outreach and Development at Clackamas
NAMI, as they discuss the fundraiser and mental illness. You’ll find the interview at this link.

Here are a few photos taken by the Holy Outcasts during their individual NAMI walks.

Send your quarantine photos and updates to adam@c-ucc.org.

Let's Be Clear
We love our house of worship.
But let's be clear: it is not essential.
Throughout the Bible we find that it is not essential to have a house of worship in
order for God to be present with us.
And we find that it is not essential to have a house of worship for the people of
God, aka the Church, to work for a more loving and just world.
We love and miss our house of worship, but it is not essential. The people are
essential.
There are times when the commandment to "love your neighbor as yourself" means don't go to your house of worship.
This is one of those times.
Don't go to church. Because you already are the Church. Be the Church.

Sunday Live Stream Worship Services!
Join Pastor Adam for our live stream worship services Sundays at 10:30 am on either Facebook Live or the CUCC
website homepage. Remember to refresh your device at 10:30. Also, shortly after each live service, a recording will be
made available to watch at the same locations or on our YouTube channel.

Online Art & Spirit Classes
Join Denise Andersen, UCC minister and artist, for online Art and Spirit classes
through the Franciscan Spiritual Center.
Medicine Wheel Gardens & Color Exploration
Thursday, June 4, 3 to 4 pm - $10
Have you ever felt spiritually moved by the transcendent beauty of a Native American
Medicine Wheel. What if that space were in your own green space – inside or outside of your home? This class will
give students tools to create their own medicine wheel garden. Medicine wheels as a creative spiritual practice date
back thousands of years in Native culture. We’ll also take a look at color meanings and see how incorporating
particular colors into our garden spaces can empower and heal
us. Register: https://www.francisspctr.com/calendar-acuity

Outside our Church Walls
This month we highlight Jeff and Lita Pratt! Read on to find out what non-profit organization they support
outside of our church walls.

“Lita and I have been supporters of the Columbia
Land Trust since 2009, when it merged with Three
Rivers Land Conservancy, with which we had
worked since 2004. Its mission statement says, in
part: 'Conserve and care for the vital lands, waters,
and wildlife of the Columbia River region through
sound science and strong relationships.' Now, this
does fall right in line with CUCC’s environmental
stewardship mission. However, our relationship with
them is just the most recent expression of a
commitment and passion that goes a lot further back
in time.
“Specifically, to 1941, when my parents purchased a
defunct park and roadhouse, near Carver, along the
Clackamas river. Most of their friends thought they’d
made a disastrous mistake – most of the land had
been logged in the 1930s, so there was little
merchantable timber; it was too hilly and rough to
farm; and, at the time, it was way out in the
boondocks – suburbanization was still decades in the
future.
“But, when they first hiked up into the woods, they fell
in love with the place immediately. You see, due to
the rough topography, the loggers had left several
acres of pristine Willamette Valley rainforest,
completely untouched and intact. Complete with old
growth trees, native plants, birds, and animals, and
one of the largest talus caves known. Since that time,
'Prattsylvania,' as we came to call it, has been the
heartland of our family, for over three generations
now.
“This is where I was raised – and where Lita and I still
live.

“Which brings me back to the Land Conservancy.
By the turn of the century, it had become apparent
that ownership would have to eventually pass out
of the family. We have no children, and our nieces
and nephews are scattered around the world, with
little interest in coming back to manage the place.
So, in 2005, Lita and I put a conservation
easement in place over most of our portion of the
property. Carefully crafted, it allows for ecologically
responsible timber management, yet will protect
the place from plundering by any future owners. In addition, assistance from the Land Conservancies have
enabled us to suppress several invasive non-native plant species, which had become quite a problem.
“Then, in 2009, the family sold the remaining portion to Metro. It has become a wildlife preserve and
greenspace. That, together with our protected area, and several adjacent properties that Metro has also

acquired, amounts to over 350 acres of protected wildlife habitat, less than a mile outside the Urban Growth
boundary.
“We may not be saving the world, but we are doing our best to be good stewards of this one part!”
Jeff Pratt
To learn more about Columbia Land Trust, visit https://www.columbialandtrust.org/
This month we also highlight Suzanne Lacampagne and her extensive
volunteerism in the important area of domestic abuse.
“I was on the Clackamas Women’s Services for six years, Board
president for two of those. During that time, CWS expanded the shelter
to provide more safe living space for women and their children. CWS
also launched the Family Justice Center that provided wrap around
services for survivors of domestic abuse. I’m not on the Board now but
remain an ardent supporter of this great nonprofit! Its services are in
even more demand with the stresses and isolation that come with
COVID social restrictions."
Suzanne also says, "This is me on my handcycle—riding is my favorite
outdoor activity on a sunny day! I rode by CUCC today—I sure miss seeing everyone. Riding keeps me sane! I
have not been inside another building that is not my house in almost two months, so getting outside is
wonderful!" To learn more about CWS, click here.
How do YOU volunteer your time to non-profit organizations! Email Lori Prouty at web@c-ucc.org or call (503)
654-0741. Check out next month’s newsletter to learn more about people helping others outside of our

church walls.

Treasurer's Report

Kids During Quarantine
Free book for kids on the Corona virus. Click the image to access the book, or if
you’d like a copy mailed to you, contact Lori at (503) 654-0741, web@c-ucc.org.

Pixar Short 'Out' features the studio's
first gay lead character
By David Williams, CNN

Mon May 25, 2020

Pixar's new short film "Out" is reminiscent of classic
Disney body-swap comedies like "Freaky Friday" and
the "Shaggy Dog" movies, but it's also a first for the
studio, because its main character is gay.

Request your free book!

The story revolves around a young man named Greg,
who's afraid to tell his parents that he's gay and is worried that they will see a picture
of him and his boyfriend when they come to help him move. Thanks to some magic
from a rainbow-riding purple sparkly cat and a pink dog, Greg switches bodies with
his dog right in the middle of his parents' visit. There are wacky hijinks, as you'd expect, but the story
focuses on the pain that Greg and his mother are experiencing. You can watch the trailer here.

CUCC Crossword Puzzle
How did you do on last month’s CUCC crossword puzzle? The answer sheet is below, or click here for the
crossword puzzle and give it a try.

Social Justice - UCC in Action
Addressing Systematic Violence
Against African Americans in
Contemporary America
June 04, 2020 at 12pm - 1:30pm

An Interactive Webinar hosted by Religions
for Peace
Please join us for this interactive webinar to
learn about contemporary dehumanization of
African Americans in our nation and how to
contribute towards systematic change to address
this pandemic.
Featuring: Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer
General Minister and President of United Church of Christ, Chair of National Council of Churches, and initiator of
collaborative UCC curriculum White Privilege: Let’s Talk – A Resource for Transformational Dialogue.

Rev. Aundreia Alexander
Associate General Secretary for Action and Advocacy for Justice and Peace at National Council of Churches, and
history of working with ecumenical, interfaith, government and grassroots entities on a variety of justice issues.

Imam Khalid Fattah Griggs
Vice President for Social Justice and Civic Engagement of Islamic Circle of North America, Board member of
Institute for Dismantling Racism, and prison reform justice activist.

Rev. Susan K. Williams Smith
Founder of Crazy Faith Ministries, Communications Consultant for the Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference, and
author of Rest for the Justice Seeking Soul.

Rabbi Jonah Pesner
Director of Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, Senior Vice President of the Union for Reform Judaism,
named one of the most influential rabbis in America by Newsweek magazine, and tireless advocate for social
justice. Learn more & Register

Into the Mystic: Shelter and Spiritual Hunger
Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, General Minister and President of United Church of Christ
What have you found that feeds your soul in this season of
pandemic? As Christians, faith has shown us that there are
blessings that come from every situation, if we stop and think
about it.
On Jan. 5th, I returned to work after a nice holiday break. Not
to my office, mind you, because the first thing I did when
coming off the holiday was fly to Florida for a meeting. That’s
often how my job works – I spend a lot of time on the road.
On March 9th, a little over two months later, I had spent a
total of 47 days on the road and 20 days at home.
That was then. This is now.
From March 9th until this day (and for how much longer, neither I nor anyone else can say), I have remained at
home.

This is now my seventh week at home. Most of you listening to this are facing the same reality – obeying for
good reason shelter-in-place orders so that we do not jeopardize our lives, the lives of people we love, or the
lives of those among us who are vulnerable in this season of pandemic.
I do not offer a complaint. I am not asking for sympathy. This podcast is about spiritual awakenings and the
pathways to pursue that. I wonder what it is you have found that feeds your spiritual hungers in this season of
pandemic. I will share with you what is making it well with my soul.
When I awaken each morning, I go through the same daily routine that I went through when I worked from my
office. I even wear a suit for the workday. I know that doesn’t sound very spiritual, but what it does is create a
clear line of demarcation between my work life and my personal life. I put on my suit, go to a space that I only
use while I am working–a guest bedroom now converted to serve as my office. When the workday ends, I
change into my jeans or my sweatpants and a t-shirt and I don’t go back into that room.
I take a lunch break. I eat at my kitchen table and either do the NYT crossword or read. When I finish eating, I go
out for a walk. I pray through that time, and too often these days the prayers come with tears attached to them.
When not on Zoom, I play music. There is a station I have set up on Pandora I call the Marty Haugen station.
Marty is my favorite composer of spiritual music. Playing right now as I write this is his beautiful song “Shelter
Me, O God.” In the background of my days is this cache of spiritual music that grounds me, calms me, or
reminds me of my spiritual core.
I call leaders from across the life of the church. I ask them how they are doing, and then three other questions:
What are you seeing? What are you learning? Where do you find hope?
For many, the length of this shelter in place order has come as an enormous burden. I truly understand that.
I will be honest, though. I am an introvert living the life of an extrovert. I really love what I do, but when I spent 47
days on the road and only 20 at home, my introvert-self suffers. Being at home where my bed is, my safe places
are, and my introvert side can heal has been a great blessing to me. All my children are grown. My mother lives
with my sister in St. Louis. And I have been able to spend every evening and wake up every morning with the
one I married 37 years ago and have seen very little of these last five years. All of this has settled my soul and
spirit.
We are all going to suffer loss before this ends. We all need something to sustain us through the long days that
have come and are yet to come. I pray that you find your grounding in those things the faith has given us, for just
such a time as this. Paul once wrote: “rejoice in all circumstances.” Faith offers us the capacity to do that–but it
doesn’t come without some discipline, cultivation, and even at times a heavy cost. This is one of those times.
Be strong. Endure.
And may the deep wells of your faith sustain you on this part of a journey that leads us into and, with God’s
brooding love, through the shadowed valleys of death we will encounter on this, our journey Into the Mystic.
Recorded on the following podcast: https://soundcloud.com/theucc/sheltering-and-spiritual-hunger

Bible Study & Prayer Group
Sunday morning adult Bible Study will resume as soon as we are able to meet in
person again.

Pastor Adam's Tuesday Bible Study will now meet online via Zoom meeting,
every Tuesday at 6:30 pm. You can use your computer or telephone to join in. To
be added to the Zoom list, please email web@c-ucc.org or call (503) 654-0741.



Tuesday Bible Studies/Check in: 6:30-7:30 pm via Zoom or phone.
Thursday Prayer Group/Check in: 6:30-7:30 pm via Zoom or phone.

If you would like to download Zoom on your computer, tablet, or phone, you can do so at Zoom.us or through the
app store on your tablet or phone. This short video can also help. We will send emails on Tuesdays and
Thursdays inviting you to join these meetings. Sign up for our email list at c-ucc.org.

June Calendar
Sundays at Clackamas UCC
Worship: Please join our worship service at 10:30 am on the
CUCC Facebook page or on the CUCC website's homepage. The service will be
streamed live in both places. If you have prayer requests, please let Pastor Adam
know via email at adam@c-ucc.org or by phone (503) 734-6927.
Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: Join us online Tuesdays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm for our online Bible study
via Zoom. You may also call in on your phone to participate. To be added to the
Zoom list or for more info, please email web@c-ucc.org or call (503) 654-0741.
Thursdays at Clackamas UCC
Prayer Group: Join us online Thursdays at 6:30 pm via Zoom. You may also call in on your phone to participate. To be
added to the Zoom list or for more info, please email web@c-ucc.org or call (503) 654-0741.
Sunday, June 7 – Live stream Worship 10:30 am
Tuesday, June 9 – Bible Study via Zoom 6:30 pm
Thursday, June 11 – Prayer Group via Zoom 6:30 pm
Sunday, June 14 – Live stream Worship 10:30 am
Tuesday, June 16 – Bible Study via Zoom 6:30 pm
Thursday, June 18 – Prayer Group via Zoom 6:30 pm
Sunday, June 21 – Live stream Worship 10:30 am; Happy Father’s Day
Tuesday, June 23 – Bible Study via Zoom 6:30 pm
Thursday, June 25 – Prayer Group via Zoom 6:30 pm
Sunday, June 28 – Live stream Worship 10:30 am
Tuesday, June 30 – Bible Study via Zoom 6:30 pm

Donate







Several ways to make your monthly contribution:
Mail a check to CUCC at PO Box 2562, Clackamas, OR 97015
Text to Give: (833) 838-0976 (text Give to this number and follow prompts – this is our newest option!)
Zelle: business@c-ucc.org (no fees - download the Zelle app, or access through your online banking)
Facebook Donate (no fees - locate the Donate button near the top of our Facebook page)
Website Giving: c-ucc.org (click on the Giving link near the top of the page)

