A Just Peace Congregation

The Good News – April 2021 Newsletter
Dear Friends,
Brayden just said to me, “Dad, I can’t believe it’s April!”
This year is going by so fast. Charlie and I are glad to know that Major League Baseball will be starting on April
1st. And opening day for the Portland Pickles is June 4 against the Wenatchee Applesox!
I’m excited about opening day for baseball, but when will opening day be for Clackamas United Church of Christ?
When will we come back to the worship space?
Our Worship Committee and our Council are discussing that question. We will make plans for coming back when
it is as safe as possible for our community so that we hit it out of the park the first time. (That will be my last
baseball reference, I promise. Well, maybe just a few more…)
It’s been a long year. I miss being with you all. There have been so many challenges, but we’ve also grown in
many ways, including in our online worship services. As we talk about when we will meet back together again for
worship, we are also talking about how we can sustain our online worship presence for people throughout the
world who are looking for an open and affirming congregation like ours. Part of the blessing of this crisis has been
learning how special our church is, and how special the UCC is. There are many areas in our country that don’t
have an open and affirming congregation where people are allowed to ask questions and not take the Bible so
literally, but take our faith seriously. I am just so proud to be on this journey with you.
And, as we enter into April, I’m so grateful for Amira’s work. She has been leading our monthly Justice and
Witness rallies at the church. It has been so much fun waving our signs as people drive by and honk a friendly
hello to us as they drive by. Some people aren’t so friendly, but that’s okay. And Amira is currently leading our
Easter turkey and ham giveaway. She has also created so many great educational videos, including wonderful
interviews with folks about racism and being LGBTQIA. She is definitely one of our homerun hitters!
And Lori! My goodness. Lori has been making sure that our website is running smoothly, that our worship
services are connected to our website, and that those of us who can’t make it online get a hard copy of the
sermon. I mean, Lori does so much for our growing congregation – including keeping me on task! Ha! Thank you,
Lori. Another homerun!
You know who else hits homeruns? Jean, Rhonda, Dave, and Jeff. I mean, in the words of the great Cubs
announcer, Harry Caray, Holy Cow. The music they are gifting us with every week is amazing. They created
special music for Maundy Thursday (at 6:00 on our website, Facebook page, and YouTube channel) and Easter
(10:30 on those same internet sites) and I am so excited to share their music with you this Sunday!
I’m excited about baseball, and of course I’m much more excited about the future of our congregation. There is so
much going on in the world and so many news stories, that it can all feel overwhelming. Almost like I am drowning
in it all. But each Sunday we gather together online to remind ourselves that we are in this together, to lift one
another up. And as we continue into Holy Week, we discover that God is in the muck and pain and suffering of
this world with us. And we also discover that the muck and pain and suffering don’t have the last word. Easter has
the last word. God’s love has the last word. And that’s a homerun. Go Pickles!
As always, feel free to contact me if you have any comments or questions, or just want to say hello.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Adam - adam@c-ucc.org
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Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!
Jean Anderson Walter – Recovering from hip surgery
Rev. Norm Bengel – On hospice
Judy Boncaro – Ongoing health issues
Roberta Chaffee – Ongoing health issues
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for a kidney transplant
Patti Hanson’s Family – Patti’s daughter, Lauri, recovering from Covid; upon death of ex-husband, Jeff, due to Covid;
and Patti’s son, Pete, and grandson, Cam, struggling with mental illness.
Junita Kauble – Follow-up after cancer treatment
Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues
Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues
Steven Schroedl – In treatment for autoimmune disease
Eldon Steiner – Ongoing health issues

Artwork by: Rayah Dickerson. Rayah has been attending CUCC for nearly two years and is also our Sunday
school teacher where she incorporates learning and creativity (she also does custom art – take a look at her art
on mugs & t-shirts at our Merch Store)! You will find more of Rayah’s artwork within.
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New Payment Processor – WePay!
We have recently updated our online payment processor to Aplos-WePay. You should
notice very little difference, although we ask that you re-register your personal
information and re-schedule any recurring donations.
Also, if you choose to create a WePay Donor Profile, you will be able to review all of your processed donations,
recurring donations, and contribution statements (you do not need a donor profile to donate). It’s a nice benefit of
WePay. Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause. The switch allows us to manage our online donations more
efficiently.
To re-register your information as you make a donation, please follow this link and click on the green Giving button. And
if you haven't tried automatic recurring donations yet, we encourage you to try it! It can be turned off or adjusted at any
time. If you have any questions please contact CUCC Treasurer, Jeff Pratt.

Easter Turkey and Ham Giveaway Through Saturday!

On the 5 evenings leading up to Easter from 5-7, we will do a turkey and ham giveaway for
anyone in need. If you are interested in volunteering to help pass out food, please contact
Amira at amira@c-ucc.org. Please feel free to spread the word. And if you’d like a turkey or
ham, please let Pastor Adam know and we can get you one!

Maundy Thursday Service: Thursday at 6 PM
We will commemorate Maundy Thursday, the day that Jesus fed his disciples and
was handed over to be executed. This is a somber evening, yet also one of the
holiest services of the year as we walk with Jesus and one another through Good
Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday. The Maundy Thursday service will have
readings from the Gospels and also Communion. We will worship together at 6 pm
on the homepage of our website, our Facebook page, and YouTube Channel.

Celebrate Easter with Us!

Join Pastor Adam and worship assistants this Sunday
morning at 10:30 am to celebrate the renewal of Spring and
all of Easter’s blessings. Our service will be held online on
the homepage of our website, our Facebook page,
and YouTube Channel.

Water for Life Collection Ends Sunday

“I’ll have water, please.” For Lent, whenever you buy something to drink, ask for water instead, then
use the money you’ve saved to donate to the Water for Life Campaign. The money each of us saves is
collected and used to fund clean water projects in the US and across the world. Please make a notation
on your Water for Life online donation or check. We will collect funds for this outreach through
Easter Sunday.
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Member News
Duff Honored as NAIA National Athlete of the Week
3-24-21 Kansas City, MO – College of Idaho's Catylynn Duff was honored as
NAIA Women's Track and Field Athlete of the Week, announced by the national
office. Duff posted wins in both the hammer throw and the shot put, while
placing second in the discus at the Great I-84 Compromise of 2021. In the
hammer she recorded the No. 2 mark in the NAIA this season, besting the field
by over 17 feet.
On 3-26-21 at the Whitwortth Invitation, the All-American (Catylynn Duff) smashed
the College of Idaho hammer throw school record. She improved her NAIA "A"
standard and now sits less than a foot away from the top mark in the NAIA this
season. Catylynn is the granddaughter of Jean and John Herrera.

Welcome Baby Girl!!
Ann and Barry Boring welcome their first grandchild! Elizabeth Ivy, daughter of Sami and Grayson Gardner.
Born: March 10, 2021, 7 lb. 12 oz.

Backyard Habitat Certification
Congratulations, Dave and Rhonda Frick-Wright, on your
Silver Certification from Backyard Habitat Certification Program!
This is what BHCP had to say, “Removing blackberry, large
black locust trees, ivy, and vinca is hard but rewarding work that
will benefit you and local wildlife as you increase the number of
native plants on your property. Your hedgerow and pollinator
plants will be well used and appreciated.”
Support the Backyard Habitat Certification Program in urban
Clackamas County. Check them out and add your yard to the
growing expanse or urban habitat we're building together.
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Family Visits from Afar
Tami and Brian Wilcox’s daughters and grandkids –
Catherine and her son, Salman, visiting from France,
along with Elaine and daughter, Laura, who recently
moved back to Oregon and are currently living in
Wilsonville. Nice to have you two ladies back in town!

Exciting Futures for Kate & Collin Hogan
Kate Hogan is heading to South College in Atlanta! Kate
posted: “Becoming a physician assistant has been a
dream of mine for so long and I still can’t believe the
opportunity is finally here! This fall I’ll be moving to
Atlanta, GA to continue my education and work towards a
master’s degree in physician assistant studies, and I
couldn’t be more excited!”
Collin is currently on the waiting list for Seattle Universities’
master’s program in mental health counseling.
Kate and Collin are the children of Katherine and Darryl Hogan.

Still Looking for Nominating Committee Help

The Nominating Committee exists for about six weeks each year. The members of the committee work with the Pastor to
find volunteers to serve on our committees and serve as church officers. Members of the Nominating Committee will also
communicate with potential committee members, getting to know CUCC folks better. If you would like to help with the
Nominating Committee, please email me at adam@c-ucc.org.
If you are interested in any of our following committees, or would like more info,
please contact Pastor Adam.
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Financial Management
Justice and Witness
Trustees (help with church building and grounds)
Worship
Staff Relations
Calling and Caring
Christian Education
Deacons (help with communion, fundraisers, and help with post-worship events)
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Social Justice

The Justice and Witness team wants to hear from you! If you're interested in being a part of our small but mighty
team at CUCC please reach out to me, Amira - amira@c-ucc.org.
What's new with CUCC Justice and Witness TEAM?
This last month, we enjoyed gathering with our community in our 3 rd
Clackamas United Church of Christ Rally. Our monthly rallies are every 2nd
Friday of each month. If you want to share your thoughts and ideas about
possible themes, please reach out to me.
One of the things you will start to see more of on a consistent basis are
opportunities to partner with folks in our community with mutual aid efforts.
Rayah and I met with Anna and Sara of Storyline Community and we are
looking forward to seeing how we can build a great partnership with this
amazing community.
On March 30th, we celebrated Transgender Day of Visibility by shinning a
light on the Dokka Family. Mychael, Dan, Tee, and Victor shared with us
their journey as a family with two transgender children. You can watch the
video here https://youtu.be/fUrEDdsZMNM .
Stay tuned for my interview with Destiny Houston. She is a community member, activist, and Creative Director of
"Unapologetic Studios.” April 10th is her big event! Stay tuned for that interview to drop on Friday April 2nd.
SELF COMPASSION Book Club: We are halfway through the book by Kristin Neff. Misty, Rayah and I have
enjoyed doing this together. We have received several messages throughout the book club expressing
gratitude and struggles in learning how to give ourselves COMPASSION. We love to hear from you. Keep the
feedback coming, and remember, take your time. To teach ourselves compassion is a skill that takes time to build
and be comfortable with.
End White Supremacy Event: My little idea to educate the community about white supremacy is coming to life!
Salem, Oregon is new to me and my husband. Because the Capitol is located here, I had the real reality of the
hate and ignorance that resides in our country. I know I cannot change the ENTIRE world, but my intention is to
Educate and Empower.
This event will be April 24th, 2021 from 1pm to 5pm. Location will NOT be DISCLOSED until right before the event
date. We have security, and a SIX PERSON committee which meets every single Wednesday night to wrap up
final details. We will have an accessible porta-potty and a regular one. There is paved parking so folks with
wheelchairs, etc., are encouraged to come out, if possible. This event is OUTSIDE, and social distancing will be
asked of all.
If you would like to donate to our GoFundMe for supplies, please do so here.
· See event flyer here.
· See Eventbrite to get your FREE TICKET here.
· See Facebook event page here.
With all this said, we love ya and if you have any questions about any of the topics I've discussed, please email
me, amira@c-ucc.org.
Amira Stanley She/Her
Mindset/Intention. End of Life Doula. Anti-Racism Student.
Intentionmindset.com
Minister of Justice & Witness @ CUCC
"Let your MINDSET be your SUPERPOWER"
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Self-Compassion Book Club
Join Amira Stanley’s Book Club with Misty Marie and Rayah Dickerson. The sessions
are recorded so you can join at anytime! Book club recordings for Self-Compassion –
the Proven Power of Being Kind to Yourself, by Kristin Neff, PhD. post on Sundays by
3 pm in the CUCC and Justice Facebook pages, and YouTube. More info at this link
or email amira@c-ucc.org.

Rayah’s Sunday School Video Lessons
Rayah’s Sunday School Videos – Justice Culture and Art Projects!
Rayah’s latest Sunday School video is called “Forgiveness and Healing.”
As always, Rayah beautifully weaves in scripture passages with
wonderful stories to make scripture come alive. You can also watch
Rayah in previous videos that provide art projects. You can find links to
those on our website by clicking here!

Art & Spirituality Online Class – April 20 @ 7pm or 21 @ 3pm

Topic: Creating a Sacred Garden, led by Rev. Denise Andersen
Communing with nature is one form of spiritual practice that connects us with the Creator.
Spiritual gardening is a way that we can set up sacred spaces in our own yards, decks or patios.
What makes a garden sacred? It is the intent behind your creation of the garden. This workshop
will lead participants in designing their own sacred garden that they can create at home.
Instructor: Rev. Denise Andersen. $20 for 90 minute online session, register through Franciscan
Spiritual Center at francisspctr.com under Programs.

Treasurer's Report
Year-to-date:
Regular Income: $
YTD Proportion of
Balance Forward: $
Total Income:
$
Total Expenses:
$
Net YTD: $ -2,674
$ 12,610

03/31/2021
Submitted by Jeff Pratt
31,473
6,943
38,416
41,090
(if PPP Loan is NOT forgiven)
(if PPP Loan is forgiven)

(Note, the PPP Loan amount, $ 15,284, is included in our checking balance, and as a short-term liability (debt), until such time
as it is forgiven.)
(Our budget surplus from 2020, plus the cost of specific items allocated from it, totals $ 27,773, which makes up a portion of
our anticipated total financial resource for 2021. However, since that money was already in our bank account at the end of
2020, it cannot be counted as budget income this year. In order to provide a realistic picture of our financial position on an
ongoing basis this year, I’m including 1/12 of that amount, per month, as the “YTD Proportion of Balance Forward”.)
Bank Balances (3/30)
General Checking: $ 66,398.65
Designated Funds: $ 8,434.90
Please note that, while our online offerings continue to be running slightly ahead of ytd budget, our cash/check offerings are
considerably below expected; and our total income is below budgeted ytd estimate by about $ 10,460. This is offset by the
fact that several expenses are running below estimates, and that several expenditures (parking lot maintenance, for instance),
have not yet been started.
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Artwork by: Rayah Dickerson

Bible Study & Prayer Group
Pastor Adam's Bible Study Group meets online via Zoom every Tuesday from 3:30 to
4:30 pm. The Prayer Group meets every Thursday from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. You can use
your computer or telephone to join in. To be added to the Zoom list, please email
web@c-ucc.org or call (503) 654-0741.
 Tuesday Bible Study/Check in: 3:30-4:30 pm via Zoom or phone.
 Thursday Prayer Group/Check in: 6:30-7:30 pm via Zoom or phone.
If you would like to download Zoom on your computer, tablet, or phone, you can do so at
Zoom.us or through the app store on your tablet or phone. This short video can also
help. We will send emails on Tuesdays inviting you to join these meetings. Sign up for
our email list at c-ucc.org.
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April Calendar

Thursday, April 1 – Maundy Thursday
Friday, April 2 – Good Friday
Saturday, April 3 – Holy Saturday
Sunday, April 4 – Easter Worship Service & Communion 10:30 am
Sunday, April 11 – Worship Service 10:30 am
Sunday, April 18 – Worship Service 10:30 am
Sunday, April 25 – Worship Service 10:30 am
Online Events:
Sundays at Clackamas UCC
Worship: Please join our worship service at 10:30 am on the CUCC
Facebook page, CUCC website's homepage or YouTube channel. The
service will be streamed live in both places. If you have prayer requests,
please let Pastor Adam know via email at adam@c-ucc.org or by phone
(503) 734-6927. Service followed by online Coffee Hour via *Zoom.
Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: Join us online Tuesdays 3:30 - 4:30 pm for our online Bible
study via *Zoom. You may also call in on your phone to participate.
Thursdays at Clackamas UCC
Prayer Group: Join us online Thursdays at 6:30 pm via *Zoom. You may also call in on your phone to participate. *To be
added to the Zoom list or for more info, please email web@c-ucc.org or call (503) 654-0741.

Photo Credit: David Bennett
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