A Just Peace Congregation

The Good News – December 2021 Newsletter
I love December. It’s full of good holiday memories. I may have told you this one
before, but it always makes me chuckle. We Ericksen children always wanted to
stretch the limit on the size of our tree. So when we went tree shopping, we
always begged our dad for a slightly larger tree. And he usually gave in to our
pleas.
So when we got home, Dad always tried to put our way-too-big-of-a-tree into our
way-too-small-of-a-tree-holder. Somehow he got the tree to fit - sort of fit,
anyway. The tree would fall. Then Dad would put it back up. One year he
thought he had it finally balanced, but nope. I was there with him in the room
where we put up our tree. I sensed it falling one more time and as it fell I
chuckled as I said, “Timmmmmmmbbbbeeeeerrrrrrr!”
Well, my dad did not chuckle. He did not think it was funny. “Why are you laughing???” he scolded me. At the
time, I thought, “Chill out, Dad.” But now that I’ve been a dad for more than a decade, I get it.
Sometimes our plans don’t go as we plan. Sometimes we try so hard, but the tree keeps falling.
If I were preaching right now, I’d ask someone to give me an amen so that I know I’m not alone. I’m just
imagining you right now saying, “Amen!”
Christmas is such an amazing and joyful time of the year, but it’s also stressful. All the planning and gift
exchanging and thank you cards and being around people you might not want to be around. And then you may
have lost a loved one recently and you weren’t planning on not having them here on Christmas. It can be so
hard.
I don’t know the best answer, but this is where a pastor is tempted to say, “God.” And in some sense, that’s a
good answer. As I get older, I’m getting better at reminding myself that there’s something bigger in this life than
me and my plans.
According to the story, Mary and Joseph didn’t have a family plan that included Jesus, at least, not yet. Then
something happened and Mary was pregnant. It’s hard to imagine the shame she probably felt in her
community. I mean, you know how word spreads about these things. I often wonder how Mary dealt with that
level of shame, all because she said yes to God.
I guess that’s part of the Christmas message. I think we’re all called to be a bit like Mary. We all do our part in
birthing God into the world. And whenever you birth God into the world, it might mess with your plans. It might
mess with our plans as a congregation.
As we move back into in-person worship, that might be one of our questions. What new ways might we be
called to be like Mary and say yes to birthing God into this world that is in such desperate need?
I hope you have a merry Christmas! And as always, if you have comments or questions, please feel free to
reach out to me.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Adam
adam@c-ucc.org
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Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!
Rev. Norm Bengel – On hospice
Judy Boncaro – Ongoing health issues
Roberta Chaffee – Ongoing health issues
Rev. Ann Duffy - Following Dec. surgery
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for a kidney transplant
Junita Kauble – Follow-up after cancer treatment
Lori Prouty – Following Dec. 7 hand surgery
Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues
Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues
Elsie Savin – Ongoing health issues, cards would be appreciated c/o Michael & Jazelle Savin
Steven Schroedl – In treatment for autoimmune disease

Prayer Works
If you would like to be included in our weekly prayer chain,
please email Pastor Adam at adam@c-ucc.org.

Thank you:
To everyone who helped with our Ham and Turkey Giveaway/Coat and Camping Supply Drive, from
shopping for food, donating funds, handing out food and collecting warm clothing, to delivering
everything donated to the Clackamas Service Center! Thank you: Michael Savin, Charlie Hinkle, Jeff
and Lita Pratt, Alesia Zorn, Kathy Humphries, Larry Kirk, Joel and Donna Ekdahl, Pastor Adam,
Amy Brinkley, Patti Hanson, Denise Andersen, and all of the unnamed who donated goods.
Brian Wilcox for helping the team with the recent parking lot restriped.
Jim Paulson for delivering our beautiful noble 2021 Christmas tree! Decorating happens Sunday, Dec.
5 after the service. Join us!

Bring Your Poinsettias for the Altar!
As is traditional at CUCC, anyone who would like to donate poinsettias for the altar in memory of
a loved one may do so from now through the month of December. They are a lovely addition to
our sanctuary during the holidays. If you would like to offer one in memory of someone, please
let Jean Herrera know so she can include it in the bulletin. Contact Jean at (503) 654-2449 or
email jeherr@centurylink.net.
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Christmas Tree Decorating - Dec. 5!
Join the fun after worship Sunday, December 5 to help decorate our beautiful noble tree in
the narthex! Thank you, Jim Paulson, for delivering our beautiful 2021 noble Christmas
tree!

Art & Spirit Circle Card Making - Tues. Dec. 14, 7 pm
Come and make holiday cards! All supplies provided. Don’t like crafting cards? Then
bring a coloring book and just hang out with us. Masks required. It’s always great fun! Call
Rhonda Frick-Wright with any questions at (503) 659-9732.

No-Rehearsal Christmas Pageant for In-Person Worship Dec. 19!
We will have our annual Christmas pageant on December 19 during in-person worship! We
have many parts open, so if you would like to be a reader in the pageant with the most fun and
joy of the year, please send me an email at adam@c-ucc.org.

Next Class with Pastor Adam – Mon. Dec. 20, 4 pm
Join Pastor Adam for a special book study on Monday, December 20, 4 to 5 pm Pacific on Zoom. We will be
discussing chapters 5-9 of Healing the Shame that Binds You by John Bradshaw. Join our email list for
ongoing updates or check this link.

Volunteer! Christmas Turkey/Ham Giveaway - Dec. 21-23, 4-6 pm
Volunteer opportunities at our Christmas Turkey and Ham Giveaway on
December 21-23 from 4-6 pm. If you’d like to volunteer, please add your name
to this Google Doc link.
Our November Ham/Turkey Giveaway & Coat Drive was a huge success, giving
away 75 hams and turkeys to neighboring families in need. After food purchases,
our “food resources” designated fund is currently $87.96. Cost of the
turkeys/hams was $725.73. If you would like to contribute towards the upcoming
Christmas giveaway, please designate an offering to the “food resources” purpose
online, or designate on your check. Thank you!
Thank you to all who donated funds, shopped, handed out food, or delivered
coats and supplies to Clackamas Service Center!
Patti
Hanson
getting ready to deliver donations to Clackamas Service
Center from our Coat and Camping Supplies Drive.
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Christmas Eve Service & Candlelight Caroling In-Person - Fri. Dec. 24, 8 pm
Online Live-Stream Service - time tba
Join us for our annual in-person Christmas Eve Service and Candlelight
Caroling on Friday, Dec. 24 at 8 pm. Our Christmas Eve service ends as
we sing carols by candlelight and leave the church in silence. A beautiful
evening. We will also hold an online live-streamed Christmas Eve Service
earlier on Dec. 24 - time tba.

End-of-Year Staff Gifts
It is a long-standing tradition at Clackamas UCC to offer a year-end gift to each of our paid
and volunteer staff persons as a way of saying “thank you for your time and effort.” We have
four recipients: Jean Herrera/Choir Director/Organist; Lori Prouty/Admin/Web; Cody
Prouty/Janitorial and, of course, Rev. Adam Ericksen/our Pastor. If you would like to show
your appreciation and donate to staff gifts, you may either:
•

Make an online donation at the CUCC Giving page, please mark “staff gifts” in the notes section, or

•

Mail your donation directly to the church at: CUCC, PO Box 2562, Clackamas, OR 97015, please indicate
the amount you would like designated to “staff gifts.” Thank you!!!

Sunday School Wish List
The Christian Education Committee and friends have been revamping the Sunday school
classroom in anticipation of opening it up again very soon. They’ve been cleaning, painting
and purging supplies, books and toys, and are now in need of replacement items! They
put together an Amazon Wish List and would love you to consider gifting one or more
items to the classroom. View and purchase items directly from our Wish List by clicking
here. And thanks for helping our kids - we appreciate it so much!!

Holiday Shop Your Local, BIPOC-Owned, Non-Profit, Fair Trade
Support Clackamas County Businesses
World HeARTs Fair Trade in Oregon City for ethical gifts and home décor (at the same
time check out Three Rivers Artists Guild & Gallery for local art right next door!)
Made In Milwaukie - Milwaukie artists only, downtown art and apparel.

Handmade Crafts from Global Artisans
If you are shopping online today for gifts for loved ones, consider a unique and
meaningful handmade item from global partners in countries such as
the Congo, Chile, Colombia, East Timor, Guatemala, Palestine. Each item you order
also supports projects empowering families around the world. Find all of the craft items
and more information on where they are from here.
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CUCC Gift Merch
CUCC social justice t-shirts, mugs, music CDs - take a look at our online Merch at
this link. We love our newest t-shirt design - Jesus Loves Science - the Jesus fish
and the Darwin fish love each other, not oppose - isn’t that great! Also available now
in sweatshirts. Be sure to order early this year.

BIPOC Portland Shopping Ideas – More Gifts that Give Back!
This year, please also consider purchasing your holiday gifts through BIPOC businesses in
Portland. There are many links online but here are a few we recommend you check out:
•

Giving plants this year? Check out these local BIPOC-owned plant stores: Ecovibe,
Birds & Bees Nursery, Reclamation, Larkspur, Noetic, Flora Noir, Wildehaus, Potted
Elephant.

•

Black Owned Small Businesses on Instagram – Bookstores, housewares, art, kids, jewelry, fashion,
food, skincare and more.

•

Portland Monthly Magazine Portland BIPOC-owned businesses.

•

More Portland BIPOC Businesses - A celebration of Black, Indigenous and People of Color makers and
creatives with a focus on slow, ethical, and sustainable fashion.

Tea Towels & Handicrafts from CUCC’s Women’s Circle
Purchase your favorite handicrafts including: Tea Towels $6.50 | Pot Holders $2.5 & up. | Assorted
knitted articles. Please call Joyce Steiner (503) 655-4682 for handicraft purchase/pickup information.
Homemade Jelly & Jam - ½ Pints: Blueberry, Wild Blackberry, Hot Pepper, Grape
and Plum - $5. | All-Huckleberry Jam (some mixed with blueberry or blackberry) - $6.
Please call Janice Straub at (503) 348-8048 for jelly purchase/pickup information.
Michelle’s Homemade Sauerkraut
Michelle Carrier’s homemade canned sauerkraut is always a big hit at our annual
Bazaar! Contact Michelle at (971) 998-3908 for purchase/pickup information. Three sizes
priced as follows: Quart $6 | Pint $3 | ½-pint $1.50

CUCC Choir Music of Jeffrey C. Pratt
Digital download includes 10 tracks in full. All music composed and arranged by Jeffrey C.
Pratt. Recorded in 2016 and performed by the Choir of Clackamas United Church of Christ,
Milwaukie, Oregon. Download available at our Merch store for $10. Also available on CD for
$15 (for CD purchase email: web@c-ucc.org).
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Member News
Happy 103rd Birthday to Elsie Savin!

Saturday, Dec. 4th, is our dear Elsie Savin's 103rd birthday! Elsie would love to
hear from you! If you’d like to send her a card of good wishes, please mail to:
Elsie Savin, 5755 SE Oetkin Rd., Milwaukie, OR 97267

Justice & Witness
Join UCC Movement Towards Racial Justice
Can you imagine a church free of racism and a world where all
people live without fear of violence or systems that harm God’s
human creation?
The United Church of Christ invites you to Join the Movement
toward racial justice as we answer God’s call to be an antiracist church. Here, we will share stories and grow together,
learning from one another to build a just world for all. Click
here to learn more, read and share stories, and join the movement!
Stories: Water Protectors
Rev. Dr. Rebecca Voelkel, an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, is the
Executive Director for the Center for Sustainable Justice and a “water protector.” This
is the name for Native Americans and allies who are joined in resistance to fossil fuels, and in particular oil pipelines. She
also fought the Dakota Access pipeline, drawing activists from all over the world to Standing Rock in 2016 and 2017.
It’s a form of activism that is often physically taxing, and not without legal risk: a number of states are initiating greater
penalties for protestors who trespass to oppose oil and gas infrastructure. But activists say the water protector strategy
has proven effective with the cancelation of the Keystone XL pipeline. In the first week of June, more than 2,000 Line 3
protesters from around the country swarmed northern Minnesota, and by June 7th, about 200 people had been arrested.
“Our local state and federal governments are violating treaties by allowing this pipeline to go through,” said Nancy
Beaulieu, an Ojibwe woman who co-founded the Rise coalition.
“We’re here to make the stand for all living things,”
Beaulieu said.
The protests call on President Biden to end the water-crossing permits. But the movement has had setbacks: a federal
judge in Louisiana recently blocked the Biden administration’s pause on certain oil and gas leases, and a Minnesota court
recently sided with Enbridge on challenges to its Line 3 permit
In the past, courts have upheld US treaties with the Ojibwe. Further development of oil and gas infrastructure is in direct
conflict with Native ways of life, and with the health and safety of Native people who depend on the land being developed.
Story adapted from The Guardian
"When love is the lens through which we see the world, justice is possible."
- Rev. Traci Blackmon
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Near-Sighted God
by Matt Laney | published on Nov 30, 2021

Surely, this commandment is not too far away. It is not in heaven; neither is it beyond the sea. No, the word is very
near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe. – Deuteronomy 30:11-14 (NRSV, abridged)
I am very nearsighted. Without corrective eyewear, it is unsafe and potentially life-threatening for me to leave the
house. I can’t recognize much of anything (or anyone) beyond three feet, and reading means literally putting my
nose in the book.
My only comfort is that God is extremely near-sighted too.
Nearness isn’t a uniquely Christian idea, but it is distinctively Christian. The primary thrust of the gospel is
Emmanuel, God with us, God getting close, God not only putting her nose into human life, but God expressed in a
full human body.
Some might see the act of divine nearness as an act, God deliberately and temporarily descending a faraway,
heavenly throne to look in on the earthlings, like a royal donning the clothes of a pauper to see how common folk
are faring. These visions of paternalism, bordering on slum voyeurism, do not square with my sense of God as
radically immanent and innate in addition to transcendent.
Perhaps the biggest mistake we make in the spiritual journey is to assume that God is somewhere else, something
else or someone else. There is no “else” to God. God’s nearness is fundamental and immutable. God doesn’t move.
A near-sighted God is the One we need and the One we receive; a God who has a face and gets in ours, close
enough to see every freckle, pore, wrinkle, and tear at the atomic level. This God is nearer still, present in our
flesh, inviting us to draw near, look closely and love fully.
Prayer
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, God near us, with us and in us.
About the Author
Matt Laney is the Senior Pastor of Virginia Highland Church UCC in Atlanta, GA and the author
of Pride Wars, a fantasy series published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt for Young Readers. The first
two books, The Spinner Prince and The Four Guardians are available now.
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December Calendar
Sunday, December 4 – Elsie Savin’s 103rd Birthday! Card mailing info inside.
Sunday, December 5 – Online Worship Service 9 am & In-Person Service 10:30 am, Communion, Tree Trimming
Sunday, December 12 – Online Worship Service 9 am & In-Person Service 10:30 am
Tuesday, December 14 – Art & Spirit Circle Card Making at CUCC 7 pm
Sunday, December 19 – Online Worship Service 9 am & In-Person Service, Christmas Pageant 10:30 am
Monday, December 20 – Class With Pastor Adam 4 pm
Tuesday, December 21 to Thursday, December 23 – Christmas Turkey/Ham Giveaway 4-6 pm
Sunday, December 26 – Online Worship Service 9 am & In-Person Service 10:30 am
Friday, December 31 - Happy New Year’s Eve!
Online Events:
Sundays at Clackamas
Worship: We have resumed our in-person services at 10:30 am with proof of vaccination at the
door and masks required. You may also join our live-stream online worship service every Sunday
at 9 am on the CUCC Facebook page, or YouTube channel. If you have prayer requests, please
let Pastor Adam know via email at adam@c-ucc.org or by phone (503) 734-6927.
Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: Tuesdays 3:30 - 4:30 pm via *Zoom. You may also call in on your
phone to participate.
Thursdays at Clackamas UCC
Prayer Group: Thursdays at 4 pm via *Zoom. You may also call in on your phone to participate.
*To be added to the Zoom list or for more info, please email web@c-ucc.org or call (503) 654-0741.

Prayers to Teach our Children: Peace and Love
Dear Lord,
I pray that this Christmas is celebrated with a heart filled with peace and love. Please take away all the
bad feelings and emotions in people, and show them what Christmas is all about. I also pray for the
people who are having a hard time this Christmas. Please hug them and let them feel Your peace and
love.
Amen.
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