A Just Peace Congregation

The Good News – November 2021 Newsletter
Dear Clackamas UCC,
It’s November!
I have such great memories of November from my childhood. Every Thanksgiving my family would drive from Portland in
our 1980s station wagon (you know, the kind that had the faux wood on the side panel. But then we upgraded in the 90s to
a big, blue minivan) up to Seattle to spend the Thanksgiving weekend with my grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins.
I look back on those childhood memories with some awe and wonder. We had a great family and grandma always made
sure we had plenty of great food. Including my grandmother’s world-famous chocolate covered peanut butter balls. Oh. My.
Goodness.
As I grew older, I began to learn more about the Thanksgiving holiday and the events that it celebrates. In our Reckoning
with Racism cohort, we learned last month about the Doctrine of Discovery. This was a doctrine created in the 15th century
by the Pope that claimed any new lands that were discovered were automatically “Christian” and those living on the lands
were just inhabitants - much like deer, rabbits, or bears are inhabitants of the land. Indigenous people were essentially
treated as less than human - as animals to be conquered.
The Doctrine of Discovery became a Christian way of dominating others and stealing from them. Maybe I should rephrase
that - it became an anti-Christian way of dominating and stealing from others. How could folks dedicated to Christ use his
religion in such a power-hungry way?
And then I realize that maybe 400 years from now, our descendants might ask the same question about our culture. How
could people who claim to follow Christ treat the earth so poorly? How could they live in an economic system that allowed
for homelessness? How did they not understand that following Christ means ensuring everyone has healthcare without
falling into crippling debt?
I know that you ask these questions, too. And, if you are like me, as important as those questions are, they can get
overwhelming. In our prayer group this evening, someone offered prayers for our politicians to have the political courage to
do the right thing. Another prayed for anti-vaxxers and anti-maskers to wake up to the reality of our cultural situation. And
yet, we feel so powerless in the face of it all.
Maybe the antidote to feeling overwhelmed and powerless is also found in November - gratitude. Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you.
I don’t have scientific evidence for this, but just my anecdotal evidence leads me to notice that there are fewer “thank yous”
these days. I don’t say “Thank you” as much as I probably should. I think our social media culture, along with our fast-paced
culture of continually getting things done, thwarts our sense of gratitude. But saying “thank you” might be our best spiritual
tool in fixing our sense of political and cultural despair.
So, yes, there are a lot of problems in the world. But I have a lot to be grateful for. Many of my colleagues in ministry have
left during COVID. They complain about burn out, difficulties with their congregations, feeling the church is dying, and just
plain exhaustion from the last year and a half.
When I think about our congregation, I know we have problems, but I just love you all. I am so grateful to be here. It has
been really hard, and as we enter into this phase of … I-don’t-know-what-of-COVID … I just want to say thank you. Thank
you for being you. Thank you for being Clackamas UCC. I don’t know what the future holds, but I’m hopeful that we can get
together soon in our sanctuary for worship and other activities. I am so looking forward to that day because I love you.
Thank you for being an amazing group of people.
Grace and peace, Pastor Adam
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Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!
Rev. Norm Bengel – On hospice
Judy Boncaro – Ongoing health issues
Roberta Chaffee – Ongoing health issues
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for a kidney transplant
Junita Kauble – Follow-up after cancer treatment
Jim Paulson – For safe travels
Lori Prouty – Following hand surgery
Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues
Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues
Elsie Savin – Ongoing health issues, cards would be appreciated c/o Michael & Jazelle Savin
Steven Schroedl – In treatment for autoimmune disease
Joyce Steiner, Janice Straub, Family & Friends – Following the death of Joyce’s husband, Eldon Steiner

Thank you to ~
Dave Frick-Wright for arranging to have the parking lot restriped.
It looks terrific! And to Pastor Adam for helping to patch all of those cracks.
Too many people to list, but to everyone who helps with each week’s
service, both behind the scenes and in front. What a learning experience
it has been doing online services and we appreciate each and every
one of you who help make it happen!
New Striping & Pastor Adam

Volunteer!
Donate to the Turkey/Ham Giveaway for Thanksgiving and Christmas
This Thanksgiving and Christmas we are bringing back our turkey and ham
giveaway! We need people to help volunteer to hand out turkey and ham in
November from Monday the 22 through Wednesday the 24 from 4-6 pm. We
need at least two people per evening. If you'd like to volunteer, please sign up
on the Google doc here. Let Pastor Adam know if you have problems signing
up. If you would like to go on a day when there are already two people, feel
free to just show up! The more the merrier!
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Member News
Welcome Sweet Baby!
Charlotte Rose was born to Jamie Cooper
and Chris Berry! Congratulations to the
Cooper/Berry family!
10-21-21
8 lbs, 5 oz, 20”
Jamie is a long-time member of CUCC and
the daughter of Cathy Cooper.

Congratulations Newlyweds!
On Sept 18, 2021, Julia Sutton married
Peter Curtis at CUCC, officiated by
Pastor Adam!
Julia grew up attending CUCC and is
the daughter of Suzanne Lacampagne
and Michael Sutton. There was wind
and rain all day until the sun appeared
right before the event started helping to
make it a beautiful wedding!!
Congratulations!

Meet New Member
Raleen Hungate
So grateful to be "here." Born and raised in Southern California (Santa Monica/Venice
then Westminster in Orange County), all of my youth was "saturated" in the dogma and
strong fundamental doctrines of the Southern Baptist denomination. I moved to Salem
in 1969 and, in doing so, "left the church, left church" for about 10 years. In 1979/80, a
friend encouraged me to check out a local Disciples of Christ Church and, I was
immediately drawn in to a music ensemble, a Folk Group that I was with (and eventually
led) for over 20 years. I was very actively involved in planning worship services, "SonRise" Easter services and more for most of my 40 years there. For the last
approximately 20 years, I was a partner with the pastor in the church's music ministry each Sunday. I was part of a
short-lived music ensemble - "Jazzpel" - where we "jazzed up" gospel music, was a choir member during the years
they had a choir, was, "reluctantly" part of a "Praise Team" sharing "today's contemporary music," and coordinated
various music styles and jam sessions being shared during the 30 minutes prior to worship starting each week.
I was an Elder - which, in that denomination, is a "team" of 12 or so, who help minister to the Pastor and their family
and to the congregation in many ways. The saying is, "Once an Elder, always an Elder," so there is a part of me that
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feels led to continue that ministry wherever I am. A "sister" denomination to UCC, DOC has Communion every
Sunday, and tho identifying as having "open Communion," the majority of "elder-led communion meditations" included
"having accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior" as a pre-requisite for communion participation. (I was a balker on that
phrase everytime I gave the meditation - afterall, to me, "All means All.") In 2019, after a time of some uncomfortableto-me conflicts within the "eldership," and having been led to Clackamas UCC by posts about their signs. I researched
the denomination and this particular spiritual community online, visited on a Sunday in August 2019 ... and found
myself "Spiritually at home" here. I've been here since.
I live in Scotts Mills (across the creek from Clackamas County - in Marion County) - between Molalla and Silverton in a
1930s circa "cabin above Butte Creek." It's 9/10ths of an acre ... I've been here over 20 years ... considering it my slice
of heaven. Scotts Mills is a small hamlet with less than 400 in the city limits. I am "in charge" of a very active and Very
Rural "Neighborhood" Watch program covering in-town and county neighbors. "Watching out for each other" - yet
another outreach of WWJD.
After spending 35 years working assorted clerical and telecommunications positions with State Farm at the Regional
Office in Salem, I retired in 2004. Eventually, I spent 4 years as an elementary school teachers aide in a small K-8
public school and then 6+ years as the Administrative Assistant in a young public charter school. I've been "fully
retired" since 2017.
I was very involved in Little League Baseball and Softball as a League President (in Silverton area) beginning in 1991 and then as a District Administrator - building leagues and coordinating the operations of 4 leagues across Lane
County. Tho working with all divisions, my "love" was the Challenger Division where I spent a lot of my 20 years of
volunteering with a focus on developing Adaptive Baseball programs. I retired from that volunteer position in 2011.
Three times married, (twice divorced and once widowed - in 2010) - and with many years as "a single" off and on since
1974, I have no birth nor adopted children tho I am still in some contact with a foster child who is now in his late 30s ...
and with some of the youth who I was blessed to journey alongside for a time.
My sister - Prudence (7 years older) - has been a church pianist in Westminster, CA since 1963. My brother - Clovis (3
years younger) - is retired Air Force and lives in Chandler, AZ. Whenever we get together, she's on piano, he's singing
in the Deeeep Bass range, and music is a centering time for all three of us.
At present, I am "parent" to 10 cats, 2 goats, and 4 geese who help keep me busy and very entertained.

Travels to 14 States - Jim Paulson

Jim Paulson

Since leaving Oregon on September 8, Jim Paulson has really been
travelling - 14 states, roughly 8,000 miles, and 17 days of fishing with
his cousin in Arkansas. His two-month solo trip with his
pickup/camper included visiting his sisters, brothers and cousins.
He’s been doing lots of genealogy research in western Minnesota
where he has four sisters in Minneapolis (even witnessed a tornado
much too close for comfort!). Jim’s trip included stops in his home
state of Wisconsin, then south to Chicago, St. Louis, across Missouri
to northwest Arkansas. Then he headed west across Oklahoma,
Texas, New Mexico and Arizona. He plans to return to Oregon on
November 4 and we’re certain he’ll have plenty of stories to share!

Travels to Mexico - Janice Straub
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Janice Straub and her daughter, Cathi, recently returned from a 7-day
cruise to Mexico! One of the highlights was shopping and picking out
special matching mother/daughter Australian pearl pendants.

Janice Straub & daughter, Cathi

Holiday Bazaar & Quilt Raffle Update
Unfortunately, existing Covid numbers have caused us to cancel our annual
Bazaar and Quilt Raffle normally held in November. Fortunately, thanks to the
hard work of our Womens Circle and friends, you can still purchase handcrafted items that are huge sellers at our Bazaar (see Tea Towels below)! You
can also purchase Michelle’s canned sauerkraut normally sold at our Bazaar
(see Sauerkraut below)!
Please note that the Quilt Raffle will be deferred until we can hold a live event.
That will be something to look forward to because just look how beautiful it is!

Queen-sized “Pony Express Star Quilt” (84" x 101-1/2")

Tea Towels & Handicrafts from Women’s Circle
Purchase your favorite handicrafts including:
• Tea Towels $6.5
• Pot Holders $2.5 & up
• Assorted knitted articles
Please call Joyce Steiner (503) 655-4682 for handicraft purchase/pickup
information
Homemade Jelly & Jam - ½ Pints:
• Blueberry, Wild Blackberry, Hot Pepper, Grape and Plum - $5
• All-Huckleberry Jam (some mixed with blueberry or blackberry) - $6
Please call Janice Straub at (503) 348-8048 for jelly purchase/pickup information.

Michelle’s Homemade Sauerkraut
Be sure to include a jar of Michelle Carrier’s homemade canned
sauerkraut for your holiday meals! They are a big hit at our annual
Bazaar! Contact Michelle at (971) 998-3908 for purchase/pickup
information. Three sizes priced as follows:
Quart $6 | Pint $3 | ½-pint $1.50
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Wichita Center Food Pantry Needs:
**Volunteers to help sort clothing donations
**A good working freezer and refrigerator
**Kids' clothing, shoes
**Shelf-stable food
Donations accepted Mondays from 10-4. The Coats for Kids
event has given out 647 coats so far!
For questions, please contact: Kathy L. Harrison, (503) 3533735 x33735, http://www.nclack.k12.or.us/Volunteer/

Next Class with Pastor Adam – Nov. 15
Join Pastor Adam for a special book study on Monday, November 15, 4 to 5 pm Pacific on Zoom. We continue
our study of Healing the Shame that Binds You by John Bradshaw. Join our email list for ongoing updates or
check this link.

Justice & Witness
Reckoning with Racism Ongoing Program
Join us for Reckoning with Racism which started in October and runs for
9 months on the first and third Tuesday evenings of each month. It’s a
great program that is run by the Common Table and Ecumenical
Ministries of Oregon. If you’d like more information on the program and
would like to register, you can do so here. Please contact Pastor Adam if you have any questions.

Study: 270 Native Students Died at Oregon Boarding Schools
By: Dillon Mullan, Portland Tribune

October 20, 2021

Researchers find at least 270 students died in custody at boarding schools in Forest Grove and Salem
between 1880 and 1945.
A new database sheds light on the dark history of federal boarding
schools for Native American students in Oregon.

Courtesy Photo/Eva Guggemos - Students stand in front
of the Chemawa Indian School in 1905

Pacific University Archivist and Associate Professor Eva Guggemos
and volunteer historian SuAnn Reddick collaborated to document at
least 270 students who died in custody at boarding schools in Forest
Grove and Salem between 1880 and 1945. Their new website,
published Monday, Oct. 11, on Indigenous Peoples' Day and hosted
by Pacific, includes names and burial locations, a timeline of the
schools and a bibliography with a spreadsheet of detailed notes on
each student, who came from a wide range of tribes and nations.

"Sometimes they would write on the school roster and annotate it and say they died on this date. Other times it wasn't
so simple and there would be no official school record at all of some students," Guggemos said. "Some information
was only in contemporary newspaper articles. There were hospital records, cemetery records, occasional bits from
letters and diaries." The school first opened as the Forest Grove Indian Industrial Training School in 1880 between
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modern-day C and D streets and 22nd and 23rd avenues, then moved to its current location as the Chemawa Indian
School in Salem in 1885.
Guggemos started looking through school rosters shortly after arriving in Forest Grove in 2011, and she and Reddick
sourced the National Archives & Records in Seattle along with Pacific and state library archives. According to the
research, four years after the founding of the school in Forest Grove in 1884, about 175 students were present on
campus from Puyallup, Warm Springs, Alaska, Chehalis, Spokane, Umatilla, Nez Perce, Yakima, Sound and Grand
Ronde. Reddick started researching the school's history in the 1990s.
"Back in the day when I was initiating this research I went to the Oregon State Library and spent many hours scrolling
through these terrible microfilm machines taking those little sheets of film, laying them on a plate and printing them,"
Reddick said. "I had a friend who was a page. We took this rickety old elevator down into the stacks and would look for
books. Sometimes you just go fishing."
Across the American West, federal boarding schools like
Chemawsook took children as young as six away from their families
and aimed to eradicate their native culture by punishing them for
speaking their own languages or practicing their own traditions. The
most common causes of death found by Guggemos and Reddick
were infectious diseases like tuberculosis, meningitis or influenza.
The researchers traced around 175 students at the Chemawa
School Cemetery and two students at Forest View Cemetery in
Forest Grove.
PMG Photo: Mark Miller - Eva Guggemos, Pacific
University's archives librarian, looks over the News-Times'
archives in 2019. The News-Times, in continuous
publication since 1887, keeps its back copies at Pacific.

In June, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland announced a
Federal Indian Boarding School Initiative. While the researchers
found 270 deaths, they also found around 40 remains were never
returned home. The locations of around 50 students are still unaccounted for. Reddick said she hopes the database
can help family members and historians with their own research. "This is only the beginning for many people who may
want to find missing family members. These are aunts and uncles who didn't have children who people might still be
searching for," Reddick said. "Our hope is that we will be contacted by families and tribes who recognize the names."

TAKE ACTION:
Truth, Healing and Accountability for Indigenous Boarding Schools
Recently, Senator Warren and Representative Davids introduced
legislation that would establish a truth and reconciliation
processes which would go a long way toward that goal. The
“Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School
Policies in the United States Act” (S. 2907/H.R. 5444) would
establish a formal commission to investigate and document the
history of Indian Boarding Schools and the ethnocide and
violations of human rights that occurred as a result.
It is time for us as a church, and a nation, to acknowledge and
confess this dark history and support reparations for the cultural,
psychological, theological, and physical damage done. Click here
to take action by sending an email to your officials!
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Have you received your new, consolidated contribution statement?
The Financial Management committee, and especially Patti Hansen, George Converse, Lori Prouty, and myself,
have been working hard to implement these. Now, you can track your giving to CUCC in one document –
whether you give by cash/check, online through the web site, Facebook, or Zelle.
We generated and sent these out for the first three quarters (1/1 through 9/30) in the last week of October. The
default is to send them as email attachments to folks who have email addresses, and by US mail to those who
don’t – if we have physical addresses.
As usual, this first pass did not go entirely smoothly, and we already have a few changes planned before we do
the 2021 statements next January:
Almost everyone was set up as a “household” which is only needed when multiple donors at the same address
want one statement consolidating all their contributions. If this does not describe your situation, let us know and
your next statement will be just for you, not your “household”.
A number of people have already indicated that, while they do have email addresses, they would prefer to
receive their financial statements on paper, in the mail. This is easily done; if you’d like a paper statement let us
know, and we’ll get you a replacement for third quarter, and make sure that your year-end goes by paper, too.
If you’re just now reading about this, and haven’t gotten either an email or a snail-mail statement, then it’s likely
we don’t have either address on file. If you want an emailed statement, get us your email address; if you just
want a paper one, get us your physical address.
And, of course, please do review for accuracy of amounts, name-spellings, and such. We really tried to get
everything nailed down but, well, you know.
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