A Just Peace Congregation

The Good News – February 2022 Newsletter
Dear Clackamas UCC,
February is Black History Month. I think back on my high school experience, and most of the history I was taught
centered around white people. Sadly, people of color rarely made an appearance in my history classes. I fear that
this is still the case. The backlash and fear against Critical Race Theory is evidence of this. Of course, every month
should be Black History Month.
It is easy for me to blame my high school curriculum for not exposing me to more of our black siblings in history. But
here’s my confession - as a 43 year old who considers himself to be a rather woke progressive Christian pastor, I
have a lot of work to do.
I was recently giving a talk on social media about Progressive Christianity. Someone wrote in the comment section
that they would like to know more about the topic and asked for resources. I mentioned names on the tip of my
tongue - Diana Butler Bass, Rob Bell, Brian McLaren - and as I said those three names I quickly noticed a pattern
emerging: I didn’t mention any black or brown theologians.
And so here’s my confession to you - like my high school history class essentially erased black history, I was
essentially erasing black theology.
I noticed it almost immediately, which I should take as improvement. And then I searched my brain and bookshelf
and remembered that I just purchased a wonderful book titled Womanist Midrash: A Reintroduction to the Women
of the Torah and the Throne by Professor Wilda Gafney. “Womanist” refers to the particular perspective of black
women. Unfortunately, black women are frequently silenced in our society, including in theological circles. Wilda
Gafney refuses to be silenced and her book is a game changer in seeking to understand the Hebrew Scriptures.
But I’m noticing that when my progressive Christian friends and I recommend books and resources, we tend to
recommend white theologians. That’s not because only white people engage in topics relevant to progressive
Christianity. It’s because we are blinded by the racism that infects us. But let me make it more personal so that I
don’t project onto my colleagues: I’m blinded by the racism that infects me.
I have been helped a lot with this by our Reckoning with Racism group. We’ve explored topics that were often
ignored or presented in a non-racist light in high school, like the Doctrine of Discovery and Manifest Destiny, along
with land grabs by the US government against our Indigenous siblings.
Racism still infects present day America, of course. The struggle for voting rights might be the most obvious
example at the moment. But the historical policies that fostered racism housing discrimination, disparities in school
funding, and economic oppression continue to affect the United States.
Two years ago, Charlie Hinkle and I had a conversation about racism here in Portland. I always enjoy learning from
Charlie. I encourage you to watch the video by clicking here.
What I continue to learn is that when it comes to racism, it is not enough to call it out in others. I have it deeply
embedded in myself and I need to continue doing the work to manage it within - not to make myself feel guilty.
Goodness - this was embedded into me at an early age. Our black and brown siblings don’t need my guilt. I need to
continue doing the work so that I can cause less harm and hopefully foster a more just and loving world. And that
starts with the only person I can really control, which is myself.
Are you planning to do anything different for Black History Month? If so, I would love to know. Maybe we can do it
together.
Grace and peace, Pastor Adam, adam@c-ucc.org
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Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!
Rev. Norm Bengel – On hospice
Judy Boncaro – Ongoing health issues
Roberta Chaffee – Ongoing health issues and her recent move to The Springs Clackamas on Webster Rd.
Rev. Ann Duffy - Following Dec. surgery
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for a kidney transplant
Junita Kauble – Follow-up after cancer treatment
Lanie Magorian – Following knee replacement surgery
Bernie Nolan - Following hip surgery
Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues
Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues
Elsie Savin – Ongoing health issues
Steven Schroedl – In treatment for autoimmune disease

Prayer Works
If you would like to be included in our weekly prayer chain,
please email Pastor Adam at adam@c-ucc.org.

Thank you!
To Dave Frick-Wright and Jim Paulson for taking down and putting
away the Christmas tree and other decorations. This was originally
scheduled as an all-church event, but was cancelled due to high
Covid numbers.
To the CUCC Financial Management Committee: Patti Hanson,
Jean Herrera, Jeff Pratt, Adam Ericksen, George Converse,
Charlie Hinkle, Suzanne Lacampagne, and Lori Prouty for the
many hours of work preparing the 2022 budget, with extra special thanks to Jeff Pratt, CUCC Treasurer.
To every CUCC Council member for helping to prepare documents and budgets for the January 23
Congregational meeting. See Charlie Hinkle’s meeting summary below.
To the following people who helped paint the preschool classroom: Erika Beseda, Debbie Meyer, Ellery and
David Palanuk, Lori Prouty, Adam and Gavin Ericksen. Also thank you to Lita and Jeff Pratt for providing
donuts! And thank you Jim Paulson for replacing the room’s cove base.
To all of those (some known, some anonymous) who gifted the preschool classroom with items from CE’s Amazon
Wish List and also thanks to those who donated funds for classroom items!
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To all who donated coffee gift cards and healthy snacks to the Bilquist Elementary teachers and
staff, we received the following Big Thanks from Bilquist Elemetary: “We wanted to send you a
belated note of thanks for your generous gift card donations for our staff. As I am sure you can
understand, it is a challenging time right now in schools and nice gestures (like yours) go a long way
towards helping boost morale. Thanks again and please thank your congregants for this support.”
Joel Dunn, Bilquist Principle
To the wonderful ladies who make up the Women’s Circle for raising $1,356 during the modified Christmas Bazaar
and other sales throughout 2021. Since we were unable to hold our normal fundraiser events last year (auction,
luncheons, etc.) these funds were appreciated! As a reminder, Women’s Circle sells their handicrafts and canned
goods all throughout the year. And a special thanks to Michelle Carrier for donating her famous canned sauerkraut
to the Bazaar.
Moderator’s Congregational Meeting Summary
The church constitution requires the church to have an “annual meeting” of the
congregation in January each year. In May 2021, the congregation amended the
constitution to make it clear that whenever necessary, the meeting can be held
remotely, by Internet or telephone hook-up. The folks who founded the church in
1895 might be a little surprised.
So we had our annual meeting on January 23, 2022. We had two main items of business: the proposed budget
for 2022, and a proposal from the Council for using some of the surplus we have accumulated in recent years.
Both of those documents were distributed to all members before the meeting.
After a lively PowerPoint presentation by church treasurer Jeff Pratt, the congregation approved the proposed
budget. Suzanne LaCampagne then presented the proposal for use of surplus funds, which included three
items: purchase of a new playground set, establishing a reserve fund for replacing the roof, and setting aside
some funds to contribute to other charitable organizations that are doing good work consistent with our own
church’s mission statement. The congregation approved this proposal as well.
We hope to have new playground equipment installed this spring. Replacing the roof is a long-range issue. The
current roof is holding up well, but at some point down the road it will have to be replaced. That will be an
expensive proposition, and it seems prudent to start putting some money aside each year to help pay for it
when the time comes.
With respect to contributions to other groups, the Council has received several good suggestions for worthy
recipients, and it will be discussing how best to proceed in the coming months. The Council will report any
decisions it makes to the congregation.
No other business came before the meeting, but we all hope our next congregational meeting can be in person,
with coffee and cookies.
Charlie Hinkle, Moderator
*Meeting Minutes available soon.

2022 CUCC Calendars!
This is a CUCC fundraiser - order for yourself, friends and family they’re great conversation starters. 2022 CUCC calendars featuring our
progressive, thought-provoking sign messages! $20 includes shipping
(3-7 day delivery). Order online on our Merch page, or leave a message
at (503) 654-0741.
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Corey McCadden Day – Tues., Feb. 8
To celebrate the life of Corey McCadden, on Tuesday, February 8, please show your random acts of
kindness, especially to our LGBTQ siblings. We know it's difficult to get out, so if you can't be physically present
with an LGBTQIA sibling, we invite you to explore the Beloved Arise website (a site with information designed
for Christian LGBTQIA teens), watch the music video by Trey Pearson called "Hey Jesus," and also watch this
video by Matthew Vines, author of God and the Gay Christian.
Corey McCadden lived in Clackamas County and died suddenly on February 8, six years ago. Please learn
more about Corey McCadden by watching Larry Kirk's personal testimony during last year's Corey McCadden
Day - click here to watch.

Interested in a UCC Credit Union?
The Pension Board is working to create a UCC Credit Union, and would like to hear from you about whether or not
you would consider opening an account. Please share your opinion by completing this brief survey. Your answers
are essential, as a new credit union charter cannot proceed without a sufficient number of surveys. Click here to
download the survey information.

UCC Daily Devotional
Lest We Burst
Jesus told them this parable: “No one pours new wine into old
wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins; the wine
will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine must
be poured into new wineskins. And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for they say, ‘The old is
better.’” - Luke 5:37-39
Between 2008 and 2019 I led worship approximately twelve hundred times, give or take a hundred. Leading
services three times a week for almost eight years really ran up the numbers. I went from wobbly and nervous to
loose and confident. I’m not boasting, just pointing out that practicing something a thousand times really helps.
Since the pandemic began, I’ve led worship maybe a hundred times. And those one hundred times have been
in at least four or five formats that were new to me: live on Zoom, pre-recorded on YouTube, livestreamed in the
sanctuary, outdoors on the lawn, a hybrid of all the above. I’m back to wobbly and nervous, and I don’t like it. I
miss the old wine of well-known ways of worship. I’ve tasted the new and I would say, “The old is better!”
It’s okay if the time of worship during Covid isn’t your favorite. It’s okay if it doesn’t measure up to what used to
be. No one should expect it to. This is a time of new wine. This time has to be given room to breathe and
expand, to become whatever it will become. Our job as the church is to learn new lessons and strengthen new
muscles. Our job as the church is to stretch and flex.
Because we aren’t the wine. We are the wineskins.
Prayer - God, this time is hard for us. Help us to worship you in beauty and truth, in new ways.
About the Author - John Edgerton is Lead Pastor at First United Church of Oak Park, Illinois.
Thank you, Peg Soliday, for this submission.

Have a Suggestion?
If there are newsletter articles or ideas you’d like to see in our monthly newsletters, they
are always welcome! And send in your photos for Member News so we can see what
people have been up to. Submit to web@c-ucc.org or call the office at (503) 654-0741.
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Bible Study & Prayer Group
Pastor Adam's Bible Study Group meets online via Zoom every Tuesday from 3:30 to 4:30
pm (11 am in-person study has been temporarily halted). The Prayer Group/Check-in
meets via Zoom every Thursday from 4 to 5 pm. You can use your computer or telephone to
join in. To be added to the Zoom list, please email web@c-ucc.org or call (503) 654-0741.
• Tuesday Online Bible Study: 3:30-4:30 pm via Zoom or phone.
• Thursday Prayer Group/Check-in: 4-5 pm via Zoom or phone.
Sign up for our email list here to be notified of these events.

Member News
Catylynn Duff Posts #1 Weight Throw Mark &
Athlete of the Week
Congratulations to Catylynn Duff (Jean and John Herrera’s
granddaughter) who started her 2022 track and field season off with
a bang, posting the No. 1 weight throw mark in the NAIA!
Catylynn earned All-America honors last winter in the weight throw
and shot put with the second-best weight throw mark in College of
Idaho history, placing third in a deep field with a distance of 17.64
meters (57 feet, 10.5 inches), hitting the NAIA automatic standard.
Catylynn Duff #1 Again!
She followed it up with a win in the shot put (12.58 meters / 41 feet,
3.25 inches). And for the ninth time in her College of Idaho career, she was named WVT Laboratory Cascade
Conference Women's Field Athlete of the Week!
Catylynn graduates with her BS degree in May 2022 and is in the process of applying to nursing programs!

Cannon Beach Elk
Lori Prouty shares a recent photo she took at Cannon Beach when
early in the morning a herd of Roosevelt elk appeared running down
the beach in and out of the surf. “It was a beautiful and magical
sight,” said Lori.
Interesting facts: Named after President Theodore Roosevelt,
Roosevelt elk are a major conservation success story. Hunted nearly to
extinction by North Coast settlers in the late 1800s, there were only a
few hundred elk left when conservation efforts began. Now the elk
number in the thousands and if you’re lucky, you may also see this
mesmerizing sight on the beaches of Oregon’s beautiful Pacific Ocean.
Roosevelt Elk at Cannon Beach
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EcoFaith Recovery's Green Circles / Sacred Circle Opportunities
Many of us have been working with Jill Crisci, who has been helping our Reckoning with
Racism group. Jill is a middle school teacher, seminary student, and member in
discernment for ministry in our UCC conference. She is leading two groups that might be of
interest to you. The first is called "Ecofaith Recovery's Green Circles." This is for faith
communities to gather and commit to reading Randy Woodley's new book "Becoming
Rooted." There will be monthly virtual gatherings. You could form a group from our church,
or you could participate with Jill in this event. The second group Jill is leading is called
"Sacred Circles." This is a monthly event for "Friends in Grace." The basic function is
to provide space for spiritual growth and reflection. If you are interested in either of these
opportunities, contact Jill at jillian.m.crisci@gmail.com.

Leave a Google Review for the Church!
One way to help spread our message is to leave a Google Review
about Clackamas UCC. What do you love about Clackamas UCC?
How has the church helped you grow spiritually? You can answer
these types of questions, or just give a 5-star rating. Click here to
leave a review. This will help us with our Google algorithms to get the
message out.

Justice & Witness
Missions Monthly Spotlight: Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon
Each month we will spotlight one of the many local and national non-profit
organizations supported by CUCC and our members. This month we focus on
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon - EMO.
EMO is one of the non-profit organizations regularly supported by CUCC. For 50
years Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon has been advocating for the marginalized
and serving those in need. EMO joins together different faith communities to learn, serve and advocate for
justice, peace and the integrity of creation. They are doing exceptional work in Oregon to resettle refugees,
assist the housing insecure, unite faith leaders, advocate in Salem, feed the hungry, legally represent
immigrants, support the chronically ill, care for creation, and so much more.
Refugee Rapid Response - The recent crisis in Afghanistan has highlighted the urgent need for refugee
resettlement work. In the weeks ahead, thousands of Afghans will arrive in the United States. EMO will be one
of the key organizations in Oregon helping to do the work of supporting those looking for relief from persecution
and discrimination. Do you want to join in helping to welcome Afghans to Oregon? For volunteer opportunities
and more information, please click here.
Faith and the Vaccine - Read the heartbreaking testimony of how Covid-19 brought tragedy to the family of
EMO’s Interim President, The Rev. Andrea R. Cano.

Celebrate Black History Month in Portland
Celebrate African American excellence with music, art, festivals and more.
Published Jan. 21, 2022 by Travel Portland. Find the full list of events at this link.
Every February, Americans of all races and backgrounds celebrate Black History
Month by commemorating iconic civil rights leaders like Martin Luther King Jr.,
Harriet Tubman, and Black History Month’s founder, Carter G. Woodson. Join in
celebrating, honoring and acknowledging Black history in Portland and beyond at
these local events.
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Cascade Festival of African Films - February 4–Mar. 5, Virtual Free Event See Website for Details
The Cascade Festival of African Films will be held virtually in 2022 with a limited number of in-person
screenings. The festival will remain free and open to the public, but films will be shown online. Visit the event
website for more details and the list.
NW Black Comedy Festival - February 17–20, Various Locations See Website for Details
This year’s festival will be taking place at two amazing venues in the heart of Northeast
Portland. Alberta Abbey, a 380-seat historical theater, and Curious Comedy Theater, one
of only two comedy clubs located in Portland. Bigger, Blacker and Funnier with more
showcases and live podcasts than ever before. Eleven showcases, two live podcasts and
over 60 Black comics from all over the world will be in town for four days and hours of laughter!
Portland Jazz Festival - February 17–26, Various Portland Venues See Website for Details
Jumptown, Portland’s raucous jazz scene of the 1940s, is sadly lost, but every year around February (coinciding
with Black History Month), visitors can dive into today’s sea of jazz greats at the PDX Jazz Festival. The festival
honors special jazz anniversaries and legends, along with feature performances by legendary artists. Previous
performers have included the likes of Grammy award-winning bass extraordinaire Stanley Clarke. PDX Jazz
Festival performances — including many free shows — are held at multiple venues across the city every year.
Trail Blazers: Celebration of Black History - Friday, February 21, Moda Center See Website for Details
Join Portland’s NBA team, the Portland Trail Blazers, at their annual Celebration of Black History on Friday,
February 21. This event honors the city’s Black & African American community and celebrates their contributions
across the country. The night will feature special performances, retail items and multiple fundraising efforts
benefiting Black Educational Achievement Movement, a nonprofit whose mission is to build relationships with urban
youth to elevate and acknowledge youth of African descent who are in pursuit of middle school, high school and
post-secondary educational attainment that will prepare them for the global marketplace.
My People’s Market Spotlights Local Entrepreneurs of Color
My People’s Market showcases local entrepreneurs and makers of color, connecting them with industry
professionals and consumers.
Support Black-Owned Restaurants in Portland
Eateries owned by Black Portlanders are featured during August's Support Black-Owned Restaurant Week, but
they shine all year long. These are just a few events for the month, please find the full list at this link.

Pillsbury Boycott
Ainsworth UCC congregation invites all to join them in boycotting Pillsbury because of the atrocities happening to the
Palestinian people every day. A boycott will bring more attention to these atrocities. The General Mills Company, which
now owns the Pillsbury brand, operates a factory in East Jerusalem on Israeli illegally occupied Palestinian land.
The factory is on land allocated to the Palestinians in the 1947
United Nations partition of Palestine. The land agreement has been
violated by the Israelis who have taken permanent military control
over the Palestinians that are legally living on seized territories.
To see how you can help and for more boycott information, click on
the following links or call the office at (503) 654-0741 to request
hard copies:
•
•
•
•

Pillsbury Products
Ways to Boycott
Press Release
Watch this two-minute video by Charlie Pillsbury, the
grandson of the founder of Pillsbury
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Treasurer’s Report – January 30, 2021
Submitted by Jeff Pratt
January usually sees a drop in church income and that was true this year as well.
January (and year-to-date):
Total Income:
Total Expenses:
Net for January:

$ 8,840
$ 12,204
$ (3,364)

Bank Balances (1/30)
General Checking:
Designated Funds:

$ 53,870
$ 21,118

UCF (as of 1/21/22)
Operating Reserves:
Emergency Reserves:
Building (Roof) Fund:

$ 43,565
$ 53,633
$ 3,990

Given the current volatility in financial markets, I’ve paused on transferring from
checking account into Emergency Reserves. FM committee will be meeting to
discuss strategies, given the situation.
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February Calendar
February is Black History Awareness Month
Sunday, February 6 – Communion, Online Worship Service 9 am
Tuesday, February 8 - Corey McCadden Day
Sunday, February 13 – Online Worship Service 9 am, Racial Justice Sunday
Monday, February 14 – Happy Valentine’s Day
Sunday, February 20 – Online Worship Service 9 am
Sunday, February 27 – Online Worship Service 9 am
Online Events:
Sundays at Clackamas
Worship: We have halted our in-person services and will re-evaluate every couple of weeks. Please sign up for our
email list for notifications, check our website, or call the office at (503) 654-0741. Once in-person services resume we
will require proof of vaccinations including booster at the entry door and masks are required. Until then, please
join our live-stream online worship service every Sunday at 9 am on the CUCC Facebook page, or YouTube channel.
If you have prayer requests, please let Pastor Adam know via email at adam@c-ucc.org or by phone (503) 734-6927.
Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: 3:30 - 4:30 pm via *Zoom. You may also call in on your phone to participate. The 11 am in-person study
is halted for now.
Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Choir Practice: Temporarily halted. 6:50 - 8 pm (fully vaccinated only).
Thursdays at Clackamas UCC
Prayer Group/Check-in: Thursdays at 4 pm via *Zoom. You may also call in on your phone to participate.
*To be added to the Zoom list or for more info, please email web@c-ucc.org or call (503) 654-0741.
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