A Just Peace Congregation

The Good News – March 2022 Newsletter
Dear Clackamas UCC,
March is Women’s History Month.
And truth be told, Christianity has a lot to make up for when it comes to its treatment of women.
Certain Bible passages have been used throughout Christian history to marginalize and silence women. This is
tragic on many levels, including the fact that the Bible is actually very pro-women.
Most cultures in the ancient world were patriarchal. Unfortunately, most modern cultures continue to be
patriarchal. The United States still hasn’t had a female president, women make up 8.1% of CEOs on the
Fortune 500 list, and while more religious institutions allow women leaders than ever before, women only make
up 13% of professional clergy.
We still have a long way to go in the United States, but I’d like to talk with you about the Bible.
Indeed, the Bible was written in a patriarchal culture by a bunch of men. But even so, I think we begin to see
throughout the Bible the subversion of that same patriarchy.
Let me give you two of my favorite examples. First, a woman named Huldah. If you or someone you know is
having a girl, you have found her name. (That’s a joke. Please, don’t name her Huldah. It will not go well for
her…) Huldah was a prophet. The king of Israel during that time found a long-lost sacred book in the Temple.
Every scholar I have read thinks the book was Deuteronomy, which became one of the most important books in
the Hebrew Bible.
Everyone knew this book was vitally important, but no priest or prophet could interpret what this new book said.
The high priest at the time, along with four other men, went to Huldah and asked her to explain the book to
them. Huldah taught a bunch of men the meaning of one of the most important books in the Hebrew Bible.
From these stories it’s clear that Huldah was accustomed to speaking the word of God to priests, royal officials,
and told kings what God willed. You can read more about Huldah in 2 Kings 22 and in 2 Chronicles 34.
The second (and there are so many it’s hard to pick!) is Mary of Nazareth. Every Advent season we read from
Mary’s Magnificat. There she says that God is doing something radical in the world - God is bringing down the
powerful from their thrones and lifting up the lowly. God is feeding the hungry with good things and sending the
rich away empty.
Mary calls for a political and economic revolution that would subvert patriarchal systems that benefit the rich
and powerful at the expense of the poor and weak. Sister Elizabeth Johnson wrote, “The Magnificat is a
revolutionary song of salvation whose political, economic, and social dimensions cannot be blunted. People in
need in every society hear a blessing in this canticle. The battered woman, the single parent without resources,
those without food on the table or without even a table, the homeless family, the young abandoned to their own
devices, the old who are discarded: all are encompassed in the hope Mary proclaims.”
Huldah and Mary subvert the patriarchy, and there are so many more women in the Bible who do this, including
Deborah, Rahab, Vashti, Esther, the Queen of Sheba, Mary Magdalene, Phoebe, and Junia. I wonder, who are
some of your favorites? It might be fun to research some women of the Bible this month and let me know what
you find!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Adam
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Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!
Family and friends of Rev. Norm Bengel – Upon his passing February 17
Judy Boncaro – Ongoing health issues
Roberta Chaffee – Ongoing health issues
Rev. Ann Duffy – Following surgery
Lauren Eber – Following Feb. 25 surgery
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for a kidney transplant
Junita Kauble – Follow-up after cancer treatment
Lanie Magorian – Following knee replacement surgery
Bernie Nolan – Following hip surgery
Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues
Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues
Elsie Savin – Ongoing health issues
Steven Schroedl – In treatment for autoimmune disease

Prayer Works
If you would like to be included in our weekly prayer chain,
please email Pastor Adam at adam@c-ucc.org.

UCC Officers Share Prayer for Ukraine
by UCC Leadership | published on Feb 24, 2022
“There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an
abomination to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that
shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that
make haste to run to evil, a false witness who breathes out lies, and
one who sows discord among brothers.” Proverbs 6:16-19
As the attention of the world turns to the ignored cries for peace
from the people of Ukraine, we the officers of the United Church of Christ join our prayers with those of
churches and people of faith all over the globe that the attack against Ukraine will cease. As a Just Peace
Church, the United Church of Christ calls for the de-escalation of violence and a return to diplomatic
negotiations, the only true way conflict ever ceases. We urge our members to pray throughout the day for
peace and protection against the evils of war for the people whose lives and wellbeing are in danger, and to
make this Sunday a day of collective prayer and fasting for a peace that only God can bring.
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Holy God, hear our prayers for all those who will die today because of war in Ukraine and other war-torn
countries all over this world. Grant them an end to the suffering of this world and eternal peace that is only
found in You.
We pray for the people of Ukraine, Russia, and all nations — that war and bloodshed can be avoided and a
new, just peace can be forged out of this crisis. We ask God grant wisdom to the leaders of nations, calling
them to end provocation on all sides and invest instead in “the things that make for peace” as called for in all
our faith traditions (Luke 19:41-2).
We pray for an end to the deep insecurity and mistrust on all sides, and call on leaders to build trust, based not
on military might or alliances, but on the basis of our shared future and common humanity. Now is a time in
which past harm should be acknowledged and addressed, and new partnerships can be envisioned.
We pray for and call on our leaders to have the courage to take small, verifiable, and independent steps toward
peace, inviting others to reciprocate. Now is time to invest in conflict resolution, diplomacy and international
cooperation — not more weapons which only escalate tension in the region.
Be with those suffering in ways that we cannot.
Protect them from devastation in ways those positioned in authority will not. Shield and comfort them as they
confront the terror of violence that surrounds them. Hold them close to your heart and stay the hand of the
enemies against them. Give us the courage and the strength to cry aloud against wickedness in high places
that dare to harm others made in your image.
Comfort the children and heed their cries to be saved from harm in this world.
Make us a people who love our children, all of our children, more than we love greed, power, and control.
Overturn governments of tyranny wherever they are found. Disrupt the intentions of evil and give us power to
stand against demonic forces of greed and control. Grant that peace and justice come to warring nations by the
hands of those courageous enough to stand and study war no more. Let Thy kin-dom come on earth as it is in
heaven, we pray.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
The National Officers of the United Church of Christ,
The Rev. John C. Dorhauer — General Minister and President
The Rev. Traci A. Blackmon — Associate General Minister
The Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson — Associate General Minister

Thank you!
Jim Paulson - for replacing electrical outlets, cove base and for waxing and buffing the
floors in both the preschool classroom and nursery. It took many hours and was a lot of
work! You are so appreciated, Jim!!
Jean Herrera, Debbie Meyer, Dave and Rhonda Frick-Wright, and Jeff Pratt for
continuing to provide beautiful music every week during our services and throughout this
Covid time. We are resuming in-person services March 6 which also means the entire choir will be returning to singing at
the in-person services!
*Do you know someone who deserves a special thank you, please let us know at web@c-ucc.org or call (503) 654-0741.

We’re Hiring a Sunday School Teacher!
We will need a new Sunday school teacher very soon. If you know of anyone who
would be a good fit, or for more information, please have them contact Pastor Adam.
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Ash Wednesday Meditative Service, Wed., March 2, 4-6 pm
Between 4-6 pm we will hold an in-person Ash Wednesday meditation service. Take your time in
the sanctuary as you reflect upon the themes of Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent while
visiting each of the five stations. This is an indoor service, so please wear a mask and be fully
vaccinated. There should be enough space to practice physical distancing. Pastor Adam will be
there to give you ashes, either on your forehead or on your wrist.

In-Person Worship Resumes, Sun., March 6, 10:30 am
Join is Sunday, March 6 at 10:30 am as we resume in-person worship services. We will
wear masks. If you haven’t been fully vaccinated, including boosted, please do so ASAP.
Our Worship and Trustee Committees continue to research the situation to stay on top of
developments. For those of us who are uncomfortable coming in person, we continue to
worship on our Facebook page and YouTube channel at 9 am on Sunday mornings.

Daylight Savings - Turn Clocks Ahead, Sun., March 13, 2 am
Remember to turn your clocks ahead one hour before bedtime on Saturday, March 12
so you’ll be on time for church Sunday morning!

Council Meeting - Sun., March 13
CUCC Council will meet at church following the 10:30 am worship service on March 13. We will meet in person with the
option to participate via Zoom or phone. If you are on Council, please plan to attend. Remember that at CUCC, you do
not need to be an official Council member to participate in meetings. We have an open invitation to attend.

Art & Spirit Circle - Mon., March 21, 7 pm
Join us as Debbie Meyer teaches us stenciling on tea towels nice enough to give as a gift or keep for
yourself. They sold out quickly at our mini bazaar earlier this year. Art & Spirit Circle is always great fun!
Please bring $5 for supplies. Vaccines required.

UCC Webinar:
Restoring Nature - What People of Faith Can Do
to Heal the Earth, Wed., March 23, 10 am PT
Douglas Tallamy’s books have awakened thousands to the problem of
wildlife decline and the solution that resides in habitat restoration. This
is a solution of which you and your faith community can be a part. The
solution can be as close as your backyard or the property surrounding
your place of worship. In this webinar, Tallamy will outline the crisis
faced and what we can do in response. Even if you can’t make the scheduled time of 10 am PT (1 pm ET) on
Wednesday, March 23, still sign-up, and they will send you a recording. Register now!
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The Springs at Clackamas Woods is Hiring!
• Caregivers and Housekeepers, full and part-time,
competitive pay, great benefits
• Previous caregiving experience desired but not required
• Salary and more information, including how to apply, click
this link or contact Vik Roberts, Staff Coordinator, at
vroberts@thespringsliving.com, (503) 713-1262
The Springs at Clackamas Woods is located a half mile from CUCC at 14404 SE Webster Rd, Milwaukie.

Pick Up Calendars at CUCC
Calendars will be available at church for $15
beginning Sunday, March 6, when we return to inperson worship. You can also order online and have
them mailed for $20 (includes shipping).

Member News
Rev. Norm Bengel’s Passing
It is with heavy hearts that we share the news that Rev. Norm Bengel passed
away on February 17 at the age of 93. Norm served as pastor at Clackamas UCC
from 1962-1967. He was a joyful spirit who worked tirelessly for a more just world.
After serving at Clackamas UCC, Norm had another calling - to help Portland
Public Schools become more thoughtful and just towards students, but especially
toward BIPOC students. Norm also served for many years on the Wilsonville City
Board. Those who knew Norm were blessed by his joyful and kind spirit. We pray
for Norm, his beloved wife Barbara of 66 years, and their family.
We give thanks to God for Norm's life and his witness to the God of love and
justice. And we know, along with Romans 8, that nothing in this world, not even
death, can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. A memorial service is currently pending. Cards
and condolences may be sent to Barbara Bengel, Norm's spouse of 66 years at 3550 S. Bond Avenue, Apt.
1203, Portland, Oregon 97239.
Rev. Norm Bengel

A Beautiful Quilted Gift
This spectacular quilt was created specifically for our recent
graduate, Erik Brinkley, as a college graduation gift. It's been
years in the making from his aunt and Amy Brinkley’s sister-inlaw, Susan Barton.
The pattern is called whirligig. Look at all of the mitered corners
in this pattern - an amazing piece of art!

Erik Brinkley
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Save the Date: UCC Regional Women’s Retreat Nov. 4, 5, 6
Save the date as The UCC Northwest Regional Women’s Retreat
welcomes women to Salishan Resort on the Oregon coast for our
regional retreat November 4, 5, 6, 2022. Explore the website for
information on speakers, workshops, venue and registration. For
questions, please email Carol Kiriluk, or any member of the committee
listed on the website.

Leave a Google Review for the Church!
One way to help spread our message is to leave a Google Review about Clackamas UCC.
What do you love about Clackamas UCC? How has the church helped you grow spiritually?
You can answer these types of questions, or just give a 5-star rating. Click here to leave a
review. This will help us with our Google algorithms to get the message out.

Justice & Witness
Ukraine - What Can You Do to Help?
As Ukraine declared a nationwide state of emergency last week,
UNICEF appealed to all warring parties to allow full humanitarian
access to families and children who have long suffered the
adverse effects of the protracted conflict in the country — and
whose lives and well-being are now under even greater threat.
"Heavy weapons fire along the line of contact has already
damaged critical water infrastructure and education facilities in
recent days," UNICEF Executive Director Catherine M. Russell
said in a Feb. 24 statement. "Unless the fighting subsides, tens
of thousands of families could be displaced, dramatically
escalating humanitarian needs."
If you can help the people of Ukraine, UNICEF is working to
protect the children. You can help by donating to UNICEF at this
link or mail a check payable to the U.S. Fund for UNICEF to:
U.S. Fund for UNICEF, 125 Maiden Lane, New York, NY 10038.

Missions Monthly Spotlight: One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing carries God’s message of love and hope to
people in crisis. The UCC works with international partners to provide
sources of clean water, food, education and health care, small business
micro-credit, advocacy and resettlement for refugees and displaced
persons, and emergency relief and rehabilitation. One Great Hour of
Sharing also supports domestic and international ministries for disaster preparedness and response. For more
information, click here.
You can donate online, or mail a check to CUCC, PO Box 2562, Clackamas, OR 97015. Make sure to select or
make a note of how much of your donation is for OGHS.
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From Kingdom to Kin-dom — and Beyond
by Reta Halteman Finger

Christian Feminism Today

It all started with a simple question among members on the EEWC-CFT group
email list. Alena wanted to know who first coined the term “kin-dom” to replace the
male-oriented, imperialistic word “kingdom” that we find in the Lord’s Prayer and
elsewhere in the New Testament. It grew into an extended online conversation
about use of language—even though, during the discussion, we never did settle on
a definitive answer to the question about the origin of “kin-dom” — a term many
Christian feminists have been using for several decades.
Why the concern over kingdom terminology? In the NRSV, the whole sentence in
the Lord’s Prayer reads:
“Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.”
This is actually a radical political statement. It is Jesus’ alternative to the Roman
Empire. It is asking God to set up God’s reign on earth instead of the martial, stratified, and repressive reign of
Caesar. (It is, I might add, the same idea that Paul is working with in 1 Corinthians—see “Reta’s Reflections”
blog on this website.)
The word “kingdom” is used here because the statement is political, and there is no alternative term in that world—
even though God’s reign through Jesus is radically upside down from Caesar’s and not at all martial or imperialist.
A New Society
We should also note that Jesus envisions God’s reign (or New Society) to take place on earth, not in some
faraway heaven. This is consistent with all the Gospels, Paul, Revelation, and as far as I know, the whole New
Testament. Thus one cannot escape political connotations.
I think “kin-dom” is a good word and better reflects the kind of society Jesus envisions—as a shared community of
equals who serve each other. But in the political context of that day, and in the literary context of the sentence, the
term “kingdom” was easily understood—as well as in the 1600s when the King James Bible was translated.
But in the larger context of the New Testament, both “kin-dom” and “kingdom” make sense. The Apostle Paul
plants small house churches, and when he writes to them, he calls them adelphoi—sisters and brothers—united
in a kin-group not by blood but in a common loyalty to the Lord Jesus, over against the Lord Caesar. To these
tiny outposts, Paul promises the coming victory of God over all other empires, through the return of his
representative, Jesus. This is an excerpt - click here to read the full article.

Fred Meyer Launches Loop Reusable Product Containers at 25 Portland Stores
Russell Redman 1 | Feb 24, 2022

The Kroger Co. has rolled out products with Loop reusable packaging to 25 Fred
Meyer stores in Portland. Customers at participating stores can now buy from an
assortment of more than 20 food and household products — including such brands
as Arbor Teas, Cascade, Clorox, Gerber, Nature’s Heart, Nature’s Path, Pantene,
Seventh Generation, Stubb’s and Kroger’s Simple Truth private label — packaged in
Loop containers, Kroger and Loop US LLC said yesterday. Plans call for more brands
to be added to the Loop product portfolio in the coming months.
Products available via Loop come in refillable glass or metal containers. After a customer uses the products, they return
the empty packaging to the Loop collection bin located at each store. Loop then retrieves the containers for
cleaning, refilling and reuse in new shopper purchases. Customers are charged a small packaging deposit upon
purchase but receive a full refund once the container is returned. Learn more about the program at Explore Loop.
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St. Patrick’s Breastplate:

The prayer of Ireland's patron saint. A
Christian hymn whose original old Irish
lyrics were traditionally attributed to
Saint Patrick and his Irish ministry in
the 5th century.
It is written in the style of a druidic
incantation for protection on a journey
and part of the Liber Hymnorum, a
collection of hymns found in two
manuscripts kept in Dublin.

Treasurer’s Report – February 28, 2021
Submitted by Jeff Pratt

We were in the black for February but still behind year-to-date.

Total Income:
Total Expenses:
Net:

February

Year-to-date

$ 13,097
$ 11,780
$ 1,317

$ 22,192
$ 24,162
$ (1,970)

Bank Balances (2/28)
General Checking:
Designated Funds:

$ 55,458
$ 20,128

UCF (as of 2/25/22)
Operating Reserves:
Emergency Reserves:
Building (Roof) Fund:

$ 42,239
$ 52,116
$ 3,869

Although the UCF investment portfolio is quite solid (and environmentally responsible), our account
values have declined, along with all equity investments since the first of the year. Transfer of funds is
still on hold at this time, until there may be indications of better stability. Long-term, we should see
better returns over time.
We’re expecting March expenses to be up a bit, as we’ll be catching up on the “pre-fund music director”
set-aside for the first quarter ($ 3,000).
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March Calendar

www.history.com/topics/womens-history

March is Women’s History Month
Wednesday, March 2 – Ash Wednesday Meditative Service 4-6 pm
Sunday, March 6 – In-Person Worship Services Resume 10:30 am; Online Service 9 am
Sunday, March 13 – DAYLIGHT SAVINGS; In-Person Service 10:30 am; Online Service 9 am; Council Meeting
Thursday, March 17 – Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
Sunday, March 20 – In-Person Service 10:30 am; Online Service 9 am
Monday, March 21 – Art & Spirit Circle 7 pm
Wednesday, March 23 – Webinar: Restoring Nature 10 am PT
Sunday, March 27 – In-Person Service 10:30 am; Online Service 9 am
Online Events:
Sundays at Clackamas
Worship: We have resumed our 10:30 am in-person. We will require masks and proof of vaccinations including
booster at the entry door. You may also join our live-stream online worship service every Sunday at 9 am on the
CUCC Facebook page, or YouTube channel. If you have prayer requests, please let Pastor Adam know via email at
adam@c-ucc.org or by phone (503) 734-6927.
Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: 3:30 - 4:30 pm via *Zoom. You may also call in on your phone to participate. The 11 am in-person study
is halted for now.
Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Choir Practice: 6:50 - 8 pm (fully vaccinated and masked only).
Thursdays at Clackamas UCC
Prayer Group/Check-in: Thursdays at 4 pm via *Zoom. You may also call in on your phone to participate.
*To be added to the Zoom list or for more info, please email web@c-ucc.org or call (503) 654-0741.
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