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  A Just Peace Congregation   

 The Good News – May 2022 Newsletter 

 

Dear Clackamas UCC 

Do you believe in the resurrection? 

This question pops up on my social media frequently, but especially during Easter. People have all kinds of answers 
and people tend to think that their view is right and that anyone else is wrong, or even stupid. I’m sure you’ve heard of 
some of them, including:  

• Jesus was literally resurrected in his body 

• Jesus was resurrected as a ghost 

• The disciples made up the story to make themselves feel better 

• The disciples had a hallucination of Jesus 

• The disciples took Jesus down from the cross before he died and resuscitated him 
 

There are many other explanations. If you want to know what I believe, feel free to ask me at any time. 

But to tell you the truth, at this point in my life, I’m not interested in this debate. I think that’s because the debate about 
whether Jesus was literally raised from the dead distracts us from the point of the resurrection stories in the Gospels. 

For example, in John 20:19-31, the resurrected Jesus appears to his disciples, who are hiding in a locked room. They 
are afraid that the authorities who killed Jesus might come after them, too. But then Jesus appears in their midst.  

Now, how would you respond if you were in their shoes? After all, they just abandoned and betrayed Jesus to his 
death - and now he is in their midst. Personally, I would be freaking out. I would be so scared that this ghost or 
zombie or whatever it is has come back to haunt me, or worse, exact some revenge against me. 

But that’s not what happens. Instead, the resurrected Jesus repeats the phrase, “Peace be with you.” And then 
he says, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.” 

We typically understand this as Jesus giving the disciples power over who deserves to be forgiven and go to heaven 
and who deserves to go to hell. But that is to miss the point. The disciples didn’t deserve forgiveness. Jesus just 
forgave them by offering them peace. And now Jesus has a mission for them, to get on with the business of forgiving 
others, because if they don’t then people won’t experience God’s forgiveness. And we all need to experience God’s 
forgiveness. So Jesus tells the disciples to get to work! 

Notice that Jesus doesn’t send them on a mission to retaliate against the religious or political authorities who killed 
Jesus. There is no hint of divine revenge in the resurrection accounts. Instead, there is only divine forgiveness, 
peace, and love. 

So, I’m no longer interested if people believe in the literal resurrection of Jesus’ body. Instead, I’d much rather people 
believe that the resurrection stories tell us something true about what God is like: That even when we do our worst to 
God - kill Jesus, i.e., God in the flesh - that God comes back, not in vengeance, but in the spirit of forgiveness. 

To me, that is a God worth believing in.    

Grace and peace,  
Pastor Adam 
adam@c-ucc.org
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Prayer Requests 
Keep the following folks in your prayers!  

Judy Boncaro – Ongoing health issues 

Donna Brown (friend of Nancy Provost) – Healing from cancer 

Roberta Chaffee – Ongoing health issues 

Sandra Collar – Recovering from a broken knee after falling 

Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for a kidney transplant 

Evan Kallak (nephew of Nancy Provost) – for the sudden loss of his father, Rod Niemann 

Junita Kauble – Follow-up after cancer treatment 

Suzanne Lacampagne – Following broken leg and for swift healing while in rehab 

Clara Lamaster – Following broken arm from a fall 

Deb Niemann (sister of Nancy Provost) – Upon the sudden loss of her husband, Rod Niemann 

Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues 

Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues 

Elsie Savin – Ongoing health issues 

Hermanese Sims (best friend of Judy Boncaro) – Upon the death of her youngest sister 

Steven Schroedl – In treatment for autoimmune disease 

 

Thank you! 

• Thank you to members of the Nominating Committee, Lita 
Pratt, Raleen Hungate, Jeff Pratt, Jean Herrera, and Abby 
Kempf for their work on nominating individuals to fill 
committee and officer positions for the 2022/2023 year. These 
positions will be voted upon at the upcoming Congregational 
meeting on May 15.  

• Thank you to Cat Cooper, Beverly Johnson and Amy 
Brinkley for arranging the beautiful altar flowers on Easter 
Sunday, Joyce Steiner and Janice Straub for providing the 
flower clippings, and Erika Beseda for setting up Easter 
communion and for the special Easter display. 

• Thanks to Jim Paulson for installing new base cove and 
waxed the floors in the office. You are so appreciated, Jim!  

• Thank you Clackamas River Brass Quintet for your 
beautiful performance during our May 1st in-person service! 

• Thank you to members of the Christian Ed Committee for  
 
*Do you know someone who deserves a special thank you, please 
let us know at web@c-ucc.org or call (503) 654-0741.  

Beautiful Easter display by Erika Beseda 



  

2022 Easter Sunday!  
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Community Garden Opens @ CUCC  

The Aspire Together community garden officially opened on 
April 23! This community garden is for people who are 
differently abled. If you are in a wheelchair, experience 
autism, Downs Syndrome, or need any other support this 
garden is for you! Many vegetables and plants have already 
started growing. 
Take a look at their website then come see the garden in 
person on the church property. If you’d like more information 
or want to volunteer, please visit their social media accounts: 
Website: aspiretogethernonprofit.com, Facebook, Instagram 

.  
 
 
 
 



  

Meet our New Sunday School & Preschool Teachers! 
We are excited to introduce our new Sunday school teachers, McKenna Sims and Gigi Whisler! Be sure to 
introduce yourself and find out more about our growing children’s program. Please help us to spread the word 
because we believe our kids are going to change this world!    

McKenna Sims teaches our 1st through 6th grade students and comes to us with 
many years’ experience working with children of all ages. She grew up attending a 
large/mega church helping in the 20+ Sunday school classrooms where her mother 
was CE director. McKenna is the co-founder of Students for Equity and Advocacy in 
STEM to address inequality and disparities for historically underrepresented groups. 
She currently works with Boundless Brilliance as the Director of Programs designing 
and implementing hands-on science curriculum for elementary school students in an 
effort to close the gender gap in STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics).  
Gigi Whisler will be in our nursery/preschool room; she also has many years of 
experience working with kids of all ages and a range of disabilities. She grew up 
attending church and working with the children where her father was the pastor. Gigi 
currently works directly with K-5 students for the North Clackamas School District as an 
after-school program instructor. She will graduate from the Milwaukie Academy of the 
Arts with specialty classes in art, childcare, healthcare, psychology, Spanish, and ASL.  
As progressive Christians, our children’s program focuses on the teachings of Jesus, 
the Bible, and other wisdom stories. We teach interdependence, justice issues, self-
awareness, respect for nature, stillness, forgiveness, prayer, meditation, and integrity. 

All CUCC teachers are required to pass thorough background checks, have first aid and CPR training certifications, and are supervised by our 
Christian Education Committee. You will find our Church-Safe Policy posted on the bulletin board outside of our preschool room. 

 
Joel Ekdahl, Guest Speaker  
Sun., May 15, 10:30 am 
Join us to welcome Joel Ekdahl as our guest speaker on 
Sunday, May 15 at 10:30 am while Pastor Adam is off.  
Joel is an educator teaching English at Canby High School and 
is actively involved in many social justice issues in our 
communities. He speaks with a unique understanding of God’s 
love for all and shares in the progressive Christian movement 
that has changed his life. It is a treat to hear Joel speak. You will 
not want to miss this day.  
 
 
 

 
Congregational Meeting - Sun. May 15, 11:30 am  

We will hold a brief Congregational Meeting on Sunday, May 15, immediately following our 10:30 service to 
elect officers for the year beginning September 1, 2022. Please plan to attend.  

McKenna Sims, 1st - 6th grade 

Gigi Whisler 
Preschool/Nursery 

Joel Ekdahl & Friend 



  

Art & Spirit Circle  

Cross Stitch Bookmarks - Mon., May 16, 7 pm 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall Monday, May 16 at 7 pm to learn how to make 
counted cross-stitch bookmarks with Debbie Meyer! You will be provided blank 
bookmark cloth, needle, pattern of your choice, and embroidery floss. Either use a 
provided kit with pattern and floss already prepared, or choose your own color floss 
from Debbie’s collection (pretty much any color that DMC makes). If you prefer, bring 
your own pattern. Another option is to make your pattern in a 3” hoop. No cost; 
donations accepted. 

Don’t think you’re crafty? Come anyway for fun conversation. We meet the third 
Monday of every month with a different project.  
 
 

Book Club - Thurs. May 19, 10:30 - 1 pm 
The CUCC Book Club is held every third Thursday of the month through 
December. Everyone is welcome whether or not you have a book to share. It 
is as much about fellowship as the books we read. Please contact Peg Soliday 
if you have questions: peggysoliday251@gmail.com, (503) 305-8824 (home), 
(503) 559-6731 (cell).  

Time: 10:30 – 12:00 Book Club; 12:00 – 1:00 Brown Bag Lunch 
Bring: A book that you may have read during the pandemic 
Please bring recommendations of books and/or authors so we may choose 
reading selections.  

 

 

Art Class: Revisiting Our Gardens with a 

Spiritual Focus - Thurs. May 19 or Fri. May 20 

At times, our gardening and landscaping tasks can feel daunting 
and more like drudgery than uplifting. We’ll revisit our gardens 
with a spiritual focus - shining a new light on our care of our 
piece of the earth. Join us in exploring ways we can experience 
joy and renewal through our personal gardens and public 
gardens. Participants are encouraged to bring a photo of one of 
their favorite garden spaces or a poem/prayer about the garden 
that can be shared with the group. 

“While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night 
shall not cease.” Genesis 8:22 

Dates: Thursday, May 19 from 3:30-5 pm OR Friday, May 20 from 10:30am -12:00 pm 
Led by: Denise Andersen  |  Cost: $20 per person 
Location: Franciscan Spiritual Center (former Marylhurst College Campus) St. Catherine Hall/Clark Commons, 
3159 Furman Dr., Marylhurst, OR 97036     
 
 REGISTER here or call 503-794-8542.  
 
 

mailto:peggysoliday251@gmail.com
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=13455994&appointmentType=32303715


  

Nooma Video Series Discussions Continue - Mondays at 4 pm PT 

Our Lenten discussions based on Rob Bell’s video series, Nooma, has been extended! Pastor Adam will continue this 
discussion series every Monday at 4 pm PT on Zoom. In the New Testament, the word "pneuma" is the word for 
Spirit. Each video in this series has something to do with Christian spirituality. You can join the discussions on Zoom 
by clicking here. Look for the schedule and video links in our weekly email. Sign up for emails at this link.  

 
 

NAMI Walk Portland - Sunday, May 22, 1 pm 
The National Alliance for Mental Illness annual walk fundraiser is Sunday, May 22. 
Registration starts at 12 pm, walk begins at 1 pm. NAMI does great things for our 
community! For more information click here. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Rummage & Bake Sale - Postponed to June 17/18  
We need volunteers to help make this fundraiser a great success! We will be 
setting up tables and sorting donations on Sunday, June 12 and Thursday, June 
16. Please see Jan Straub or Joyce Steiner for more information or to volunteer. 
And watch your email soon for an online sign-up sheet.  

 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

Annual Church Picnic - Sunday, July 10  
Annual church picnic at Charlie Hinkle’s house on the beautiful Willamette river! 
ALWAYS a good time, food, fellowship, and a GREAT swimming pool! Bring your 
family, towel, sunscreen and a dish to share. Picnic follows our 10:30 am service.  

 

CUCC High School/College Graduate Fund 
Every year in June we give our high school and college graduates a small 
monetary congratulations gift. If you’d like to help contribute to our Graduate 
Fund, please donate online by selecting “Graduate Fund” in the drop-down 
menu, or mail a check to CUCC, PO Box 2562, Clackamas, OR 97015, mark 
“Graduate Fund” on the check.  

 

2022 Fundraiser Calendar 
We still have plenty of our 2022 fundraiser calendars for sale. Even though 
we’re in the month of May, these iconic sign messages are relevant all year 
round and it’s a great fundraiser for us. They are full of Christians messages 
about God’s love for all and God’s desire for a more loving and just world. 
Order your calendar on our website for $20, or purchase in person on Sunday 
mornings for $15.  

 

 

 

 
Jessica Gonzalez in Philadelphia  

loving her calendar 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7771597953?pwd=bHdFVXY2bnRIZnFmc0dYZkc3elJpdz09
https://c-ucc.org/sign-up-to-receive-our-emails/
https://www.namiwalks.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=1193
mailto:janice12211940@gmail.com
mailto:joycesteiner2112@gmail.com
https://c-ucc.org/giving/


  

Member News 
Wilcox Family Update  
The Wilcox family is growing! This photo taken earlier this 
year was the first time the family had all been together in 
seven years. Elaine and Tim moved back to Oregon and 
recently bought a house in Tualatin. Catherine and Abdul 
were here visiting from their home in Paris. Tami and Brian 
are busy being grandparents to three little ones. Nice to see 
them all together!  

 

 

 

 
CUCC Across the Country 
Two of our families from online services (including Bible 
Study and Discussion sessions on ZOOM) met up in Rhode 
Island recently as Micheal's family was checking out some 
colleges! Melanie and Gail in Rhode Island and Michael and 
his family from Florida!! Our world keeps getting smaller in 
amazing ways!  

 

 

 

 

Justice & Witness 
Youth v. Gov - Youth for a Livable Planet - Netflix beginning April 29 

Youth v. Gov is the film documentary of the 
Juliana v. The United States of America 
constitutional lawsuit and the 21 American 
youth, ages 14 to 25, who claim that young 
people have the legal and constitutional right 
to a livable future planet. Ongoing lawsuits in 
many states and countries are based on the 
idea of holding nature in trust for future 
generations.  

Since 2015, the legal non-profit Our 
Children’s Trust (located in Eugene, Oregon!), has been representing these youth in their landmark case 
against the U.S. government for violating their constitutional rights to life, liberty, personal safety, and property 
through their willful actions in creating the climate crisis they will inherit. 

Many people joined groups during Earth Week and together watched Youth v. Gov. If you weren’t able to watch 
with a group, it is available to watch on Netflix starting April 29.  

  

https://www.youthvgov.org/
https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/
https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/


  

Missions Monthly Spotlight: Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice  

Founded in 2006, Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice (IMIrJ) is in 
relationship with leaders from over 140 congregations throughout the state 
of Oregon. Made up of diverse faith communities, faith leaders, and 
individuals, IMIrJ works to respond actively and publicly to the suffering of 
our immigrant siblings in the U.S. due to unjust immigration policies. 
Through advocacy, accompaniment, and organizing, they expose the 
harm that these policies and actions inflict on the entire community and 
take radical action for the transformation of power, providing real 
opportunities to take action for change. IMIrJ opens hearts to provide 

welcome and accompaniment to people facing persecution and oppression, and open doors to offer Sanctuary for 
immigrants faced with family separation, detention, and/or deportation. 

Clackamas UCC strongly supports the work of IMIrJ. For more information on IMIrJ, click this link. 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report – April 30, 2022 
Submitted by Jeff Pratt 

We are finally “above water” for 2022.   

       April           Year-to-date 

Total Income:  $ 20,871  $ 53,142 

Total Expenses:  $ 12,009  $ 51,713 

Net:   $    8,862  $    1,429 

 

Bank Balances (4/30) 
General Checking: $ 46,421 

Designated Funds: $ 24,096 

UCF (as of 4/28/22) 

Operating Reserves: $ 40,217 

Emergency Reserves: $ 49,529 

Building (Roof) Fund: $   3,683 

OGHS collection for 2022 was $ 1,615.  It has been sent to the Conference Office. 

We’ve collected a little over $ 54 for King’s Cupboard. 

Water-for-Life collection was $ 443. 

Thanks to all who contributed to Food Resources (after Adam’s appeal). We brought in more than enough to 

cover what we spent for Easter, and have a balance of $ 840. We’ll be doing this again for Thanksgiving and 

Christmas, so it’s nice to have a head-start on those costs. 

 

 

 

New Website at CPC-UCC 

https://www.imirj.org/


  

 

Check out the UCC Central Pacific Conference’s beautiful new website at cpcucc.org! If you’re looking for a UCC 
church in your area look for the Find A Church tab on the menu, or check out their monthly On the Way Newsletter.  

 

Turkey & Ham Giveaway Update! 

Big thanks to Charlie, Larry, Abby, Alison, Alesia, Lita, and Jeff who handed out 60 turkeys and hams to 
people in need for Easter! Wonderful work! Turkeys and hams were more expensive this year, and we ran out 
of funds in our food resources budget (actually $550 in the hole) but people got the word and quickly donated 
enough to cover all the food, plus a balance to use on the next food giveaway - thank you!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cpcucc.org/


May Calendar 

Sunday, May 1 – Online Service 8:30 am, Zoom Coffee Hour 9:30 am, In-Person Service 10:30 am, Communion; Clackamas 
River Brass Quintet performs during in-person service, Council Meeting 

Monday, May 2 – Nooma Conversations 4 pm via Zoom 

Sunday, May 8 – Online Service 8:30 am, Zoom Coffee Hour 9:30 am, In-Person Service 10:30 am, Mother’s Day 

Monday, May 9 – Nooma Conversations 4 pm via Zoom 

Sunday, May 15 – Online Service 8:30 am, Zoom Coffee Hour 9:30 am, In-Person Service 10:30 am, Joel Ekdahl Guest 
Speaker, Pastor Adam off, Brief Congregational Meeting after worship 

Monday, May 16 – Nooma Conversations 4 pm via Zoom, Art & Spirit Circle 7 pm 

Thursday, May 19 – Book Club 10:30 am 

Thursday, May 19 or Friday, May 20 – Class: Revisiting Our Gardens/Spiritual Focus, Franciscan Spiritual Center (details inside) 

Sunday, May 22 – Online Service 8:30 am, Zoom Coffee Hour 9:30 am, In-Person Service 10:30 am, NAMI Walk Portland 1 pm 

Sunday, May 29 – Online Service 8:30 am, Zoom Coffee Hour 9:30 am, In-Person Service 10:30 am 

Weekly Events: 
Sundays at Clackamas 
Worship: 10:30 am in-person service. We will require masks and proof of vaccinations at the entry door. You may also join 
our live-stream online worship service every Sunday at 8:30 am on the CUCC Facebook page, or YouTube channel. If you have 
prayer requests, please let Pastor Adam know via email at adam@c-ucc.org or by phone (503) 734-6927. 

Mondays at Clackamas UCC 
Class With Adam: 4 pm via Zoom. Nooma Rob Bell Video Series Discussions (details inside) 

Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC 
Bible Study: 3:30 - 4:30 pm via Zoom. You may also call in on your phone to participate. 

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC 
Women’s Sewing Circle: 10 am - 1 pm (bring sack lunch). 

Choir Practice: 6:50 - 8 pm (fully vaccinated). 

Thursdays at Clackamas UCC 
Prayer Group/Check-in: Thursdays at 4 pm via Zoom. You may also call in on your phone to participate. 

https://www.facebook.com/ClackamasUnitedChurchofChrist
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJUoRkWcFPcPLgBCEm1LUPg/videos
mailto:adam@c-ucc.org
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