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  A Just Peace Congregation   
 The Good News – August 2022 Newsletter 
Dear Clackamas UCC, 
Last month I went to a week-long conference at Corrymeela, a retreat center in 
Northern Ireland.  
Northern Ireland had been plagued by violence since the mid 20th century. It’s a bit 
complicated, but here’s the cause - Northern Ireland is part of the United Kingdom.  
The majority population is Protestant and the Protestants want to stay as part of the UK. 
But the rest of Ireland is its own autonomous Republic. It’s largely Catholic.  
The problem in Northern Ireland is that the minority Catholic population generally wants unity with the Republic of Ireland 
and the Protestants want to stay in the UK. 
The period from the 1960s to 1998 is known in Northern Ireland as “The Troubles.” Protestants and Catholics terrorized 
each other with bombings and killings and vandalism. Violence escalated out of control. No one trusted anyone. No one 
wanted to give an inch, because if you give an inch, the other side will take a mile. 
During this time, a man named Ray Davey wanted to create a retreat center where Protestants and Catholics who 
desired peace could work together to solve their problems. Davey was a chaplain during WWII, was captured and 
became a prisoner of war in Dresden. While there, he witnessed the bombing of that city. He discovered the futility of 
violence in that moment. 
He survived the bombing and moved to Northern Ireland, where he created Corrymeela. Since then, the retreat center 
has invited people of all faiths and no faiths to gather to discuss the problems facing our world. 
The conference was good. I met many new people and developed friendships. I wish I came away from the conference 
with answers to our problems. If only there was an article they gave me that I could share with you called, “The 10 Steps 
to Peace in Your Life.” But I’m afraid that didn’t happen. 
A lot of the conference centered around listening to one another’s stories. Who are you? Where did you come from? 
What are your core values? And, maybe most important, who are the people who have formed you? 
We live in a world where trust seems to be fading away. The lack of trust was a major factor that threatened to destroy 
Northern Ireland. Movements like Corrymeela helped people build trust by opening space for people to share their 
stories and dreams for the future. 

We live in difficult times. But we also live in good times. Our church is 
part of the good times for me. While I was away, I frequently thought of 
our community. Corrymeela is good, but I am so proud to be part of 
our community here at Clackamas UCC. No doubt, it’s been a difficult 
few years. We’ve gotten through it with many struggles, including 
some conflicts. But we’ve gotten through it. And we will continue to get 
through it. I hope that in the next few months, we can continue to listen 
to one another and to the Spirit that unites us and guides us into an 
even better future.  
As always, if you want to talk or have any questions, feel free to 
contact me at the email below. 
 

 
  Grace and peace, Pastor Adam 
  adam@c-ucc.org 
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Prayer Requests 
Keep the following folks in your prayers!  

Judy Boncaro – Ongoing health issues and cataract surgery 
Roberta Chaffee – Ongoing health issues 

Cathy Cooper & Family – Following the passing of her mother, Darlene Scragg 
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for kidney transplant 

Patti Hanson – Following the recent passing of her friend, Sue Miller 
Junita Kauble – Follow-up after cancer treatment 

Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues 
Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues 

Elsie Savin – Ongoing health issues 
Steven Schroedl – In treatment for autoimmune disease 

 
 
• Thank you to all volunteers who shopped for and handed out food at the July hot dog/hamburger 

give away: Michael Savin, Jeff Pratt, Abby Kempf, Suzanne Lacampagne, Lily Logan Goff, 
Leslie Thomas, Pastor Adam and Lori Prouty. If we missed your name, thank you, too! 

• Thank you Charlie Hinkle for hosting another fun picnic at your beautiful home on the Willamette 
River. We’re so happy to be back at it again!  

• Thank you to Amy Brinkley and Lori Prouty for sprucing up areas of the church in preparation 
for weddings!  

• Thank you Trustees for keeping up with the weekly summer grounds maintenance of trimming 
bushes, cutting lawns and looking nice!  

 Traditional Irish breakfast at Corrymeela in beautiful Northern Ireland! 
 



Member News 
Update from Gary McClain 

As most of us know, Gary McClain moved from Portland to Neskowin a 
few years ago. We’re happy to have the following update from Gary. 
“I’m OK, have  a number of friends here in the village. I’m a pretty active 
member of the Nestucca Valley Presbyterian Church in Pacific City, 
serving on what the Presbyterians call session. That’s the equivalent of a 
board of directors. It’s an active small church with a strong orientation 
toward community involvement and service. 
“I am, also, on the board of trustees for a small independent school, 
grades k-8 with a pre-k added for the forthcoming school year-Neskowin 
Valley School. 
‘I see from the emails I get that CUCC is very active with a number of 
new people and quite a growth in membership. Best wishes to you, tell 
my CUCC friends hello.” Gary 
 
 

 
Church Picnic 2022 Fun!  

Thank you Charlie Hinkle for opening your home 
and lovely swimming pool for our church picnic! It 
was wonderful to be back together at your beautiful 
home on the Willamette River after not holding 
picnics for the last two years. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie Hinkle Abroad!  

It’s always fun to hear about Charlie Hinkle’s trips abroad. Here is a summary of his wonderful, but unintentionally-
extended, trip this summer!  
 
“I had two goals on this trip: to see the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, Spain, and 
to take a voyage on a sailing ship. Mission accomplished! The museum is an 
architectural wonder, and the ten days sailing along the coast of France aboard the 
Sea Cloud Spirit, a three-mast sailing ship, were terrific. Only about half of the 60 
cabins on the ship were occupied, so our group of 18 had plenty of space. We had a 
shore excursion nearly every day, including a tour of Mont-Saint-Michel, the 
beautiful church and abbey on an island off the coast of Normandy. A visit to Sainte-
Mere-Eglise, the first town liberated by American paratroopers on D-Day, was 
another highlight. The low point came on the next to last day of the tour, in Paris, 
when one of our group came down with Covid and infected about half of the group, 
including me. I had to stay an extra ten days in London until I could get a negative 
Covid test, which at the time was a requirement for entering the US. I felt well 
enough toward the end to go to the ballet one night, and the opera the next, so it 
could have been worse, but I was glad to get home!”  Charlie Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, Spain: 

“Puppy,” by Jeff Koons 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Animal Blessing, Outdoor Service, Sun., August 14 
You are welcome to bring your well-behaved and caged or leashed pets (or photos of pets, living 
or passed) on Sunday, August 14 for our Outdoor Animal Blessing Service! Special music will 
be provided by Pastor Adam’s cousin, Annalise Tana, who is heading off to college this fall. Don’t 
miss this special day! 
 
Book Club - Thurs., August 18, 10:30 - 1 pm 

Please join us on Thursday, August 18 at 10:30 am. The book for the August 
meeting is When Bad Things Happen to Good People by Rabbi Kushner.  
*September's book selection will be A Town Called Alice by Nevel Shute. 
Time:  10:30 – 12:00 Book Club   |   12:00 – 1:00   Bring a Brown Bag Lunch 
Book Club meets every third Thursday of the month through December. Everyone is welcome! It is as 
much about fellowship as about the books we read. Contact Peg Soliday with questions: 
peggysoliday251@gmail.com, 503-305-8824 home, 503-559-6731 cell. 

                                   The Sea Cloud Spirit                                                    Mont-Saint-Michel                                                       Sainte Mere Eglise  

Donate to Project Start Right by August 12 
Kids in Clackamas County are in need! Many families live in poverty, including kids in 
foster care, and can’t afford school supplies. Last year, 1,400 kids were served in our area! 
Please continue to provide monetary donations in lieu of donated supplies to allow the 
flexibility to purchase bulk items online. If you can donate, please mail checks by August 12 
to: Project Start Right, PO Box 952, Oregon City, OR 97045. 
 
Or donate on our website giving page - select Project Start Right. 100% of your donation 
will go towards school supplies. A special thank you to Joyce Steiner for your ongoing 
commitment to this important project!  

 



Yard Sale Fundraiser @ CUCC Benefits Community Garden - August 19 & 20, 9-5 
The Aspire Together Community Garden (located on CUCC grounds) is holding 
a yard sale on Fri./Sat., August 19/20 from 9 am to 5 pm to raise funds to help 
continue their mission of teaching healthy eating and providing engaging activities 
for people with disabilities.  
You can help by donating good, quality items to the church between 9 am and noon on 
Friday, August 19. After the sale, all leftover items will be donated to the Salvation 
Army. Any usable item is welcome, including: clothes, furniture, décor, appliances, 
trinkets, jewelry, blankets, pillows, bedding, books, CDs, records, DVDs, arts and crafts, 
electronics, camping and outdoor gear, or anything else you would like to donate!  
Message to CUCC from Aspire Together: 
“Clackamas United Church of Christ has given such a blessing to our friends in the 
disability community. We will always be grateful for everything you have already given 
us and your continued support will help us grow to be able to support more individuals. 
Even if you aren't able to donate items we would love for you to stop by and say hello.” 
Rachel & Shelley, Aspire Together 

 
 

 
Choir Practice Begins August 31 
The CUCC choir starts up again on Wednesday, August 31 and we’re always looking for new 
members. Practice is once a week on Wednesdays from 6:50 to 8 pm. If you love to sing and 
would like to join, please contact our Music Director, Jean Herrera, at: jeherr@centurylink.net. 

 
2022 CPC Annual Gathering - September 23-25 
The CPC 2022 Annual Gathering will meet this year on September 23-25 IN 
PERSON at First Congregational UCC Eugene, Oregon! Join us in Eugene for 
worship, fellowship, learning, conference business, celebration, and sharing 
our stories. Youth program includes a Willamette River cleaning event 
Saturday, September 24, followed by an evening program of fun activities, and 
participation in Sunday worship. Find more details at this link. 

 
Fresh Flowers to Share? 
Do you have fresh flowers in your yard you’d like to share 
and display in the church? Please contact Amy Brinkley 
at (503) 502-7337 or email to: amybr62598@gmail.com. 
 

Art & Spirit Circle - September 
We are on break for August, please join us in September for our next 
monthly meeting to share artistic or creative things we’ve been doing and 
learn a new art or craft to take home. Watch emails for more information. 

 
New Play Structure Update - If you haven’t been to church lately, the old play 
structure is gone and we are still on track to install the new structure later this month! 

Pick up a flyer at church or at this link. For any questions, feel free to call or text Aspire 
Together at 503-451-0675, or send an email to: aspiretogethernonprofit@gmail.com. 

 
 



You Are Made of Stardust 

by: Rev. Cameron Trimble, Convergence Weekly 
Often on Ash Wednesday, my friend, Presbyterian 
pastor Shawna Bowman, reminds us that we are made 
of stardust. In fact, she says, the whole of the universe 
is within us. 
I was always moved by the idea that my cells, my 
energy, my consciousness is made of the magic of the universe. How absolutely extraordinary. 
Then I saw the images from the James Webb Satellite released this month. Crystal clear images of galaxies millions 
and millions of light years from us, some of which don't even exist anymore except in the light that remains from their 
brilliant shining. We are seeing the past in the present. What does that mean? It boggles the mind. 
The experience of awe and wonder has the unique gift of waking the human mind and soul from the slumber of 
limiting imagination. Looking at the images of vast galaxies like our own, but nothing like our own, we are compelled 
to see a more authentic picture of our reality - we are EARTHLINGS. It stops mattering if we are Europeans or 
Americans or Russians or Columbians or Africans. We are all, together as one, Earthlings living in one universe 
among thousands, maybe millions of others. 
The scientists tell us that the images we can see are like holding a grain of sand on the tip of your finger with your 
arm extended far from your body. They are tiny snapshots of the final frontier, the vastness of which we can hardly 
comprehend. English poet William Blake in Auguries of Innocence, says it beautifully, 

To see a world in a grain of sand 

and heaven in a wild flower 

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand 

and eternity in an hour. 

Immanuel Kant once said, "Two things fill the mind with ever-increasing wonder and awe, the more often and the 
more intensely the mind of thought is drawn to them: the starry heavens above me and the moral law within me." 
In the face of such awe-inspiring revelation, how could we miss the Sacred moral call to care for something as beautiful and 
precious as Planet Earth? They are eternally linked: the awe of creation and the moral responsibility to care for it. 
These images are entering human consciousness at an interesting time. Either they will awaken us to act to save our 
world at the last moment to do so, or we will continue our path of mutual self-destruction. It's as if the entire cosmos is 
lighting our way, reminding us, "YOU are made of stardust!" Everything that is, is in you. Isn't it just extraordinary? 

 

 
988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline 

On July 16, the National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline became “988," replacing the previous 1-800-273-8255 (TALK) 
number. However, the original 11-digit number will still work.  
It is now called "Suicide and Crisis Lifeline" and having a 3-digit number 
to call is so much better. It will be confidential, free, and available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.  
You can dial 988 if you are having: Thoughts of suicide, mental health crises, substance use crises, any other kind of 
emotional distress. You can also dial 988 if you are worried about a loved one who may need crisis support. 
SAMSHA is a great place for further info at: https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/988/faqs 

Photo: NASA 



Justice & Witness - Reproductive Rights Rally 
On July 9th we had a great turn out for our rally at the church in support of reproductive rights. Pastor Adam live-
streamed the rally to our Facebook page to help spread our message of support to our neighbors and across the 
world. Learn more about our stance on abortion and reproductive rights on our website at this link. 
We are: Pro faith, Pro family, Pro choice. See rcrc.org for more. Join us for our next rally!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Celebrating a Pillsbury Boycott WIN 

General Mills has been pressured for years to stop producing its Pillsbury 
brand of products on stolen Palestinian land in East Jerusalem. It is on the UN 
list of American companies breaking international law because of this factory.  
 
Due to the pressure by the Quakers, CPC-UCC, Ainsworth UCC, and many 
others, General Mills just sold its 60% ownership of that factory. It will no 
longer produce dough internationally including Palestine and Russia. They say 
this was a "good business decision."  These wins are rare. We celebrate it and 
thank all of those who worked for it in the CPC-UCC conference and Ainsworth 
UCC. Go team and onward! Visit these sites for more information: General 
Mills Divestiture, Pillsbury Protest Victory. Letter from Charlie Pillsbury about 
ceasing production of Pillsbury products in East Jerusalem. 



Greeters Needed for August & September 
Being a greeter is a fun and important job at the church. You get to welcome people into 
the church, hand them a bulletin, and invite them to make a name tag if they don't already 
have one. It's a great way to meet people. If you are interested in signing up to be a greeter 
one Sunday, you can do that and find more info by clicking here. Thank you so much! 

 
Sunday School News 

For these summer months, Sunday school takes a break and our 
teachers switch to activity time involving crafts, fun activities and 
games, both indoor and outdoor, while still learning how to be a 
great person in this world (sometimes popsicles are also 
involved). In September, we begin the school year with a 
structured Sunday school curriculum. 
We're also getting excited for the installation of our new play 
structure later this month. We dreamed it, we planned it, and we 
now know that nothing is impopcicle, right?! 

 
Nooma Video Series Discussions - Mondays at 4 pm PT 

 
 
Rob Bell’s video series, Nooma, has been extended through 
September 12. Pastor Adam will continue this discussion series 
every Monday at 4 pm PT on Zoom. In the New Testament, the 
word "pneuma" is the word for Spirit. Each video in this series 
relates to Christian spirituality. You can join the discussions on 
Zoom. For updates, sign up for emails at church or this link.  
 

	 
 

 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Special Note on Facebook Donations:  
If you have automatic donations through  
Facebook set up, please note that they have 
corrected the issue with our donate button, 
however, you may need to set up your recurring 
donations again. Sorry for the inconvenience 
and thank you for supporting CUCC! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August Calendar 
August Special Events  
Friday, August 12 - Donate funds for school supplies to Project Start Right 
Sunday, August 14 - Animal Blessing Outdoor Service, Special Music Annalise Tana 
Thursday, August 18, 10:30 am to 1 pm - Book Club 
Friday/Saturday, August 19/20, 9 am to 5 pm - Yard Sale Fundraiser @ CUCC 
for Aspire Together Community Garden 
Sunday, August 21 - Joel Ekdahl leads worship, Pastor Adam off 
Wednesday, August 31 - Choir practice begins 6:50 to 8 pm 
 
Weekly Events: 
Sundays at Clackamas  
Worship: 10:30 am in-person service. We will require masks and proof 
of vaccinations at the entry door. You may also join our live-stream 
online worship service every Sunday at 8:30 am on the CUCC Facebook 
page, or YouTube channel. If you have prayer requests, please let 
Pastor Adam know via email at adam@c-ucc.org or by phone (503) 654-
0741.  

Mondays at Clackamas UCC 
Class With Adam: 4 pm via Zoom. Nooma Rob Bell Video Series 
Discussions  

Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC 
Bible Study: 3:30 - 4:30 pm via Zoom. You may also call in on your 
phone to participate.  

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC 
Women’s Sewing Circle: 10 am - 1 pm (bring sack lunch). 
Choir Practice: 6:50 - 8 pm, practices begin August 31. 

Thursdays at Clackamas UCC 
Prayer Group/Check-in: Thursdays at 4 pm via Zoom. You may also 
call in on your phone to participate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 




