A Just Peace Congregation

The Good News – September 2022 Newsletter
Dear Clackamas UCC,
It is September, which means that the last weekend of the month is the Central Pacific Conference’s Annual
Gathering. It will take place in Eugene at the First Congregational Church of Eugene on September 24-26. I
always enjoy the Annual Gathering because it’s a time for members of our conference’s churches to get together
for fellowship and conversation.
Clackamas UCC is part of a larger group of churches in Oregon, southern Oregon, and Idaho. For the most part,
we have similar outlooks on God, the Bible, and social justice. It’s always great to get together with other folks
who share our religious values. It’s a reminder that we are not alone. If you are interested in attending, you can
register at the Central Pacific Conference’s website cpcucc.org. This year the conference will be in person, but
there is also an online option. I am looking forward to it!
Speaking of social justice, “white Christian nationalism” has been a buzz phrase recently that has caught my
attention. I’m sure it’s caught your attention, too. Many of us are very concerned about this movement that seeks
to impose its version of Christianity upon others.
I recently started a book titled "Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith
and Fractured a Nation" by Kristin Kobes du Mez.
It's an amazing book. I am about 80 pages into it and I have learned so much. It does a great job of
positioning the current Christian nationalist movement in 20th century history.
For example, Evangelicals saw John Wayne as the epitome of American manhood. His
conservative politics, fervor for war, and his war movies told a mythical and simplistic division
between good and evil where the US is always the good guy.
Wayne encouraged young men to enlist in the military to become heroes as they protected the United States from
evil enemies out there.
And Evangelicals loved his militant masculinity. He was tough. A man's man.
When these young men arrived in war they soon discovered the lines between good and evil are blurred. They
experienced moral injury and PTSD while their government left them behind.
But do you know who never went to war?
Do you know who even got a deferment to avoid war?
John Wayne.
This was white Christian nationalism in the 1950s-1970s.
Just like today, white Christian nationalism then had nothing to do with Jesus. Rather through corrupting the
Gospel it seeks to sacrifice others to gain power for itself.
I highly recommend this book as an important deep dive into the dangers of Christian nationalism and how we
can overcome it.
I hope you have a wonderful September!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Adam
adam@c-ucc.org
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Prayer Requests
Keep the following folks in your prayers!
Judy Boncaro – Ongoing health issues and cataract surgery
Roberta Chaffee – Ongoing health issues
Cathy Cooper & Family – Following the passing of Chris Berry’s mother, Carol Berry
Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for kidney transplant
Junita Kauble – Follow-up after cancer treatment
Lori Prouty & Family – upon the sudden passing of their beloved father,
William J. “Bill” Miller
Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues
Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues
Elsie Savin – Ongoing health issues
Steven Schroedl – In treatment for autoimmune disease

•

Thank you Larry Kirk for setting up the outdoor sound system at the outdoor animal
blessing and Jeff Pratt for playing the dulcimer, and thank you Annalise Tana for
sharing your beautiful singing voice during the service.

• Thank you to the Christian Education Committee for your hard work this past year
getting the new play structure together: Erika Beseda, Debbie Meyer, Ellery
Palanuk, Lori Prouty, Jazelle Savin, Lynne Radcliffe, Pastor Adam and Joel
Ekdahl, our newly-appointed CE chairperson. Also please Save the Date! The CE
Committee is hosting a community event on September 18th to celebrate the new
play structure (watch for more details to come).
•

A special thank you from Patti Hansen - “I want to thank everyone who has been so complimentary to me in
regards to my time I have devoted to being the Financial Secretary of our wonderful church. It has truly been
my pleasure. I appreciate the patience and tolerance people have extended to me for the fact that I am totally
old-school, while the world has gone on without me. After all these years, I will truly miss the position, but am
glad to still have a few duties that I can do to still serve our little community.” Patti

New Church Phone Number - (503) 652-6910
Effective September 1, we have a new phone number for the church.
The new number is: (503) 652-6910.
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Member News
Animal Blessing Outdoor Service
We had a great turn-out with lots of well-behaved pets for our annual Outdoor Animal Blessing Service! Special
music was provided by Annalise Tana and dulcimer hammer played by Jeff Pratt. And of course, Pastor Adam
appeared in the middle of the service as St. Francis, patron Saint of animals and the environment, walking through
the crowd blessing the animals. It was a beautiful and fun service.

Photos: Janice Straub, Amy Brinkley, Lori Prouty
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Making Jam for the Bazaar
Janice Straub and Joyce Steiner started working on their
(mild) hot pepper jam for the November holiday bazaar.

Sewing Circle Busy at Work
The sewing circle is busy working on items for our
November holiday bazaar, with Jean AndersonWalters, Shirley Hooper-Rutledge, Linda Raby,
Janice Straub, and Joyce Steiner. The sewing
circle meets every Wednesday from 10 am - 1 pm
(bring a sack lunch). They would love for you to join them!

Climate Café - Saturday, September 3, 12 noon
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Rev. Charlie Hinkle - Sunday, September 4
Love one another, Jesus said. Paul and John and Peter say the same thing, over and over again. But in some
situations, how do we decide what love requires? Find out Sunday as Rev. Charlie Hinkle leads worship on this topic.

Council Meeting - Sunday, September 11
The church Council will meet in person immediately following the 10:30 am service on September 11.

Book Club - Thurs., September 15, 10:30 - 1 pm
Please join us on Thursday, September 15 at 10:30 am. The book for the August
meeting is A Town Called Alice by Nevel Shute.
Time: 10:30 – 12:00 Book Club | 12:00 – 1:00 Bring a Brown Bag Lunch
Book Club meets every third Thursday of the month through December. Everyone is welcome! It is as
much about fellowship as about the books we read. Contact Peg Soliday with questions:
peggysoliday251@gmail.com, 503-305-8824 home, 503-559-6731 cell.

SAVE THE DATE - Sunday, September 18
Community Event - Playground Christening!
The CUCC Christian Education Committee invites you,
your friends, family and ALL of our neighbors to join us in
celebrating our newly-installed play structure! It’s been a
year of planning and research and a lot of work, but it’s
finally here and ready for families to enjoy. Save the Date!
Sunday, September 18. More details to come.

Art & Spirit Circle - Monday, September 19, 7 pm
Please join us Monday, September 19 at 7 pm as Debbie Meyer
shows us how to felt fall décor - acorns and mini pumpkins! No fee
required, but a small free-will donation would help replenish our
supplies. Come down and try your hand at felting!

For more information:
503-748-9419
uccportland.org 6

2022 CPC Annual Gathering - September 23-25
Join Pastor Adam at the Central Pacific Conference 2022 Annual
Gathering on September 23-25 at First Congregational UCC Eugene,
Oregon! Online options are also available. Join us for worship, fellowship,
learning, conference business, celebration, and sharing our stories. Youth
program includes a Willamette River cleaning event Saturday, September 24, followed by an evening program of fun
activities, and participation in Sunday worship. Find more details at this link. See Denise Andersen’s Call for
Artists information below for creative ways you can participate.

Call for Artists!
Woven Together Under One Covenant, Weaving by Rev. Denise Andersen
Venue: The Central Pacific Conference of the UCC Annual Gathering
We are calling on Central Pacific Conference artists of all ages to contribute
images of their original art to be projected throughout our Annual Gathering
held at 1st Congregational Church UCC in Eugene from Sept. 23–25, 2022.
Theme: Our theme is Covenant.
Medium: Art images related to the theme. Any medium is welcome: painting,
drawing, sculpture, fiber, photography, computer generated, etc.
Submission Requirement: All art must be submitted digitally so that it can be projected. By submitting your art, you
are giving permission for it to be shown at the Central Pacific Conference Annual Assembly.
Please send questions to Denise at the above email address. Include: Your name and local Central Pacific
Conference church. You will be notified if your submission has been selected. Joint projects are also welcome. This
would be a great Church School activity. Be sure to include your church and ages of participants if you choose to do
a joint project. Send Submissions to: Rev. Denise Andersen macinola@comcast.net. Submissions Due
September 8, 2022.

Greeters Needed for September
Being a greeter is a fun and important job at the church. You get to welcome people into
the church, hand them a bulletin, and invite them to make a name tag if they don't already
have one. It's a great way to meet people. If you are interested in signing up to be a greeter
one Sunday, you can do that and find more info by clicking here. Thank you so much!

Nooma Video Series Discussions - Mondays at 4 pm PT

Rob Bell’s video series, Nooma, has been extended through September 12. Pastor Adam will continue this discussion
series every Monday at 4 pm PT on Zoom. In the New Testament, the word "pneuma" is the word for Spirit. Each
video in this series relates to Christian spirituality. You can join the discussions on Zoom.
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Justice & Witness September - Suicide Prevention Awareness Month
National Alliance on Mental Illness - NAMI.org
Suicidal thoughts, much like mental health conditions, can affect
anyone regardless of age, gender or background. In fact, suicide is
often the result of an untreated mental health condition. Suicidal
thoughts, although common, should not be considered normal and
often indicate more serious issues.
September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month — a time to raise awareness of this stigmatized, and often
taboo, topic. We use this month to shift public perception, spread hope and share vital information to people affected
by suicide. Our goal is ensuring that individuals, friends and families have access to the resources they need to
discuss suicide prevention and to seek help.
Throughout the month of September, NAMI will highlight the “Together for Mental Health,” campaign which
encourages people to bring their voices together to advocate for better mental health care, including an effective
crisis response system. After years of advocacy and preparation, 988 is now available nationwide as the new
number to contact for mental health, substance use and suicide crises — a simple, easy-to-remember way for
people to get help. This new number will allow people to quickly connect with support during a crisis, 24/7, no matter
where they live.
Ultimately, NAMI wants any person experiencing suicidal thoughts or behaviors to have a number to call, a system to
turn to, that would connect them to the treatment and support they need.
Learn more at this link for the National Alliance on Mental Illness - NAMI.ORG, or call the local Milwaukie chapter at
(503) 344-5050.
If you or someone you know is struggling or in crisis, help is
available. Call or text 988 or chat 988lifeline.org to reach the
988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline.
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Treasurer’s Report – August 30, 2022
Submitted by George Converse
Total income at $10,633 was about $1,700 less than the income in July.
At the same time, expenses were less at $12,305. So, August was in the red by $1,672.
This puts us in the red year-to-date by $7,519.
Total Income:
Total Expense:
Net:

August

Year-to-Date

$10,633
$12,305
$-1,672

$99,658
$106,462
$-6,814

Bank Balances (8/30)
General Checking:
Designated Funds:

$32,294
$27,224

UCF (as of 7/30)
Operating Reserves:
Emergency Reserves:
Building (Roof) Fund

$38,146
$47,534
$3,508
Special Note on Facebook Donations

If you have automatic donations through Facebook set up, please note that they have corrected the
issue with our donate button, however, you may need to set up your recurring donations again.
Sorry for the inconvenience and thank you for supporting CUCC!

Weekly Events:
Sundays at Clackamas
Worship: 10:30 am in-person service. We do require masks in
the building. You may also join our live-stream online worship
service every Sunday at 8:30 am on the CUCC Facebook page,
or YouTube channel. If you have prayer requests, please let
Pastor Adam know via email at adam@c-ucc.org or by phone
(503) 652-6910 (new number).

September Calendar
September Special Events
Saturday, September 3, 12 noon - Climate Café Hillsdale UCC
Sunday, September 4, 10:30 am - Rev. Carlie Hinkle leads worship
Thursday, September 15, 10:30 - 1 pm - Book Club
Sunday, September 11 - Council meeting following worship
Sunday, September 18 - Community Event - Playground Christening

Mondays through September 12 at Clackamas UCC
Class With Adam: 4 pm via Zoom. Nooma Rob Bell Video
Series Discussions
Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC
Bible Study: 3:30 - 4:30 pm via Zoom. You may also call in
on your phone to participate.

Monday, September 19, 7 pm - Art & Spirit Circle

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC
Women’s Sewing Circle: 10 am - 1 pm (bring sack lunch).

Fri/Sat/Sun, September 23-25 - CPC Annual Gathering

Choir Practice: 6:50 - 8 pm.
Thursdays at Clackamas UCC
Prayer Group/Check-in: Thursdays at 4 pm via Zoom. You
may also call in on your phone to participate.
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