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 A Just Peace Congregation   

The Good News – December 2022 Newsletter 

 
Dear Clackamas UCC, 

It’s the end of the year. And so we come into the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

I’m struck by the mixed emotions these seasons bring up in me. I often feel big emotions. Hope and despair often 
sit side by side.  

Is the world getting worse? Or is the world actually getting better? A case can be made for either one. I often feel like 
the world is getting worse, in part because so much of the news media delivers stories that are traumatic or violent or 
argumentative. The news rarely reports on how two neighbors get along really well with each other - maybe that’s 
because getting along with each other is the norm. But I tend to think conflict is the norm because that’s all I see when I 
turn on my newsfeed. 

But just as important as big world conflict, during the holiday seasons, I have anxiety about family conflict emerging. I 
don’t know about you, but it often feels like family conflict during the holiday seasons is always just around the corner.  

Maybe there is hope. This morning as I was watching my daily dose of news, I came across the captain of the US soccer 
team being interviewed by an Iranian reporter. We are seeing how Iran’s oppressive policies are leading to massive 
protests led by women fighting against the political regime. But the reporter tried to turn the tables on the soccer player. 
He accused the soccer player of mispronouncing “Iran” and went on to ask how the soccer player feels about playing for 
a country that is infected by racism and other forms of oppression. 

When I heard the accusatory questioning of the Iranian reporter, I got a little defensive inside. After some words came up 
in me that are not suitable for a church newsletter (Ha! You know I love that joke!), I thought, “Oh come on. Look at what 
your country is doing!” 

But the soccer player didn’t say anything like that. He actually thanked the reporter for correcting his mispronunciation of 
Iran and then he said that the point is that oppression is everywhere and all the protests and political actions are seeking to 
make things better. And that’s the goal. To make things better for everyone. 

Now, if things are getting better can be a matter of debate. But even if we acknowledge things are getting better, there is 
still a lot of work that needs to be done to end oppressive structures.  

But what impressed me is that the captain of the US soccer team didn’t respond to hostile accusations by mimicking hostile 
accusations back. He didn’t respond defensively or offensively. Instead, he was able to respond by finding areas of 
agreement and was even able to find a way to thank the reporter. 

It was a form of nonviolent communication. Or maybe another way to describe it is a form of verbal Aikido - the martial art 
that doesn’t meet force with force, but uses the other’s force as a trap against them. 

I think what this soccer player modeled for me is that when it comes to conflict, we have options. My default tends to be 
that I don’t have options. I just want to win by defeating the other person in a conflict. But that usually doesn’t help the 
situation get better. It often makes it worse. 

The soccer player modeled for me nonviolent communication that opens the door to something more hopeful for me - a 
way of dealing with real problems while trying to de-escalate interpersonal hostility. I found hope in this story, so wanted to 
share it with you.  

I hope you have a wonderful Advent and Christmas season. 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Adam 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jx-kGjcohi4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jx-kGjcohi4
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Prayer Requests 

Keep the following folks in your prayers! 

Rich & Leigh Ann Baker – For safety in travels 

Judy Boncaro – Ongoing health issues 

Roberta Chaffee – Ongoing health issues 

Savannah Goddard (friend of Amy Brinkley) – Waiting for kidney transplant 

Junita Kauble – Follow-up after cancer treatment 

Lita Pratt – Ongoing health issues 

Dwight Richardson – Ongoing health issues 

Millie Sandwick – Ongoing health issues 

Elsie Savin – Ongoing health issues & Happy 104th Birthday, Elsie!! 

Steven Schroedl – In treatment for autoimmune disease 

Marty Spelaeus – Ongoing health issues 

For more prayer requests, please consider joining our private Facebook group: Clackamas UCC Connections. On this 
page we share prayer requests, events, videos, and other items that might support one another. Click this link to join.  

 

 
 

 
 
Happy 104th Birthday to Elsie Savin! 

Sunday, December 4th, is our dear Elsie Savin's 104th birthday! Elsie would love to hear from you! If you’d like to 
send her a card of good wishes, please mail to:  

Elsie Savin 
5755 SE Oetkin Rd. 

Milwaukie, OR 97267 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1532466623814848
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Thank you!  

• To everyone who helped with our Ham and Turkey Giveaway from shopping for food, donating funds, 
and handing out food. Thank you: Michael Savin, Charlie Hinkle, Jeff and Lita Pratt, Larry Kirk, Joel 
Ekdahl, Pastor Adam, Amy Brinkley, Lori Prouty, and all of the unnamed who donated goods. Read 
the giveaway summary later in this newslette 

 

• There are so many people to thank who worked on last month’s Annual Holiday Bazaar, Bake Sale and 
Quilt Raffle, including Joyce Steiner, Janice Straub, Jean Herrera, Amy Brinkley, Charlie Hinkle, 
Rachel Mohr, Shelley Ellsworth, Lisa and Lara, Rhonda and Dave Frick-Wright, Jim Robinson, 
Elizabeth R., Susan R., Raleen Hungate, Abby Kempf, Joyce Wise, Jean Walters, Cat Cooper, Jeff 
and Lita Pratt, the entire Women’s Sewing Circle, Larry Kirk, Lori Prouty, and everyone else who 
helped, priced, advertised, shared flyers, told their neighbors, donated hand-crafted items, sold raffle 
tickets, set-up, took down, and baked yummy items. Take a look at the Bazaar summary later in this 
newsletter for the totals! 
 

• Thanks to our Christian Education Committee and friends, Joel Ekdahl, Gigi Whisler, Debbie Meyer, 
Lynn Radcliffe, Ellery and David Palanuk, Erika Beseda, and Salem Allen for a terrific turnout at 
their K-12 Game Night last month. It was a huge success and just one of many more to come.  
 

• Thank you to Dave and Rhonda Frick-Wright for donating a riding lawn mower to the church and 
for the beautiful Christmas tree right from their yard! 

 

 

Holiday Drop-Ins - Dec. 3 & 17, 1-4 pm  

Our Christian Education Committee is hosting Holiday Drop-
ins on Saturday, December 3rd and December 17th! Parents 
and guardians are invited to drop their children off 
at Clackamas UCC from 1-4 pm. Debbie Meyer and Lynne 
Radcliffe have generously volunteered to lead the kids in fun 
holiday activities! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Financial Management Committee 
Meeting - Sat., Dec. 3, 10:30 am 
Financial Management will meet via Zoom on Saturday, 
December 3 at 10:30 am.  
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Hanging of the Greens - Sunday, December 4  
It’s a long-standing tradition that congregations “hang the greens” to decorate the church in preparation for Christmas 
on the first Sunday of December. Sunday, December 4th after worship we will invite everyone to stay around as we 
hang the greens and decorate. Thank you, Rhonda & Dave Frick-Wright for donating our beautiful Christmas tree 
right from their yard! We will need able-bodied persons to help bring down decorations from the church attic and lots 
of people to decorate! Please plan to stay and help. It is always a joyful time to decorate the church.   

 

 
 

Online Membership Classes Coming Up - Dec. 4 

We now offer membership to resident members and online members. Last week we held our local new members class. 
Our online membership class will be held on December 4 at 12:15 Pacific. (If you can’t make one of these, please let 
me know.) If you would like more info, visit our membership page here, or contact Pastor Adam at adam@c-ucc.org. 
 
Stay tuned for the future date of our next “Resident” New Member class. 

 

 

End-of-Year Staff Gifts 

It is a long-standing tradition at Clackamas UCC to offer a year-end gift to each of our paid and volunteer staff persons as 
a way of saying “thank you for your time and effort.” We have five recipients: Jean Herrera/Choir Director/Organist; Lori 
Prouty/Admin/Web; Cody Prouty/Janitorial, Gigi Whisler/Sunday School, and, of course, Rev. Adam Ericksen/our 
Pastor. If you would like to show your appreciation and donate to staff gifts, you may either: 

• Make an online donation at the CUCC Giving page, please choose "Staff Year-End Gifts" in the "Purpose" field.  

• Leave a check at the church, designate the amount to “Staff Gifts” in the memo field.  

• Mail your donation directly to the church at: CUCC, PO Box 2562, Clackamas, OR 97015, please indicate 
the amount you would like designated to “Staff Gifts.”    

Thank you!!!  Alison Gary, Staff Relations 

https://c-ucc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8b9057e9e882ebf6f1669685a&id=8968035ae3&e=9d707eb814
https://c-ucc.org/giving/
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Guest Preacher This Month 

Sunday, December 11 we welcome Joel Ekdahl to preach and lead our worship service while Pastor Adam is off. 

 

Christmas Pageant December 18 - Online and Local Services 
On December 18, we will hold our annual Christmas pageant! This year we will 
have it both in person and online. If you are interested in participating, please 
email Pastor Adam at adam@c-ucc.org. 
 
Also, on Sunday December 18th, just before our pageant, the choir is 
singing When Will Messiah Come. This song begs to be accompanied by an 
Israeli style folk dance, SO the choir would like to invite you to join us on Sunday 
December 11th, after worship, for a brief rehearsal (which is not required). The 
plan is a one-step dance done first slowly and then faster. In dance lingo, it will be 
a left grapevine beginning on the right foot. That's it. Not difficult. 
  

So, If you feel like moving to music, please join us:  

- Sunday December 11th after worship and  
- Sunday December 18th just before the pageant! 

 

Art & Spirit Circle - Monday, Dec. 19, 7 pm 

Please join us at church on Monday, December 19 at 7 pm to make 
Gingerbread Log Cabins with Debbie Meyer. Debbie will be baking the 
gingerbread logs in advance, so please let her know if you can attend so 
she’ll know how many logs to make (see sign-up sheet in the Narthex). But 
please know that signing up is NOT required to join in.  

 

 

Book Club - Book Club is taking a break in December. See 

you next month! We meet every third Thursday of each month.  

 

 

 

Christmas Ham/Turkey Giveaway - December 20, 

21, 22 - 6 pm to 7:30 pm 

Our next food giveaway for those food deprived - hams, turkeys and 
tofurkeys - will be held on Tues, Wed, and Thurs, December 20, 21 & 22 
from 6 to 7:30 pm. If you are in need of food, please come by between 6 
and 7:30 pm - no questions asked.  

 

 

 
Amy Brinkley, Larry Kirk, Joel Ekdahl, & Mike Savin 
Volunteering at Food Giveaway 

mailto:debengmey@gmail.com
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Bring Your Poinsettias for the Altar! 
As is traditional at CUCC, anyone who would like to donate poinsettias for the altar in memory of a loved 
one may do so from now through the month of December. They are a lovely addition to our sanctuary 
during the holidays. If you would like to offer one in memory of someone, please let Jean Herrera know so 
she can include it in the bulletin. Contact Jean at (503) 654-2449 or email jeherr@centurylink.net.  

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service & Candlelight Caroling In-Person - Sat. Dec. 24, 8 pm 

Online Live-Stream Service - time tba 
Join us for our annual in-person Christmas Eve Service and Candlelight Caroling on Saturday, Dec. 24 at 8 pm. Our 
Christmas Eve service ends as we sing carols by candlelight and leave the church in silence. A beautiful evening. We 
will also hold an online live-streamed Christmas Eve Service earlier on Dec. 24 - time tba.  

Please note that we will not be holding a worship service on Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25. Enjoy the 
day with your families and friends. 

 

 

 

New Calendar, Sweatshirt, T-Shirt, and Mugs 
We have a new product in our online store! It's a shirt says "Jesus Had Two Dads. I Think That’s Fabulous!" You can check 
out all of our calendars, shirts, and mugs at our Merch tab on our website. All proceeds directly benefit CUCC missions.   

mailto:jeherr@centurylink.net
https://c-ucc.org/shop/
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Joel Ekdahl, 3rd-6th Grade Teacher    |    Gigi Whisler, Nursery/Preschool Teacher   |   Salem Allen, Nursery/Preschool Asst 

Sunday School News! 
This past month has been a busy one for the Christian Education Committee. First, the committee has hired two new 
Sunday School teachers. Salem Allen will be assisting Gigi Whistler in the nursery/preschool, and Joel Ekdahl has 
taken over as our new 3rd-6th grade Sunday School teacher. Besides hiring, the Christian Education Committee also 
put on a very successful game night at the church on November 16. Seventeen youth, ages 5-17, enjoyed a fun 
night of pizza, board games, Mario Kart and Super Smash Bros.    

As we move into the season of Advent, our Sunday School programs will be engaged in many fun holiday activities 
as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  

Our most anticipated event this December will be our Holiday Drop Off. On December 3rd and 17th, parents and 
guardians are invited to drop off their children at the church from 1-4 pm. Debbie Meyer and Lynne Radcliffe will 
have fun holiday activities planned for the kids! It’s sure to be a blast! 

If anyone is looking to join our committee, please feel free to call or text Joel Ekdahl at (971) 347-8824. 

 

Reminder: Email Scammers During the Holidays 

A quick reminder from Pastor Adam that email and phone scammers 
increase their activity during the holiday season. Someone has 
already made a fake email account pretending to be Pastor Adam 
and has emailed members of the congregation asking for money. 
Please do not respond to any email asking for money. If you think it’s 

legitimate, please call Pastor Adam. Also, if we ever need money for a church fundraiser and ask you individually, it 
will be over a phone call, not over email. In addition, many scammers also pretend to be businesses. If it looks like a 
business is demanding money from you over email, it is almost always a scammer. If you get an email like this, 
please call the business. Do not respond to those emails via email.  

 

Tree of Life 

Did you notice the tree in the front room of the church? It's the Tree of Life that our very 
own Denise Andersen created for the churches in our conference.  

During the next few weeks, we are invited to put a prayer or remembrance we've had 
during the pandemic. There are tags and markers for us to use to hang on the tree before 
we pass it on to the next church. 
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Food Giveaway Update for November 

Last month we handed out 370 hams, turkeys, and tofurkeys over three days to people 
in need! Our previous record was 115. Of course, there are mixed feelings about this. It 
was great that we were able to provide so much food to people, but the need for food 
this year is so high. Many of us are facing food insecurity. There is a lot of need out 
there. We are so proud of our community, both local and online, that stepped up to 
help fund and deliver food to those of us in need.  

 

 

Holiday Bazaar, Bake Sale & Quilt Raffle Update 
It was such a pleasure to once again hold our Holiday Bazaar, Bake Sale & Quilt Raffle last month! Because of 
Covid we have not held our typical Bazaar since 2019! We had a wonderful group of crafters, bakers and helpers to 
bring our 2022 Bazaar to success. This fundraiser brought in a total of $3,126, of which $535 was sold in quilt 
raffle tickets. Thanks to everyone for their support and help - it was a great success!    

 

Member News  

Quilt Raffle Winner! 
Congratulations to Joyce Wise for winning the beautiful quilt, hand-sewn by Jean 
Herrera! That is a very special quilt and we are all happy for Joyce, but envious at 
the same time - haha. Maybe next year our raffle ticket will be drawn! ☺ 
Congratulations, Joyce! 

 

 

 

That’s a Big Pumpkin…  

 

Thank you to Jim Paulson who stopped by to visit Jean Anderson Walter and took this photo from her front yard. 
This pumpkin weighs 1,065 lbs. A friend of Jean’s has brought a pumpkin like this for the past few years and puts it 
in her yard so we can all marvel at it! This big guy won an award for its beautiful color. Unbelievable! 

Joyce Wise Quilt Raffle Winner! 

 

Jean Anderson Walter’s Pumpkin 
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Welcome Baby Redfield! 
Born to blessed parents, Nethaniel and Sullivan Redfield 
on Nov. 28th at 8 lb 13 oz, 21". His name will be revealed 
soon, conveys Mimi (Amy Brinkley). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CUCC Friendship on Harvest Day  

Lita and Jeff Pratt invited Raleen Hungate to their house 
to share in a wonderful Harvest Home dinner. Lovely to see 
CUCC friendships both at church and in our homes. Thank 
you for sharing this special photo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grandchildren are Growing 
Little Frankie is four weeks old and growing up so fast - 
she’s almost ready for our Sunday School class!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baby Frances - Parents: Michaele and Erin Cooper-Hayes &  
Proud Grandma, Cat Coope 

 

Raleen Hungate & Lita Pratt 

Newborn Baby Redfield 
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Holiday Shop Locally! 

Support Clackamas County Businesses 
Sumner Street Shea - Have you met Wentemi Martey at a 
CUCC Sunday service? Did you know that Wentemi is founder 
of Sumner Street Shea specializing in premium unrefined shea 
butter skincare? Sumner Street shea butter is grown and 
harvested from local artisans in Ghana, West Africa with each 
bottle hand-manufactured and made fresh to order in Milwaukie! 
Check out their website at SumnerStreetShea.com and place your order to support 
Wentemi and Milwaukie businesses! Sumner Street Shea is a Black-owned and operated 
business committed to providing a consistent source of unrefined shea butter and authentic 
high quality products to the masses. 

 
 
World HeARTs Fair Trade in Oregon City for ethical gifts and home décor (at the same 
time check out Three Rivers Artists Guild & Gallery for local art right next door!) 
Made In Milwaukie - Milwaukie artists only, downtown art and apparel. 
 
 

 
BIPOC Portland Shopping Ideas – More Gifts that Give Back! 
Please consider purchasing your holiday gifts through BIPOC businesses in the Portland area. 
There are many links online but here are a few we recommend you check out: 
• Giving plants this year? Check out these local BIPOC-owned plant stores: Ecovibe, Birds & 

Bees Nursery, Reclamation, Larkspur, Noetic, Flora Noir, Wildehaus, Potted Elephant. 
• Portland Monthly Magazine Portland BIPOC-owned businesses. 
• More Portland BIPOC Businesses - A celebration of Black, Indigenous and People of Color makers and 

creatives with a focus on slow, ethical, and sustainable fashion. 

 
CUCC Gift Merch 
Remember gifts that give twice include our CUCC social justice t-shirts, mugs, calendar, music - take a look at our online 
Merch at this link. We love our newest t-shirt design - Jesus Had Two Dads also available now in sweatshirts and 
inclusive sizing. Be sure to order early this year.  
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Justice & Witness -  
Letter from the Universal Health Care Ministry Network 

CALL TO ACTION FOR MEDICARE RECIPIENTS 
Please tell members of the U.S. Senate Finance Committee to stop ACO-REACH.  
The 2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) allows the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services 
(CMS) to experiment with paying for and delivering healthcare. The most notable experiment has been with Accountable Care 
Organizations. These are health management organizations (HMOs) that have involved millions of Medicare patients. 
Three iterations of ACOs over the past ten years have failed to reduce costs or improve outcomes for Medicare patients. 
Traditional Medicare, the original Medicare established in 1965, does not involve ACOs or other HMOs, does not limit patients to 
narrow networks, and does not involve commercial insurance.  
For the reasons mentioned, over half of Medicare enrollees still favor traditional Medicare over HMO/ACO forms of Medicare. 
But CMS, in its latest experiment, now intends to move all Medicare patients into ACO arrangements. The new program was 
initially known as Direct Contracting Entities (DCEs). After receiving complaints (listed below) about the program from the public 
and Congress members, in July 2022, CMS renamed DCEs to ACO-REACH but did not remove the many adverse elements of 
the DCEs. Patients and doctors are often unaware that their freedoms and relationship under Traditional Medicare have abruptly 
ended.  More details in PDF here.  
Please ask Senator Wyden and his Senate Finance Committee to hold hearings on and stop the ACO-REACH program. Please 
use this link to reach Sen. Wyden. Please forward the link to your family and friends in states whose senators are on the Senate 
Finance Committee: Wyoming, Colorado, Ohio, North Carolina, Washington, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Louisiana, 
Texas, Nevada, Idaho, Montana, Iowa, Massachusetts, Oklahoma, New Jersey, Ohio, Nebraska,  New York, Florida, South 
Carolina, Michigan, South Dakota, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Oregon, and Indiana. 
Mike Huntington M.D., Chair, Health Care Network 
UCC Central Pacific Conference (541) 829-1182 

Thank you, Patti Hanson, for submitting. 
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Benevolences Approved by Council  
The CUCC Council is pleased to present the following organizations/missions as recommended by the CUCC Financial 
Management Committee and approved by Council. Listed missions will receive funding as follows:   
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December Calendar 

Saturday, December 3 – Financial Mgmt Zoom Meeting 10:30 am | Holiday Drop-in for kids 1-4 pm 
Sunday, December 4 – Online Worship 8:30 am | In-Person Worship 10:30 am | Hanging the Greens Tree Trimming 11:30 
am | Online New Members Class via Zoom 12:15 pm | Elsie Savin’s 104th  Birthday! Card mailing info inside.  
Sunday, December 11 – Online Worship 8:30 am | In-Person Worship 10:30 am Joel Ekdahl leads (Adam off today) | 
Israeli folk dance practice 11:30 am 
Saturday, December 17 – Holiday Drop-in for kids 1-4 pm 
Sunday, December 18 – Christmas Pageant for both Online Worship 8:30 am | In-Person Worship 10:30 am  
Monday, December 19 – Art & Spirit Circle 7 pm Gingerbread Log Cabins 
Tues/Wed/Thurs, December 20, 21, 22 – 6 to 7:30 pm Ham & Turkey Food Giveaway 
Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Service & Caroling 8 pm 
Sunday, December 25 – No worship service today - enjoy time with family and friends. Merry Christmas!  
Sunday, January 1 – Online Worship 8:30 am | In-Person Worship 10:30 am | Happy New Year! | Jean Herrera leads 
worship, Pastor Adam is off today 
Sunday, January 8 – Online Worship 8:30 am | In-Person Worship 10:30 am | Stay after to help take down decorations 

Weekly Events: 

Sundays at Clackamas  
Worship: 10:30 am in-person service. We do require masks in 
the building. You may also join our live-stream online worship 
service every Sunday at 8:30 am on the CUCC Facebook page, 
or YouTube channel. If you have prayer requests, please let 
Pastor Adam know via email at adam@c-ucc.org or by phone 
(503) 652-6910 (new number).  

Mondays at Clackamas UCC 
Class With Adam - Faith Conversations: 4 pm via Zoom. 
You may also call in on your phone to participate.  

Tuesdays at Clackamas UCC 
Bible Study: 3:30 - 4:30 pm via Zoom. You may also call in 
on your phone to participate.  

Wednesdays at Clackamas UCC 
Women’s Sewing Circle: on well-deserved hiatus until Feb. 

Choir Practice: 6:50 - 8 pm. 

Thursdays at Clackamas UCC 
One Question With Pastor Adam: 11 am Facebook Live. 
Prayer Group/Check-in: Thursdays at 4 pm via Zoom. You 
may also call in on your phone to participate.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/ClackamasUnitedChurchofChrist
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJUoRkWcFPcPLgBCEm1LUPg/videos
mailto:adam@c-ucc.org
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